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Welcome to the January Issue
AMI Presents Board of Directors at IMBC

Board of directors announced at annual marina conference

The Association of Marina Industries(AMI) elected its 2019 officers and directors at its annual International 
Marina & Boatyard Conference (IMBC) held January 23 - 25, 2019 in Fort Lauderdale, FL.

Joe Riley, Certified Marina Manager (CMM) was reappointed chair; Chris Petty of Suntex WaterfrontManagem-
entwasreappointedvicechair;ChrisDolanofMarinaElectricalEquipment, Inc.wasre-appointedsecretary;andJohnS
wick,CMM,ofSafeHarborMarinaswasreappointed treasurer.

AMI welcomes two new members elected to the 2019 board of directors for a three-year term — SteveLintono
fPikesBayMarinaandBillYoung,ofMorningstarProperties.Meanwhile,italsobids farewell to Bob Evans, CMM, and 
David Bluestone of MorningstarProperties.

The new board members will join the existing board, which includes: Brad Gross, CMM; Ronaldo Souza, CMM, of 
Westrec Marinas; Austin Cameron of VIP Marina, LLC; Ray Fernandez of Bridge Marina; John Chiazza of Aon Risk 
Solutions; Michael Short, CMM, of Vancouver Marina; Kevin Thompson of Bellingham Marine; Rick Chapman, 
CMM, of Port of Sunnyside Club, Inc.; Jason Johnson of Marine Travelift, Inc.; Giuseppe Alvarado of Shilshole Bay 
Marina; Enza Montano of Chicago Harbors – Westrec; and Marieke van Peer of Seahaven Superyacht Marina.

Industry News

IMI Recognizes Newly Certified 
Marina Managers & Operators

CMMs & CMOs honored at IMBC

The International Marina Institute (IMI), the training 
arm of the Association of Marina Industries (AMI), held 
its award ceremony for new Certified Marina Manag-
ers (CMMs) and Operators (CMOs) Thursday, January 
24, at AMI’s annual International Marina & Boatyard 
Conference (IMBC) in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

This year IMI welcomes 12 new CMMs and three new 
CMOs to this elite group of marina management 
professionals. There are currently 397 CMMs and 40 
CMOs worldwide.

New CMMs and CMOs have completed the Inter-
mediate Marina Management Course (IMM) and 

Advanced Marina 
Management Course 
(AMM). Upon comple-

tion of both courses, each marina manager/operator 
must submit an extensive application for review and 
approval by the CMM/CMO review committee. This 
level of professional training and commitment sets 
each individual and their facility apart from others 
within the industry.

Left to Right: CMMs: Kris Shapiro, Keith Bellflower, Scott 
Grindy, Doug Mason, Ted Schiafone, James Pickett, Bill 
Gauspohl, Ray Fernandez, Rod Taylor, Robin McKeown, 
Carrie VanDera, Gigi Jabbour, and CMO Dustin Bruce
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IMI offers both the IMM and AMM courses twice a 
year and adds courses based upon need. Most re-
cently, IMI added a course in December in partner-
ship with our affiliate partner, Boating BC [British 
Columbia]. This course was held in Nanaimo, BC and 
trained 15 marina managers from the area. “It was 
great to take our IMM course to the west coast and 
to our friends in Canada. The course was very well 
received, and we hope to have sparked interest with 
marina managers in the area so that we can head 
back in the future.”

IMI is currently offering the IMM course, February 17-
21, 2019, in Charleston, South Carolina, U.S. The AMM 
course runs a week later, from February 24 – March 1, 
2019, also in Charleston. As well, we added an IMM 
course for June 23-27, 2019, in Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida. For more information on our training and certifi-
cation programs and to sign-up for the course, visit 
https://marinaassociation.org/training or contact Mer-
ritt Alves at malves@marinaassociation.org.

This year’s CMM recipients
• Doug Mason, Sunset Harbour Yacht Club, Mi-

ami Beach,FL
• James Pickett, Branford Yacht Club, Branford,CT
• Ted Schiafone, Oceanside Harbor & Beaches, 

Oceanside,CA
• Bill Gauspohl, VIP Marina, Leander,TX
• Ray Fernandez, Bridge Marina, Lake Hopat-

cong, NJ
• Derek Roderick, Albany Marina, Nassau,Bahamas
• Joseph Cangianelli, James Creek Marina, 

Fairfax,VA
• Scott Grindy, San Fransico Marina, San 

Francisco,CA
• Robin McKeown, Queen’s Cove Marina, Victoria 

Harbour,ON
• Carrie VanDerra, Reefpoint Marina, Racine, WI
• Keith Bellflower, Pensacola Shipyard, 

Pensacola,FL
• Kris Shapiro, Cedar Island Marina, Clinton, CT

This year’s CMO recipients
• Matt Faucher, Beach Point Yacht Club, 

Mamaroneck,NY
• Trey Hayes, III, The Charleston City Marina, 

Charleston,SC Industry News continued on Page 5

Industry News
• Dustin Bruce, Indian Harbor Yacht Club, 

Greenwich,CT

The Association of Marina Industries 
Recognizes Thom Dammrich Ahead of 

Retirement

The Association thanks Thom Dammrich for contri-
butions to the marina industry.

The Association of Marina Industries (AMI) recog-
nized Thom Dammrich today at the opening ceremo-
ny of the International Marina and Boatyard Confer-
ence (IMBC) for his nearly twenty years of service to 

the recreational boating industry. On September 30, 
2019 Dammrich will retire as president of the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA). He was 
recognized for unifying the industry and to elevate 
the status or marinas and boating facilities within the 
broader industry.

Jim Frye, AMI’s president emeritus and IMBC’s MC 
thanked Thom by noting, “his contribution to mari-
nas, our association and the entire recreational ma-
rine industry. We are all richer for the experience of 
knowing and working with him.  Nobody logged more 
miles on trains, planes, and automobiles in service of 
the marine industry than Thom Dammrich. He car-
ried the industries’ agenda, not just the agenda of the 
manufacturers. Thom completely embraced the role 

https://marinaassociation.org/training
mailto:malves@marinaassociation.org
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Industry News continued from Page 3

that marinas play in hosting the boating experience, 
and marinas and boating access facilities became an 
important element of the NMMA advocacy agenda.” 

Joe Riley, AMI’s current chair, echoed, “it has been an 
honor to work with Thom as a member of the NMMA 
board of directors and I appreciate all his efforts to 
include all segments of the boating industry on the 
organization’s board.   Together, we make the recre-
ational boating experience better for our customers.”

As a token of the marina industry appreciation of 
Thom’s effort, AMI will be making a donation to the 
Folds of Honor in Thom’s name.  Since 2007, Folds 
of Honor has carried fourth this singular, noble mis-
sion:  To provide educational scholarships to spouses 
and children of America’s fallen and disabled service-
members.  To learn more about Folds of Honor, visit 
their web site: foldsofhonor.org.

IMBC Kicks Off with Strong Pre-
Registration Numbers

The International Marina & Boatyard Conference 
(IMBC), owned and produced by the Association of 
Marina Industries (AMI), opened today with strong 
pre-registration numbers and sold-out pre-confer-
ence events. The day opened with a Marina 101 class 
followed by a marina and boatyard tour taking over 
120 attendees to three local facilities. The tour dove-
tailed into AMI’s member meeting, first-time attend-
ee reception and exhibit hall reception sponsored by 
IMBC’s title sponsor, Safe Harbor Marinas. IMBC or-
ganizers expect steady walk-in traffic throughout the 
3-day event. With almost 150 exhibitor booths and 19 
sponsors, IMBC provides the single largest venue to 
connect marina owners and operators with manufac-
turers and suppliers. More than 800 participants are 
expected to attend this year’s conference, which con-
tinues through January 25 at the Greater Fort Lau-
derdale/Broward County Convention Center in Fort 
Lauderdale, FL.

For more conference information visit www.marina-
association.org/imbc.

Florida Marina Fighting Lawsuit to 
Shut Down

By Eric Colby

Molly’s Marine Service has been at the same location 
in Naples, Fla., for 22 years and is one of the only 
boating service providers in the area. The company 
provides haulouts, painting, bottom cleaning, rigging 
and other services.

Late last year, residents who live south of Molly’s tried 
to force Naples to shut down the business, saying the 
yard hurts the value of their condominiums. One of 
their primary complaints is the noise and mess caused 
by the pressure washers that Molly’s uses.

“The city has told me that I’m in no violation of any 
ordinance,” Molly Strassel, who owns Molly’s Marine 
Service, told Trade Only Today. “My hours are from 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. By the time my guys get here, 
they’re not power washing until 8:30 or 9 a.m.”

She said the plaintiffs in what became a civil suit after the 
city refused to issue a cease and desist order also com-
plained about Molly’s sandblasting. Strassel estimated 
that the company sandblasts about 20 boats a year.

The yard was originally owned by the Turner family, 
who sublet it to marine businesses. In 1998, the family 
sold the property. Today, there are privately owned dry 
stacks and in-water slips, plus the condominiums (built 
in the early 2000s) and Molly’s. Strassel said the plain-
tiffs are among some of the earliest condo owners.

“One of the stipulations when Turner and the devel-
opers went to the city and got approval was that it 
remain a working boatyard,” Strassel said.

False Creek Fuels Becomes Certified 
ValvTect Marina

Source: Marina Dock Age 

ValvTect has announced that False Creek Fuels in Van-
couver, British Columbia, has become a certified Valv-
Tect marina marketing ValvTect Marine Fuels.

Industry News continued on Page 6
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Industry News continued from Page 5

False Creek Fuels owns and operates the long-stand-
ing marine fuel station in False Creek (Vancouver) 
featuring all new fuel storage tanks, piping and dis-
pensing equipment along with a completely reno-
vated store. The fuel station is centrally located in 
Vancouver at the entrance to False Creek and serves 
all types of vessels including sailboats, power boats, 
commercial fishing vessels, tugs, water taxis and gov-
ernment vessels.

Marvin Griffin, president of ValvTect Petroleum Prod-
ucts, said that the company is looking to expand into 
the Toronto market this spring, and further expand in 
the Caribbean.

False Creek Fuels mission is: “False Creek Fuels shall 
provide the boating public with a marine fuel service 
that offers boaters unparalleled service with a can-
do attitude, great convenience by ensuring we always 
stock products that boaters want, and by offering 
great value.”

“It is our mission statement that brought us to Valv-
Tect Marine Fuels. Although we have always carefully 
selected the fuels we sell, we wanted to ‘raise the bar’ 
and offer fuels specifically formulated for marine use. 
We are very excited to be the first Canadian certi-
fied Marine Fuel Dock,” said Mike Short, CMM, False 
Creek Fuels managing partner.

U.S. Coast Guard Back in Business – 
For Now

Source: Trade Only Today

Friday’s announcement that the partial government 
shutdown had ended gave a sense of relief to mem-
bers of the U.S. Coast Guard who had been working 
for five weeks without pay. Some Coast Guard fam-
ilies worry that another shutdown could resume in 
three weeks.

President Trump signed a three-week temporary fund-
ing bill on Friday to end the shutdown until February 

Industry News continued on Page 7
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Industry News continued from Page 6

15. “We have reached a deal to reopen the federal 
government,” Trump said from the Rose Garden at the 
White House. “I will make sure all employees receive 
their back pay very quickly, or as soon as possible.”

Lt. Amy Midgett, a Coast Guard spokesperson, 
told Stars and Stripes that it will take three to five days 
to pay Coast Guard members. There were widespread 
reports during the shutdown that Coast Guard families 
were going to food banks or seeking other resources 
because some could not afford basic necessities.

Retired Rear Adm. Cari Thomas, CEO of Coast Guard 
Mutual Assistance, said his nonprofit provided $4.4 
million in assistance to more than 4,000 members 
during the shutdown. Other nonprofits like the Coast 
Guard Foundation also provided $250,000 to help the 
Coast Guard. The Coast Guard salary freeze was the 
first time servicemembers in a U.S. Armed Force were 
not paid during a lapse in appropriations.

Communities and local marine businesses also rallied 
around the Coast Guard. The Seattle Boat Show held 

a food drive during the event, which ends of February 
2, and a local Sea Tow franchise in Fort Myers gath-
ered food and gift cards totaling $12,000. “We’ve built 
up such a strong relationship with the Coast Guard 
over the years and they never hesitate to help us out 
when we need it most, so it’s only right we return the 
favor,” said Heather O’Brien of Sea Tow Ft. Myers.

Sea Tow franchises in Tampa and Manasquan, New 
Jersey, also participated in collecting food and dona-
tions.

U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Karl Schultz, who 
called the impasse between Trump and Congressional 
Democrats “unacceptable,” praised the new spend-
ing bill. “I recognize that the last five-plus weeks have 
been extremely trying and stressful for you and your 
families,” wrote Schultz in his announcement that 
funding had been restored. “But with the support of 
many remarkable Coast Guard communities across 
the nation; generous national service organizations 
and corporate entities; and our strong network of 
ombudsmen, spouse clubs, and Chief Petty Officers, 
you pulled together and demonstrated extraordinary 
patience, resiliency, and trust in your leaders.”

Schultz said he and the Coast Guard leadership were 
“so proud” of its members. “We are equally proud of 
your families that weathered adversity, unhesitatingly 
supporting your continued service,” he wrote.

Some Coast Guard families are preparing for another 
possible shutdown in February, according to the Navy 
Times. Mariah Battermann and Rachel Malcom, who 
have husbands in the Coast Guard in Rhode Island, 
told the paper they are sticking to “tight budgets” 
over the next few weeks.

“I would have breathed a much larger sigh of relief if 
it was a permanent, not temporary, agreement,” Bat-
termann told the paper. “We’re just still uncertain as 
to how to proceed with this. For our household, we’re 
definitely going to stay cautious.”

“You can only be so happy because you just have to 
know that it could happen again,” added Malcom. 
“We’re going to be playing catch up, so I don’t want 
to overspend.”

Industry News continued on Page 9
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Industry News continued from Page 7

Battermann and Malcom opened a resource center 
at a church in Newport, Rhode Island, for people af-
fected by the government shutdown. The resource 
center included household goods.

Crystal Simmons, whose husband serves in the Coast 
Guard in Connecticut, also plans to stay on a tight 
budget. “You’re looking at almost a week to pro-
cess back pay and that gives us maybe two weeks 
to breathe a little more normally, then we may be in 
the same situation,” Simmons told the paper. “I don’t 
think I can really relax and go back to the way things 
were.”

Simmons, who works at a local college, said some 
companies have allowed her family to delay payment 
on a few bills. “For a lot of families who are a one-
income family, it’s going to take a much longer time,” 
said Simmons. “It’s so disheartening to know that.”

BoatUS Rolls Out On-Water Training 
Program

Source: Marina Dock Age

After completing a successful pilot program in 2018, 
the BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean 
Water and several partners are launching the BoatUS 
Foundation On-Water Training Program. It offers a 
range of up to five courses at 40 locations across the 
country held in conjunction with local boat shows or 
as stand-alone weekend events at clubs, marinas and 
professional on-water training facilities.

“Course One: Introduction to Powerboating” and 
“Women Making Waves,” each three hours long and 
taught aboard 20- to 26-foot single-engine power-
boats, are offered at $149 and may include boat show 
admission. Both introductory and women’s courses 
offer the same curriculum. To continue the curricu-
lum, there’s also “Course Two: Precision Docking and 
Boat Handling”, “Course Three: Open-Water Boat 
Handling”, and “Course Four: Open-Water Advanced 
Maneuvering.”

All five courses offer the opportunity to learn center-
ing the wheel, shifting, steering and throttle control, 

stopping, station holding, understanding the “weath-
ervane” effect and how to use “the boater’s eye” 
technique to safely navigate. Class sizes are limited to 
four students per vessel, ensuring each student gets 
sufficient time at the helm under a U.S. Coast Guard-
licensed captain.

The first locations to announce hosting the training 
program in 2019 include the Miami International Boat 
Show, February 14 to18, Miami, Florida; Wharf Boat & 
Yacht Show, March 29 to 31, Orange Beach, Alabama; 
In-Command Seamanship Training, April 6 to 7, Wick-
ford, Rhode Island; Bay Bridge Boat Show, April 12 
to14, Stevensville, Maryland; Holiday Harbor Marina, 
April 13 to 14, Acworth, Georgia; and Fleet Boat Club, 
June 8, Rochester, New York. The remaining slate of 
courses will be rolled out throughout the year.

Curriculum was created by the National Safe Boating 
Council and approved by the National Association of 
Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA).

Key partners, who provide training vessels and in-
structor training include Freedom Boat Club, Nation-
al Marine Manufacturers Association, Annapolis Boat 
Shows, Annapolis School of Seamanship, In-Com-
mand Seamanship Training, Fleet Boat Club, Holiday 
Harbor Marina and Resort, Coastal Marine Manage-
ment, and West Marine.

For more information visit BoatUS.org/On-Water. 
Organizations interested in hosting training should 
send an email to OnWater@BoatUS.com.

New Round of Hearings on Gulf 
Snapper Management Amendment

Source: Trade Only Today

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council will 
hold a hearing tonight, one of a series it is conducting 
throughout gulf states to consider giving them more 
flexibility setting recreational red snapper seasons.

This is the second year of a pilot program that gives 
states more oversight of recreationally-caught red 
snapper in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Texas.

Industry News continued on Page 10

http://www.boatus.org/On-Water
http://www.boatus.org/On-Water
https://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
https://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
https://www.nasbla.org/home
mailto:OnWater@BoatUS.com
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/new-round-of-hearings-on-gulf-snapper-management-amendment?utm_campaign=TOT%20Newsletter%20Campaign&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=68825214&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_cIw9_Q8z5a0ioZhMj0e1ZxioR8X0GuU-xorVT_3XYdkV-bzvalBhLxNX-Ewkc-DRjfTHmk8HkH_R-LcS6cpSdwlpKOa0rmEmi8Apr0R_w92g7IOc&_hsmi=68825214
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/noaa-wants-feedback-on-plan-to-give-gulf-states-trial-management-of-recreational-red-snapper-catches


10

Industry News continued from Page 9

Last year, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Gov. Rick Scott announced a 40-
day recreational red snapper season for gulf state 
and federal waters, versus the 24-day season that was 
originally proposed for the region.

Tonight’s hearing on Draft Amendment 50 – State 
Management of Recreational Red Snapper, will take 
place at the Hilton in St. Petersburg, Fla., at 6:30 p.m., 
before moving to Texas. A full list of meetings can 
be found here.

The National Marine Manufacturers Association is en-
couraging members to attend and support the mea-
sure allowing states more flexibility in recreational 
snapper management.

“The Gulf of Mexico red snapper fishery has been 
plagued by controversy for years, but this year has been 

different,” said the NMMA in its newsletter, Currents. 
“Through a pilot program, each Gulf state has been 
able to manage the 2018 red snapper season for pri-
vate anglers, resulting in reasonable seasons and im-
proved data collection across the board. And fortunate-
ly, there’s an opportunity on the horizon to provide a 
long-term solution to this issue – which will allow states 
to continue managing this fishery and avoid returning 
to the shortened seasons under federal management.”

Hurricane Michael Boat Clean Up Ends

Source: Trade Only Today

The cleanup of 544 boats damaged or destroyed by 
Hurricane Michael in the Florida Panhandle was com-
pleted on Monday. Tallahassee.com reported that the 
removal involved a multimillion-dollar effort by the 
Coast Guard, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and NOAA.

Industry News continued on Page 11
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Industry News continued from Page 10

Hurricane Michael was the third most intense Atlantic 
hurricane to make landfall in the United States. It was the 
strongest storm in maximum wind speed to strike the 
U.S. mainland since Hurricane Andrew in 1992. It made 
landfall at Mexico Beach, Fla., on Oct. 10, 2018, becoming 
the first Category 4 hurricane to hit that region.

Robert Rowe, of the FWC, told the newspaper that boat 
cleanup in the Florida Panhandle was 99 percent com-
plete. Nearly 90 percent of the boats were in Bay Coun-
ty, where the storm first struck. Rowe said there are only 
three derelict boats left, including a 145-footer.

The recovery efforts started just days after Hurri-
cane Michael dissipated in mid-October. State offi-
cials used satellite images to identify possible boats 
in state waters. Rowe said the agencies did not have 
jurisdiction for boats that had been moved by the 
storm onto land above the tide line.

Rowe said that 1,378 targets had been identified. 
Some turned out to be floating refrigerators and oth-
er large objects.

Crews first removed gasoline, diesel and oil from the 
derelict vessels, and eventually removed them from 
the water. The FWC reports that 19,645 gallons of wa-
ter contaminated with oil and fuel had been collected.

FEMA had given the project a cleanup budget of $18.5 
million. Rowe said that $15.56 million had been spent by 
Monday. Seventy-five percent of the budget came from 
the federal agencies, and FWC paid the remaining 25 
percent.

“It’s not cheap, but we have a $10.5 billion boating 
economy in Florida, and we look at it as an invest-
ment,” Rowe said. “People don’t come to Florida to 
see wrecked boats and damage to the waterways.”

Rowe said that the recovery rate for boat owners fol-
lowing Michael was high. Eighty-one percent claimed 
their boats following the hurricane, compared with 
60 percent for Hurricane Irma.

“A lot of people have had everything destroyed,” 
Rowe said. “And honestly, one of their last concerns is 
this boat we’ve got in storage while they try to piece 
their lives back together and find a place to live and 
work and get back to their lives.”

Hurricanes Provide Testing Ground for 
Marina Preparedness

By Wendy Larimer, Marina Dock Age

This past year as Hurricanes Florence and Michael roared 
through the south, hundreds of marinas put their hur-
ricane plans in place and hoped for the best. While pre-
dictions for Hurricane Florence were for a Category 5, 
completely devasting storm, she fortunately dropped to 
a Category 1, but stayed around long enough to cause 
severe flooding. Hurricane Michael, on the other hand, 
came ashore with the full force of a Category 4 storm 
and left in its path complete destruction.

As with all storms, the insurance industry was put 
into action as soon as the winds and waters sub-
sided, working to ensure marinas could repair 
and rebuild as quickly as possible. Two agents, 
veterans of the marina and boatyard industry, 
shared what they saw and what they recommend. 
Insurance companies call DJ Tyler, vice president of 
Marine Specialties, to go out on site to look first hand 
at the damages and develop a scope of repairs, en-
suring bids received for the work are consistent with 

the damage that was recorded. Dan Rutherford, di-
rector of claims and risk management for Maritime 
Program Group, visits the marinas and yards that are 
insured through his company to assess damages and 
process claims.

Flooding in New Bern, North Carolina, twisted and 
destroyed marina docks

Industry News continued on Page 12

https://www.marinadockage.com/hurricanes-provide-testing-ground-marina-preparedness/
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To start with the good news, both insurance veterans 
say that storm damage does provide an opportunity 
for marinas to come out of the storm with a facility 
that is in better shape.

“We have seen guys come out on the backside bet-
ter than the front by investing their insurance money 
wisely. New boats, new people create excitement and 
rates go up. They don’t come out ahead, but there is 
opportunity for improvement,” Tyler said.

Rutherford concurs. “Build to newer and better. It’s an 
opportunity,” he said.

Rebuilding is not, however, a panacea, and problems 
with claims appear after every storm. Marinas are often 
undervalued and not carrying enough insurance when 
they need to make a claim. This is especially true for 
electrical code upgrades. When docks are damaged, 
the electric on them is also damaged, but there is a high 
cost to replacing what was lost with what meets the lat-
est code. Insurance companies and local brokers may 
be unaware of the required codes and aren’t assessing 

repair costs correctly, so when damage occurs the in-
surance policy isn’t providing enough money to cover 
the cost of repairs with electrical upgrades. Tyler com-
mented that even in states that have not adopted the 
latest code, the contractors will likely refuse to put in 
anything old because the liability to them is too high.

Flooding in New Bern twisted and destroyed ma-
rina docks.

Industry News continued on Page 13

https://findslips.com/
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“Marinas find themselves with sticker shock when 
they see what electric will cost, and there isn’t anyone 
to pay for that,” Tyler said.

Rutherford sees problems with upland flooding.

“Flood is the worst part of building damage because 
unless there’s separate flood insurance, it’s not cov-
ered. The insurance industry separates out flood and 
leaves it to NFIP (National Flood Insurance Program). 
Marinas need to buy added flood coverage and many 
don’t,” Rutherford said.

Before the Storm
In working with facilities that have had hurricane 
damage, Rutherford and Tyler offer advice on means 
to best protect property.

Both say hurricane plans are a necessity, and they 
need to be practiced and complete.

“I think because of different articles and awareness 
marinas do have written hurricane plans, but it’s likely 
not practiced and covering everything that needs to 
be covered,” Rutherford said.

The plan should include complete marina records and 
documents stored offsite, including photos of every 
part of the facility, agreements in place with custom-
ers stating that the marina is permitted to strip and 
secure boats with no liability, and basic duty lists for 
all personnel.

Tyler includes keeping up with maintenance as crucial 
means to limiting damage exposure. Loose boards, 
cracked trash cans, piles of trash can all become more 
hazardous when wind is blowing and waters are flood-
ing. He said that in his experience marinas that are well 
maintained fare better than those that are not.

Both encourage marinas to strip the boats to remove 
all windage and that contracts should be in place with 
boat owners to allow marinas to strip boats in the 
event of the storm.

“Some of things I like to drive our customers toward 
for prep is to remove as many vessels as possible,” 
Rutherford said. He also recommends moving larger 
vessels from the outer perimeter. Higher wind pro-

files (of larger boats) can break free easier. Even mov-
ing larger boats to inner dock sections helps. Ruth-
erford also recommends cross tying boats and docks 
because extra spring lines can make a difference.

Some infrastructure may also help reduce damage. 
Rutherford noted that wave attenuators can greatly 
reduce storm damages, if the marina knows its fetch 
and surge potential. Pile height is also a major factor 
in storm protection, he said.

“If any story needs to be told it is to design a facility 
to handle an abnormal surge height that you’d never 
imagine, 12 to 16 feet is possible. If piling are 8 to 10 
feet above mean high it won’t work. Once they float 
off the top, your marina is literally up the creek,” 
Rutherford said.

The Storms
While preparation is crucial it is difficult to prepare 
for each potential storm scenario.

“One thing I can stay for sure is that every storm is 
different. Every storm has its own set of challenges. 
We were watching Florence for a week and a half, and 
we were terrified at the suggestion it was going to be 
a Cat 4 or maybe 5. That would have been a disaster, 
but the collective claims managers’ prayers were lis-
tened to. It was a Cat 1 borderline 2, which made all 
the difference in the world,” Rutherford said.

He continued that there was less boat damage than 
anticipated and less damage to facilities on the bar-
rier islands, because the main source of damage from 
Florence was from winds and surge pushing water up 
places like the Pamlico Sound and New Bern River, 
where it had no place to go but over the banks and 
into neighborhoods and businesses. The surge and 
flooding caused damage to inland facilities while 
coastal ones fared well.

With less wind, vessels saw less damage, but marinas 
and boatyard saw more. “On the beautiful sunny days 
following the storm, yards were watching their docks 
starting to come off piling because the flooding had 
reached them,” Rutherford said.

Both men commented that the devastation from 
Hurricane Michael was like none they had ever seen 

Industry News continued on Page 14
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with the only positive that it was very localized. But 
anything that was in the direct path was damaged or 
completely destroyed.

Websites of three marinas in the Panama City area 
held these messages: “The marina is closed for the 
foreseeable future due to Hurricane Michael,” said 
Panama City Marina in Panama City, Florida. “We are 
still in the process of building demolition and dock 
rebuilding,” said Treasure Island Marina in Panama 
City Beach, Florida. “Due to the unfortunate circum-
stances effecting the marina operations from the re-
cent hurricane Michael on October 10, 2018 the Ma-
rina will be closed for a period of time allowing us to 
rebuild,” said Port St. Joe in Port St. Joe, Florida.

After The Storm
Tyler emphasizes one of the most crucial areas of 
concern post-storm is electric.

“Our typical spiel is telling the guys the most impor-
tant thing is safety. Get out there and deal with any 

electrical first. Get it off and bring in an electrician to 
test things. By and large, the dock guys are very care-
ful with electric, but the boat owners don’t under-
stand that electricity is the danger,” Tyler said. He has 
seen boaters cut locks off the breaker box to get the 
power on. Even with exposed copper in the power 
lines, Tyler has seen boaters still trying to turn it on.

It is the duty of the marina to mitigate any addition-
al damage once the storm has passed, Tyler said. If 
items are tossed around the yard, deck boards are 
popping, shutters are hanging, the marina should do 
a little bit of work to strap things down, use spare 
boards to nail things together and do the best they 
can to keep things in tact before the real repair be-
gins. He suggested that leaving damage alone often 
just makes it worse.

Both insurance representatives recommend patience.
“Realize it’s a long process and especially when you’re 
dealing with a hurricane. Everybody is busy, contrac-
tors are busy, it takes a long time to recover,” Tyler 
said.

https://www.fisherphillips.com/
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Clean Marina & 
Environmental News

2018 Was the Hottest Year Ever 
Recorded for the Planet’s Oceans

By Brandon Miller, CNN Meteorologist (Source: CNN)

Last year was the hottest for the planet’s oceans since 
global records began in 1958, according to an inter-
national team of scientists who track the data. Their 
findings were published Wednesday in the scientific 
journal Advances in Atmospheric Sciences.

The year 2018 passed the previous record set just the 
year before, in 2017; the top five years of ocean heat 
have come in the last five years. Last year continues 
a startling trend of global ocean warming that is a 
direct result of humans’ warming of the planet, the 
authors say.

The same group of scientists published a study last 
week showing that oceans are warming faster than 
scientists thought, by absorbing more heat than was 
previously known. That will result in a six-fold in-
crease in ocean warming by 2081-2100, compared to 
the past 60 years.

Warmer oceans lead to a variety of problems, such as 
sea level rise, more intense storms with heavier rain-
fall, coral bleaching and melting polar ice.

What warmer oceans mean for the planet
The increasing amount of heat-trapping gases, such 
as carbon dioxide, released into the atmosphere by 
humans, cre-
ates an energy 
imbalance that 
leads to global 
heating.

“The vast ma-
jority of global 
warming heat 
ends up depos-
ited in the world’s oceans,” the authors say, which make 
it one of the best -- if not the best -- indicator for climate 
change. In fact, studies show over 90% of the heat trapped 
by greenhouse gases gets absorbed in the ocean.

“Increases in ocean heat are incontrovertible proof 
that the Earth is warming,” the study said.

Ocean heat shows proof of global warming
Kevin Trenberth, a scientist with the Climate Analysis 
Section at the US National Center for Atmospheric 
Research and co-author of the study, said the ocean 
heat trend is a better climate change indicator than 
air temperature.

“The global mean surface temperature record is great-
ly affected by 
weather, El 
Nino and so 
forth,” Tren-
berth said. 
“The ocean 
heat warm-
ing signal is 
much more 
visible and 
not as noisy.”

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 16

Ocean heat content (OHC) in the upper 
2000m during 2018.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00376-019-8276-x
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/10/world/ocean-warming-faster/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/10/world/ocean-warming-faster/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/12/health/warm-ocean-effects-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/12/health/warm-ocean-effects-intl/index.html
http://www.climatechange2013.org/images/uploads/WGIAR5_WGI-12Doc2b_FinalDraft_Chapter03.pdf
http://www.climatechange2013.org/images/uploads/WGIAR5_WGI-12Doc2b_FinalDraft_Chapter03.pdf
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This graph shows how closely the increase in ocean 
heat content compares to the increases in atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide.

Impacts from the warmer oceans
The impacts from warming oceans were clearly visible 
during the past year, according the study’s authors.

The added heat resulted in a global mean sea level 
rise of 29.5 millimeters above the 1981-2010 aver-
age, which was the largest ever observed. Rising sea 
levels makes coastal communities more susceptible 
to storm surges, coastal erosion and saltwater intru-
sion of freshwater supplies.

Climate change is making storms like Hurricane 
Florence worse
Warmer water fueled a number of major hurricanes 
and typhoons across the world in 2018, including hur-
ricanes Michael and Florence, which brought massive 

wind destruc-
tion and devas-
tating floods to 
the US South-
east, and Super 
Typhoon Mang-
khut, the stron-
gest storm of 
the year, which 
caused major 

damage to the Philippines and Hong Kong.

The warmer water also allows the air to hold more 
moisture, which supercharged the rainfall from Hur-
ricane Florence in the Carolinas. Warmer than normal 
ocean waters in the Pacific in Indian Ocean also fed 
major flooding events in Japan and India.

Other impacts from the warmer oceans in-
clude bleaching and death of coral reefs, which 
have been significant in recent years in the Great 
Barrier Reef off of Australia.

Melting sea ice and ice shelves are another by 
product of the added heat in the oceans, and can 
also add to sea level rise as land ice flows into 
the ocean. An unrelated study released earlier 
this week found that warmer ocean temperatures 
have been melting Antarctic ice at a rapidly ac-
celerating rate.

Swantown Marina Recertifies as 
Clean Marina and Leadership Clean 

Boatyard

Source: Marina Dock Age

Swantown Marina and Boatworks has been re-certi-
fied as a Clean Marina under the Clean Marina Wash-
ington program and recertified as a Leadership Clean 
Boatyard by the Clean Boating Foundation of Wash-
ington. The marina is part of the Port of Olympia.
Created in 2005, the Clean Marina program helps ma-
rinas assess their operations and make improvements 
to better protect the environment. Facilities must 
achieve a set of qualification standards to be certified.

Clean Boating Foundation is a similar program, with a 
mission to create cleaner waters in Washington State. 
Incorporating boaters, boatyards, environmental 
groups, the Washington state Department of Ecology 
and scientific experts, the Clean Boating Foundation 
is a voluntary, market-driven effort to improve Puget 
Sound and surrounding waterways.

Swantown Marina, which was first certified as a Clean 
Marina in 2007 and again in 2012, has exceeded the 
Clean Marina requirements. Its five-star, Leadership 
Clean Marina designation is the highest rating avail-
able in Washington State.

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 17

https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/19/us/climate-change-hurricane-florence-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/19/us/climate-change-hurricane-florence-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/19/us/climate-change-hurricane-florence-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/12/us/hurricane-michael-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/12/us/hurricane-michael-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/13/us/hurricane-florence-south-east-coast-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/videos/weather/2018/09/15/typhoon-mangkhut-storm-video-wrap-js-orig.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/weather/2018/09/15/typhoon-mangkhut-storm-video-wrap-js-orig.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/weather/2018/09/15/typhoon-mangkhut-storm-video-wrap-js-orig.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/19/us/climate-change-hurricane-florence-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/19/us/climate-change-hurricane-florence-wxc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/18/world/great-barrier-reef-coral-dying-climate-change/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/14/world/climate-change-antarctica-ice-melt-twin-studies/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/14/world/climate-change-antarctica-ice-melt-twin-studies/index.html
https://www.marinadockage.com/swantown-marina-recertifies-clean-marina-leadership-clean-boatyard/
http://swantownmarina.com/
http://www.cleanmarinawashington.org/
http://www.cleanmarinawashington.org/
http://www.cleanboatingfoundation.org/
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Bruce Marshall, Port of Olympia harbor director said, 
“I am proud of all the hard work the staff at the ma-
rina and boatyard performs on a daily basis to ensure 
our facilities and operations operate at the highest 
level of efficiency while also remaining environmen-
tally sustainable.”

The Clean Boating Foundation highlighted Swan-
town’s annual half-day oil spill response drill for staff 
as one of the reasons the facility was certified. This 
training entails deploying its 700-foot boom and sim-
ulating an oil spill at the dock.

The facility also has plans to ban sandblasting and 
spray painting and create a vacuum sander inspec-
tion program, all aimed at reducing heavy metals and 
other pollutants entering the waterways.

Maryland Clean Marina Re-Certifies 
Marinas and Announces Workshops

Source: Marina Dock Age

The Maryland Clean Marina Initiative closed out the 
year re-certifying seven Clean Marinas, announcing 
plans for its upcoming workshops, and providing 
ideas for winter activities that marinas should under-
take.

The following facilities met both regulatory require-
ments and environmental best practices to renew 
their Clean Marina certifications for another three 
years:

• Annapolis City Marina
• BMC Inner Harbor Marine Center (Baltimore)
• Island View Marina (Chester)
• Maryland Yacht Club (Pasadena)
• Ocean City Fishing Center
• Skipjack Cove Yachting Center (Georgetown)
• Sunset Marina (Ocean City)

For marinas in Maryland that are not yet certified 
the program offers annual workshops, which include 

tours of marinas and presentations on topics of in-
terest to marinas and boatyards. The workshops are 
open to operators of all types of marine facilities. This 
year’s events will be held February 7 in Rock Hall, Feb-
ruary 12 in Solomons and February 14 in Annapolis.

With the boating season in a winter slow down in the 
state, Maryland Clean Marina reminds marinas this 
is a good time to review and update Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety 
data sheets for chemicals staff uses. The review itself 
should be documented and kept on file. Now is also 
a good time to organize required permits, plans and 
records, especially the General Permit for Discharge 
from Marinas and Boatyards. Finally, winter provides 
downtime for staff training.

Ohio Clean Marina Touts 2018 
Successes

Source: Marina Dock Age

The Ohio Clean Marina program released a year-end 
summary of its accomplishments for 2018. The pro-
gram re-certified 11 marinas and certified one new 
marina that received platinum status under the pro-
grams newly created tiered certification program. 
The clean boater pledge was signed by 347 boaters 
under the Ohio Clean Boater Program that makes 
boaters more aware of the environmental impact of 
boating activities. The staff also held eight workshops 
and trainings that reached 9,070 people. In addition, 
the group rolled out new guidance on boat wash wa-
ter to coincide with the state’s new requirements for 
marinas to treat pressure wash wastewater.

Plans are also underway for the 2019 Ohio Marina 
Conference to be held February 20 at the Catawba 
Island Club in Port Clinton, Ohio. The day will feature 
education from experts on topics requested by area 
marinas, a celebration of newly certified and recerti-
fied Clean Marinas and opportunity for networking 
with others in the industry.

https://www.marinadockage.com/maryland-clean-marina-re-certifies-marinas-announces-workshops/
http://dnr.maryland.gov/Boating/Pages/cleanmarina/home.aspx
https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/clean
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This 
course focuses on marina operations, policies, and procedures. Marina-man-
agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and challenges 
throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response 
planning, environmental management, health and safety compliance, and 
personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small 
groups, interactive workshops, and specific case studies, the AMM course 
examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and permit-
ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management 
and loss control, improving the quality and value of services, policy and 
procedure manuals, business strategy and financial management, marketing, 
promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-
tive on management issues, and a long-term network of international con-
tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended
IMM Course.

IMM Course 
February 17-21, 2019

AMM Course
February 24 - March 1, 2019 

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the 
certification that you qualify for, CMM or CMO.

   Charleston, SC

Apply Here

Apply Here

https://marinaassociation.org/courses
https://marinaassociation.org/courses
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     Legislation &
          Partnerships

AMI Hosts Regional Issue Roundtables 
at the International Marina and 

Boatyard Conference

By Eric Kretsch

At this year’s International Marina and Boatyard Con-
ference (IMBC) the Association of Marina Industries 
hosted, for the first time, regional roundtables de-
signed to connect marina owners and operations 
throughout various regions of the US, Canada, and 
Caribbean. The objective was to discuss business 
pressure points and work toward identifying solu-
tions. Any conference member could attend the 
roundtable of their choice. 

Attendees identified many issues facing their busi-
ness, some region wide while others it was shown are 
interregional issues. AMI staff see this as an integral 
part of our work, connecting marina owners within re-
gions, but also expanding networks across the coun-
try and across borders to share solutions to problems 
that face marina businesses and our industry. 

Below, I try to capture major issues identified in each 
roundtable, if you have comments, or similar or dif-
ferent problems facing your business reach out to 
Eric Kretsch at EKretsch@MarinaAssociation.org. We 
will add them to this list and continue to report. 

North Pacific and Western Canada
The cost and time put in to compliance is rising, in-
cluding environmental compliance, among others. 
Dredging and other coastal construction is taking 
longer to complete, because permitting processes 
are getting lengthier and more complex. The region 
is seeing more issues arise from abandoned and der-
elict vessels. Program ideas include education pro-
grams, expanding registration fees for disposal, and 
developing disposal or recycling centers.

In regards to business operations, finding profitable 
ways to use the “off-season” would help underuti-
lized facilities boost revenue. The region also looks to 
attract superyachts to the northwest, BC and Alaska. 

Mid-south Pacific
Public access is a major issue for marina operators, 
large fines have been violations. Many marinas are 
struggling to provide public access, while balancing 
a safe environment for the public. Liability of public 
access is a major concern. Derelict vessels are a con-
cern in this region. In the San Francisco Bay region, 
homeless population issues are a growing concern 
for marinas. 

Inland East
Workforce development issues remains a major issue 
in this region. Along with workforce, ageing infra-
structure and high/low level water management on 
lakes and rivers is impacting marina business in the 
region. This region is also facing issues with aban-
doned vessels and interested in reevaluating and 
possibly expanding the benefits of the clean marinas 
program. 

Great Lakes and Eastern Canada
Finding qualified workers is an ongoing challenge; 
it is primarily difficult to find qualified marine techs. 
This group identified they would like to eliminate low 
achieving employees, but cannot find replacements. 
In regards to business, expanding marketing strate-
gies to new ways of communicating with customers 
and potential customers, would support growing ma-
rina businesses. This group felt marinas are behind 
the times in marketing techniques.

North Atlantic 
Members identified workforce as a major problem, 
identifying mentoring programs as a potential so-
lution and the need to combat the “everyone goes 
to college” and the “outside work means no raise in 

By Eric Kretsch

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 20
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pay” narratives. They identified major problems with 
recruiting new employees, specifically finding me-
chanics.  Boats and customer needs are changing 
and marinas are struggling to keep up. Particularly 
larger boats are requiring more dredging and more 
fuel choices.

They identified moving toward concierge services; 
utilizing more technology, including “Dockwa type” 
– customer facing products; and raising slip prices as 
ways to manage for the future. In an era with marina 
expansion difficulties and rising costs, optimizing slip 
revenue through changes in customer and opera-
tions management is vital for marina successes. 

South Atlantic and Caribbean
Dredging, particularly in and out of inlets, is a ma-
jor issue to boater safety. Recent hurricanes (Michael, 
Florence, Irma, Matthew) have damaged businesses 
and waterways throughout the region. Getting assis-
tance is a challenge.

Aging infrastructure is not getting attention particu-
larly at municipal and state facilities.

Permitting processes take too long and inhibit quick 
recovery for some. It also slows development and 
business growth. This group identified various prof-
it expanding ideas aimed at optimizing profit and 
growth in good economic times. These included add-
ing amenities to compete with other properties, uti-
lizing neighboring businesses to add value, commu-
nity partnerships, boat clubs, and Airbnb. They also 
identified concierge services including basic mainte-
nance service as a way to boost the value of a slip. 

Gulf of Mexico
Red tide, though according to the group 
it may have been over blown by media, 
was worse financially than BP Horizon 
spill. Hurricane Irma had long lasting 
effects in the region, but also provided 
profit opportunities like haul-out servic-
es including haul-out membership pro-
grams, etc. One marina identified adding 
lights to your hoist so you can operate in 
the evenings before a storm to maximize 
operations. 10-day forecasting is critical 

in pre-storm decision making. 

This group also discussed workforce issues identify-
ing limited technical man power and the need for 
expanding the workforce. They reported sometimes 
having a day-to-day workforce.

Meet Key Congressional Leaders in 
Outdoor Recreation – January 2019

Source: Outdoor Recreation Round Table

Congressional leadership is key to ensuring Ameri-
cans have continued access to high-quality experi-
ences on federally-managed lands and waters – 
nearly one-third of our nation’s surface. The Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee and House 
of Representatives Natural Resources Committee are 
responsible for statutes and overseeing policies that 
govern federal lands and waters managed by agen-
cies including the National Park Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
more. The Wilderness Act, Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act, and the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Act are examples of legislation that falls 
under the jurisdiction of these committees – along 
with issues like the $18.6 billion deferred mainte-
nance backlog facing the nation’s parks, forests, and 
other public lands and waters.

Find out more about four key leaders of these com-
mittees – three of them serving in new roles during 
the 116th Congress – and links to the committees by 
visiting the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable’s “Meet 
the Federal Leaders in Outdoor Recreation.”

Featured this month are bios and contact information 
on:

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 20

https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=46bbd42061&e=98bb5289e5
https://funoutdoors.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c73f685a6202936dbb75fe27e&id=46bbd42061&e=98bb5289e5
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Stay tuned for updates on other key Congressional 
and Executive Branch leaders!

Congressional Climate January 2019

By Jason Ortega, Lobbyit.com)

Since mid-December, the shutdown has been driving 
the narrative in DC and nationwide. As of the writing 
of this report, there is no resolution in sight and the 
question now becomes how much pain is necessary 
before a deal is reached?

The lame duck period between the election and the 
end of the year turned out to be both productive and 
devastating. On the productive side, Congress passed 
the Farm Bill, a key criminal justice reform bill, and a 
number of other small but important bills. However, 
a standoff between President Trump and the Demo-
crats has led to a devastating government shutdown 
which is now the longest in history. This shutdown 
is unique because it isn’t the entire government that 
is shutdown and the Administration has been taking 
steps to ease the pain of the shutdown. These two 
things combined have significantly lowered the pres-
sure on Congress and the President to reach a deal. 
It’s a two edged sword - it is a good thing that pain 
has been reduced but by lengthening the shutdown, 
the pain being felt is still very real and is for a longer 
period of time.

Despite the shutdown, Congress and their staff are 
still working. The legislative branch is fully funded 
and Members are mapping out their agendas for the 
year. The shutdown has delayed some of this work by 
about 3-4 weeks. Committee assignments are com-
plete and we are now waiting for subcommittee as-
signments to be made. This information is important 
as we map out which Members to target this year 
and who will be sitting on committees that have an 
impact on our legislative priorities. Our team has al-
ready been on the Hill, meeting with our staff con-

nections and getting some insight on what into what 
Members plane to prioritize and on what timetable.

For now, we will continue to monitor newly intro-
duced bills and whether there is a breakthrough in 
the shutdown negotiations

During the month of December, our team continued 
to monitor the developments related to the shutdown 
and make plans that would advance AMI’s agenda 
in the new year. As part of that effort, I followed up 
with Congresswoman Pingree’s office to get an in-
troduction to the National Working Waterfronts Net-
work, who has helped her office draft bills in the past. 
I was connected with the current head of the Net-
work and we had a good discussion. The Network is 
comprised of volunteers who are experts in working 
waterfronts throughout the country. They help local 
waterfront economies with research and advice. They 
have worked with other funded organizations in the 
past, like BoatUS and NMMA. However, they current-
ly don’t have such a relationship. This could be an 
opportunity for AMI to build its profile on the Hill for 
little financial investment, while gaining access to a 
wealth of expertise.

We will continue to pursue these conversations, as 
well as others throughout the Hill.

https://mackdavidbuildings.com/
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Around The World
Second Stage for Friday Marina

Source: Marina World 

CANADA: Having successfully completed phase one, 
Poralu Marine has now been contracted to under-
take the second stage of a 1,000 slip marina project 
on Lake Simcoe in Ontario. Friday Harbour Resort is 
destined to become a new all-year-round upmarket 
residential and visitor destination.

The company, which has been instrumental in intro-
ducing the concept of aluminium dock systems to 
North America, designed and built the phase one 
Friday Harbour marina system at its factory in Saint-
Eustache, Quebec and completed all in record time 
to enable the facility to open in spring 2018. It offers 
multi-location commercial marina slips and private 
residential docking amenities along a boardwalk.
 
Stephen Fischer, Poralu Marine sales manager in On-
tario, summed up the challenges and the result. “As 
this [Friday Harbour] is located on a lake that freezes 
over in winter, we had many constraints for this project 
considering we had to start delivering in February, the 
heart of winter. Meeting these challenges required us 
to demonstrate our technical ingenuity while allowing 
design to prevail. After all, Friday Harbour is a beautiful 
higher end development. With a Poralu programme 
that found a way to match engineered solutions with 
aesthetically pleasing high-end products, this marina 
will certainly increase in value over time,” he said.

Petition Calls for Safe Boating Access 
to Batemans Bay 

Local marina calls on state government to carry out 
dredging works. 

Source: Marine Business

Batemans Bay Marina on the NSW south coast has 
launched an online petition seeking support for im-
mediate action to be taken on dredging the Clyde 
River entrance to provide safe access for boats.

According to the petition – which can be signed here – the 
last dredging works were carried out in 2016 and, since 
then, the bar has silted up again to a depth of only 70cm 

at low tide. As a result, several boats have been stranded 
on the bar and local marine rescue and police vessels are 
finding it difficult to get in and out of the channel.

Daimon Martin, general manager at Batemans Bay 
Marina, called on the NSW Government to commit to 
a dredging program as a highest priority.

“Safe navigation and access in regional waterways 
and small ports is just as critical to the boating indus-
try as the maintenance of roads and rail to users of 
cars and trains,” he said.

“When a vessel is in distress at sea we all expect that 
the vessels and persons can seek safe harbour or ref-
uge in small ports along the coast.

“There are also dramatic flow on effects to small busi-
nesses, retail and tourism in regional towns like Bate-
mans Bay, from visiting boats and their on-land spend.

“As boating activity increases outside metropolitan areas 
and we see increasing numbers in bluewater cruising to 
regional ports along the ‘Horizon Highway’, we seek ur-
gent assistance from the NSW Government to take ac-
tion on dredging the Clyde River entrance sandbar.

“We ask the entire industry to get behind this really 
important cause and support our petition.”

The NSW Maritime Infrastructure Plan released last year 
states that $445,000 has been allocated to improve Bate-
mans Bay access as part of the Coastal Dredging Strat-
egy which offers $8 million over four years for councils 
to carry out local dredging projects. Read more.

http://www.marinebusiness.com.au/
https://www.change.org/p/andrew-constance-mp-member-for-bega-minister-for-transport-and-infrastructure-safe-passage-for-boats-in-the-clyde-river-channel
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/maritime/projects/marine-infrastructure-plan-december-2019.pdf
hhttp://www.marinebusiness.com.au/news/petition-calls-for-safe-boating-access-to-batemans-bay#f6pgvP6rQEHRmwVL.99
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News From Washington
  

Recreation Leaders Meet with 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue

Earlier this week, Outdoor Recreation Roundtable 
(ORR) leaders – including NMMA president and ORR 
chairman, Thom Dammrich – met with U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and the Environment, Jim Hub-
bard, and other key officials to discuss the industry’s 
importance to the U.S economy. NMMA is an active 
member of ORR, with several of its staff serving in a 
leadership capacity.

During the meeting, ORR representatives noted the 
importance of national forests to many recreational 
activities, and highlighted the world-class experiences 
provided to anglers and skiers, hikers, climbers, camp-
ers, paddlers, boaters and motorized trail enthusiasts. 
The group also underscored the key role national for-
ests play in rural economies across the country and 
the importance of key provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill 
that will allow rural economic development grants for 
recreation infrastructure in rural America.

“We had an excellent conversation with Secretary 
Perdue,” said Dammrich. “He made clear that he sup-
ports the recreation industry and invites us to grow 
partnerships on the public lands and waters in the 
national forest system – 193 million acres, more 
than 400,000 acres of lakes, 4300 campgrounds and 
160,000 miles of trails.  He invited our help in iden-
tifying specific steps forward and ORR will provide 
those.”

Secretary Perdue said the meeting was “very helpful,” and 
that the department is, “committed to helping Americans 
enjoy recreational opportunities in our national forests.”

In addition to Dammrich, the recreational boating in-
dustry was represented in the meeting by Joe Hoff-
master, President of Hoffmaster’s Marina and Chair-
man of Marine Retailers Association of the Americas, 
Mike Happe, president and CEO of Winnebago, and 
Paul Vitrano, senior assistant general counsel of Po-
laris. Additional information on topics discussed and 
participants can be found here.

For more information, please contact NMMA senior 
vice president of government relations and legal af-
fairs, Nicole Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org.

NMMA Urges Army Corp to Proceed 
with AIS Prevention Measures

On Tuesday, the Boating and Fishing Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) Coalition submitted public comments 
to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, calling on the 
Corp to implement projects recommend in the Brand 
Roads Lock and Dam Report, which will help combat 
the spread of AIS to the Great Lakes. The coalition 
was established by NMMA and its partner organiza-
tions during the summer of 2018 to advance the in-
dustry’s AIS priorities.

According to the filing, “The estimated cost of the 
projects within the Report increase from approxi-
mately $275 million to $777.8 million. This increase 
includes $317 million in contingency costs and ap-
proximately $460 million in project costs. We agree 

News from Washington continued on Page 24

You’re Number One!
At BoatU.S., you’ll find boating experts with the answers you 
need when you call. Our knowledgeable Underwriters not only 
find the perfect coverage for your boat and boating lifestyle, 
we’ll work with you to help find ways to save on your premium. 
And, as a Berkshire Hathaway company, you can be sure 
BoatU.S. will be here each and every time you need us. 

“So often in this day and age, 
customer service representatives 
are indifferent in their dealings 
with clients over the phone. I was 
extremely satisfied with the helpful 
and courteous way my insurance 
inquiry was handled and want to 
thank you for having people of 
this caliber available for your 
insurance customers.” 
                        —Bruce Fournier,  
   Bradenton, FL

Policies Subject to Limits and Exclusions

For a fast, free quote call 1-800-283-2883 
or apply online at BoatUS.com

With BoatU.S. Insurance, 
You’re Not Just A Number...

BoatU.S. Member Bruce Fournier aboard 
“G’Day” on the Braden River in Florida.

Association of Marina Industries.indd   1 1/9/09   4:30:41 PM

https://recreationroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Full-Perdue-Meeting-Package-January-2019.pdf
mailto:nvasilaros@nmma.org
http://www.boatus.com
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that while this is a significant increase in cost, howev-
er the Great Lakes are worth the investment for their 
protection against the potential economic disaster 
due to an Asian carp invasion.” 

The filing continues, “We encourage and recommend 
that the ACOE proceed with the expedited strategy to 
implement this project. The risk to the Great Lakes is 
too high to wait any longer.

“Stopping the spread of Asian carp and other invasive 
species from reaching the Great Lakes remains a criti-
cal and urgent matter. We hope that you continue to 
hit the timeline outlined in the Report and that this is 
included in the February 2019 Chief’s Report. With-
out these projects being implemented swiftly, the fu-
ture of the boating and fishing pastimes in the Great 
Lakes are in danger of being lost.”

The full filing is available here: https://bit.ly/2RArVcK 
For more information, please contact NMMA director 
of state government relations, Libby Yranski at lyran-
ski@nmma.org.

NMMA Welcomes Florida Governor’s 
Action on Water Quality Initiatives

Last week, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed Ex-
ecutive Order 19-12 – formally called the Achieving 
More Now For Florida’s Environment order – with the 
goal of implementing major reforms to ensure the 
protection of Florida’s environment and water qual-
ity. In response, NMMA applauded the governor for 
acting on these issues, which are top priorities of the 
recreational boating community.

Specifically, the order calls for $2.5 billion over the next 
four years for Everglades restoration and protection of 
water resources – a $1 Billion increase in spending over 
the previous four years and the highest level of fund-
ing for restoration in Florida’s history. Additionally, Gov-
ernor DeSantis’ established the Blue-Green Algae Task 
Force, charged with focusing on expediting progress 
toward reducing the adverse impacts of blue-green al-
gae blooms now and over the next five years.

“Our water and natural resources are the foundation of 
our economy and our way of life in Florida,” said Gover-

nor Ron DeSantis. “The protection of water resources is 
one of the most pressing issues facing our state. That’s 
why today I’m taking immediate action to combat the 
threats which have devastated our local economies and 
threatened the health of our communities.”

A full list of projects authorized by the executive or-
der is available.

For more information, please contact NMMA senior 
vice president of government relations and legal af-
fairs, Nicole Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org.

NMMA Boat Show Advocacy Events 
Off to a Great Start

The NMMA advocacy team held their first briefing 
events at the Atlanta and Chicago boat shows last 
week, kicking off the initial leg of their “Propelling 
Our Industry Forward” series. Looking ahead, the 
advocacy tour heads to the Minneapolis, New York, 
New England, and Atlantic City shows, and NMMA 
is encouraging all stakeholders and exhibitors to at-
tend. Click here to register today.

In Atlanta, NMMA political advocacy and engage-
ment director, Erica Crocker and NMMA director of 
state government relations, Libby Yranski lead a dis-
cussion on advocacy accomplishments from last year, 
2019 policy priorities, and the importance of grass-
roots participation in achieving these objectives. 

Approximately 40 people from the boating indus-
try attended the Atlanta event. Also in the audience 
were representatives from the offices of Senator Da-
vid Perdue (R-GA), Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA), 
Congressman Doug Collins (R-GA-09), as well as 
officials from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. At 
the state level, Georgia Representatives Marc Morris 
and Rhonda Burnough attended, in addition to offi-
cials from the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Wildlife and 
Sportfish Restoration Atlanta offices.

In Chicago, NMMA vice president of state govern-
ment relations, David Dickerson and director of 
federal government affairs, Lance West met with 
advocates in the Great Lakes region to discuss the 
industry’s 2019 state and federal priorities. The event 
included a presentation on issues such as NMMA’s 

News from Washington continued from Page 23
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leadership on Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) preven-
tion, trade policy, and the impact of E-15 sales on the 
industry. Advocates engaged in a question and an-
swer session following the presentation and walked 
away with industry statistics on how recreational 
boating is positively impacting the economy of Illi-
nois and the surrounding area.

The four remaining events will be held later this 
month and in February. Individual registration pages 
with additional details for each event are available at 
the following links:

• Minneapolis Boat Show | Wednesday, January 
23, 2019 – Register

• New York Boat Show | Thursday, January 24, 
2019 – Register

• New England Boat Show | Thursday, February 
14, 2019 – Register

• Atlantic City Boat Show | Thursday, February 28, 
2019 – Register

Regardless of whether someone has been involved 
with NMMA for years or is new to the industry, NMMA 
encourages everyone to attend the events and bring 
their colleagues and friends.

If you have questions or would like more information, 
please contact NMMA senior vice president of gov-
ernment relations and legal affairs, Nicole Vasilaros at 
nvasilaros@nmma.org.

Become a Co-Host for the 2019 
American Boating Congress Today

The 2019 American Boating Congress (ABC) will be 
held from May 13-15 this year and the opportunity to 
become a co-host is now open. ABC is the one time of 
year when the entire boating community comes to-
gether – being a co-host demonstrates your organiza-
tion’s commitment to the industry and the work we do 
together in Washington, D.C. and at the state level.
 
Participating as a co-host allows you to be at the ta-
ble during the planning process as ABC 2019 shapes 
up to be another record-breaking year. The first co-
host call will be Monday, January 28 at 11:00am ET.
The co-host contract can be found here. 

Co-hosts receive exclusive benefits, including compli-
mentary access to meeting space, extensive promotion 
of your involvement and leadership, and much more. 
We ask you to join us as a co-host to make a difference 
for your business and members by having a seat at the 
table as we address our industry’s most pressing issues.

If you are interested in becoming a co-host or par-
ticipating in the call, please contact NMMA director 
of state government relations, Libby Yranski at lyran-
ski@nmma.org.

NMMA Adds Former Senator Corker 
Staffer to Advocacy Team

NMMA announced today that former U.S. Senator 
Bob Corker (R-TN) staffer Lee Gatts has joined the 
organization as its newest policy and engagement 
manager, focusing on the Southeast region.

NMMA senior vice president of government relations 
and legal affairs Nicole Vasilaros notes, “Lee brings 
a breadth of government relations experience and 
coupled with his time working in Senator Corker’s of-
fice and his broader political acumen, he will play a 
key role as we deepen our footprint and increase our 
state-level presence in the region.”

In his new role, Gatts will support NMMA’s advocacy 
and grassroots activities in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. Prior 
to joining NMMA, Gatts served as Field Director for 
Senator Corker, working with state and local elected 
officials, business leaders, and constituents in Middle 
Tennessee. Gatts also served as the Grassroots Direc-
tor for Tennesseans’ for Student Success, an educa-
tion non-profit based in Nashville, Tennessee.

“It’s an incredible privilege to join this smart, dynamic 
team committed to strengthening the recreational 
boating industry,” Gatts said. “I look forward to ap-
plying my experience and passion for NMMA’s policy 
issues to support our members at the local level.”

A longtime Tennessee resident, Gatts earned his mas-
ter’s and undergraduate degree at Tennessee Techno-
logical University, where he was awarded the prestigious 
“Derryberry Award,” given to one graduating senior 
each year. In 2015, Gatts was recognized by Governor 
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Bill Haslam and awarded the Colonel Aide de Camp for 
“outstanding achievement by a Tennessee citizen.”

Gatts can be reached at lgatts@nmma.org. 

NMMA Announces Congressional 
Boating Caucus Co-Chairs for the 

116th Congress

Today, NMMA welcomed Senator Gary Peters (D-MI), 
Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS), Representative Lois Fran-
kel (D-FL-21), and Representative Jackie Walorski (R-IN-
2) as the Congressional Boating Caucus co-chairs in the 
116th Congress. Celebrating its 30-year anniversary, the 
caucus is a bipartisan group of more than 100 U.S. Sen-
ators and Representatives formed in 1989 to advocate 
for the interests of the recreational boating industry.

“As an industry that now contributes an estimat-
ed $170.3 billion in economic activity to the U.S. 
economy each year – supporting more than 35,000 
businesses and 691,000 jobs – the Congressional 
Boating Caucus has long played an integral role in 
allowing marine manufacturing to remain a positive 
force in communities across the country,” said Thom 
Dammrich, NMMA president. “On behalf of the recre-
ational boating industry, I would like to thank the co-
chairs for serving in this capacity and their commit-
ment to advancing the caucus’s mission. NMMA and 

our partner organizations are eager to work along-
side these leaders as we look to navigate a new po-
litical environment, propose commonsense policies, 
and ensure the more than 141 million boaters who 
take to our nation’s waterways annually are able to 
enjoy the benefits of a day on the water.”

NMMA senior vice president of government relations 
and legal affairs, Nicole Vasilaros added, “We are en-
couraged by the widespread support for the recre-
ational boating industry that has grown on both sides 
of the aisle over the years, largely driven by efforts 
of the Congressional Boating Caucus. As we look to 
build on recent legislative successes – including pas-
sage of the Modern Fish Act and inclusion of key in-
dustry priorities in bills like the U.S. Coast Guard re-
authorization and America’s Water Infrastructure Act 
– we are fortunate to have dedicated, hardworking 
co-chairs who will help us achieve these objectives.”

The Congressional Boating Caucus has provided lead-
ership on priority issues for the marine industry, such 
as restoration of the Everglades, fisheries manage-
ment reform, protecting consumers from misfuelling 
with E15, fair and free trade, and support for water-
way access. The co-chairs look forward to champion-
ing issues of importance to the boating industry.

“Michigan is home to vibrant boating and fishing in-
dustries that support small businesses, boost tourism 
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Take Your Marina to the Next 
Level

The Marina Policy Guidelines Manual offers marina 
owners and managers a guide to implementing policies 

that will professionalize the management of your marina. 

Written by Carl Wolf CMM, CMI of Robson Forensic, 
the Manual provides policies covering administration, 

marina operations, marketing, financial controls, 
and maintenance, as well as safety, security and 

environmental issues. Purchase now.

mailto:lgatts@nmma.org
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26


27

News from Washington continued from Page 26

and are key engines of economic growth for commu-
nities across the state,” said Senator Peters, a member 
of the Senate Great Lakes Task Force. “I look forward 
to joining my colleagues on the Congressional Boat-
ing Caucus to highlight the critical roles boating and 
fishing play on Michigan waterways and assess ways 
to support millions of American boaters.”

Senator Wicker added, “Recreational boaters boost our 
economy, employ thousands of Americans, and contrib-
ute directly to the conservation of our natural resourc-
es. As a co-chair of the Congressional Boating Caucus, 
I hope to bring heightened attention to the challenges 
facing the thousands of Mississippians and millions of 
Americans who depend on the success of this industry.”

“In my home state of Florida, recreational boating isn’t 
just a way of life – it’s an $23 billion industry supporting 
more than 92,000 jobs,” said Representative Frankel. 

Representative Walorski added, “Northern Indiana is 
home to boat manufacturers, suppliers, and distribu-
tors of all sizes, and these businesses play a key role in 
growing our local economy and creating good jobs. 
Hoosiers not only understand how vital the outdoor 
recreation industry is to our nation’s economy – we 
also know boating is a beloved pastime for genera-
tions of Americans. I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on the Congressional Boating Caucus to 
expand opportunity, boost investment in our com-
munities, and ensure local businesses can continue 
building American-made boats.”

“Boaters are deeply appreciative of the leadership 
of the Boating Caucus and the support they pro-
vide to the full range of boating activities. It’s hard 
to overstate the value of these unique relationships 
to BoatU.S. members and the millions of Americans 
who love spending time on the water” noted David 
Kennedy, Government Affairs Manager for the Boat 
Owners Association of The United States, BoatU.S.

NMMA Provides Advocacy Update 
Following Federal Government 

Reopening

The longest federal government shutdown in history 
ended last week when the administration and Congress 

agreeing to a three-week stopgap bill that funds the 
government through February 15. While the shutdown 
created several challenges for the recreational boating 
industry, NMMA’s advocacy efforts continued on sever-
al fronts. Looking ahead, NMMA is encouraging federal 
leaders to reach a long-term agreement that keeps the 
government open beyond the middle of February.

The shutdown hit close to home for the boating com-
munity, as our key partner, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), being one of 
the impacted agencies. NOAA is responsible for pro-
tecting our national marine sanctuaries and marine 
national monuments, managing fisheries important 
to our coastal communities, and exploring our ocean 
to learn more about its unique ecosystem and spe-
cies. The U.S. Coast Guard was also affected by the 
shutdown, causing the men and women who ensure 
our waterways are safe to work without pay. 

The shutdown caused serious problems for the out-
door recreation industry – which accounts for 2.2% of 
the nation’s economy, $734 billion in Gross Output, 
$887 billion in consumer spending, and supports 4.6 
million American jobs. Cancelled visits to federal rec-
reation sites resulted in both public and private sec-
tor losses, which will take a great deal of time to re-
cover. In addition, the shutdown exacerbated the $11 
billion public lands and waters maintenance backlog. 

Various permitting processes through the Environ-
mental Protection Agency we’re also impacted by the 
furlough. As a result, the government was unable to 
approve waiver requests sought by manufacturers. 
However, there was a silver lining to the staff short-
age: the EPA indicated that year-round sales of E15 
many not receive formal approval ahead of summer. 

On the trade front, negotiations with China, the EU, UK, 
and other key markets were delayed during the shut-
down. The recreational boating industry has been hit 
hard by the trade war and NMMA believes negotiated 
agreements are the best way out of these conflicts. 
With the government back open, NMMA is urging all 
trade representatives to get back to the table swiftly. 

Fortunately, the shutdown did not affect NMMA’s 
ability to begin meeting the nearly 100 new members 
of Congress. The team was hard at work making in-
troductions to new legislators and educating them on 
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the opportunities and challenges the industry faces. 
These meetings are critical to ensure that members 
of Congress and their staff are educated on the in-
dustry’s objectives, and NMMA will continue briefing 
new members in the weeks ahead.  

Additionally, the NMMA advocacy team held briefing 
events at the Atlanta, Chicago, Minneapolis, and New 
City boat shows during the shutdown – providing ex-
hibitors a great opportunity to learn about top indus-
try priorities at every level of government and how to 
engage in advocacy efforts. Looking ahead, the ad-
vocacy tour – titled “Propelling Our Industry Forward” 
– heads to the New England and Atlantic City shows, 
and NMMA is encouraging all stakeholders and ex-
hibitors to attend. Click here to register today.

With government funding less than two weeks away 
from expiring, NMMA and its coalition partners are 
working with the administration and Congress to en-
sure the government remains open.

For more information, please contact NMMA senior 
vice president of government relations and legal af-
fairs, Nicole Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org.

Senator Joni Ernst Visits Midwest 
Industries

Last week, Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA) toured boat ac-
cessory manufacturer Midwest Industries’ 340,000 
square-foot, state-of-the-art manufacturing head-
quarters in Ida Grove, Iowa. NMMA encourages other 
members to work with them on scheduling factory 
visits with their respective elected officials; critically 
important opportunities for highlighting the recre-
ational boating industry.

During Senator Ernst’s visit, she met with some of Mid-
west’s 300 employees for a town hall to discuss the broad-
er marine industry, and its role in promoting job creation 
and economic growth across the state. An Iowa mainstay 
for almost 65 years, the company manufactures several 
different models of boat lifts, trailers, docks, and dock 

News from Washington continued from Page 27 products, and is nationally recognized for their role in 
helping boat owners better enjoy their time on the water.

“I appreciated the opportunity to tour Midwest In-
dustries’ expansive headquarters and learn firsthand 
about the company’s longtime role as a driver of eco-
nomic growth in the surrounding community,” said 
Senator Ernst. “The company reflects the entrepre-
neurial spirt that has long been a hallmark of Iowa and 
I applaud them for the pivotal role they have played 
in our state’s flourishing business environment.”

“We were honored to have the privilege of hosting 
Senator Ernst at our headquarters today to share our 
proud 65 year history of innovation with her,” said 
Andy Brosius, CEO and president of Midwest Indus-
tries. “As a longtime job creator in Iowa, it’s important 
for us as an organization to be able to show policy-
makers how vital their support of our industry is to 
the vibrancy of our company and the state.”

Along with noting the importance of bolstering eco-
nomic growth in the Hawkeye State, Senator Ernst 
and representatives from Midwest Industries dis-
cussed how tariffs and the ongoing trade war nega-
tively impact the marine manufacturing industry. 

“In addition to standing with marine manufacturers 
against tariffs on aluminum and marine related prod-
ucts, Senator Ernst has long been a champion for the 
recreational boating industry,” said Nicole Vasilaros, 
senior vice president of government and legal affairs 
for the National Marine Manufacturers Association. 

“Her lead sponsorship of the bipartisan Recreation Not 
Red Tape Act has been crucial to ensuring that outdoor 
recreation, including boating, can continue to thrive in 
public lands and serve as an economic driver for com-
munities across the country for years to come.”

If you have questions or are interested in scheduling 
a facility visit with your members of Congress, please 
contact Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org or NMMA 
director of political advocacy and engagement, Erica 
Crocker at ecrocker@nmma.org.

https://www.votervoice.net/NMMA/events
mailto:nvasilaros@nmma.org
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AMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
International Marina and Boatyard Conference (IMBC)

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622
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