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Welcome to the October issue
Two California Marinas Added to the 

Suntex Portfolio

Suntex Marina Investors, LLC has acquired Cedar Stock 
Resort Marina and Trinity Center Marina, both on Trinity 
Lake in California. Trinity Lake has 16,000 surface acres 
and a 145-mile shoreline. Both facilities operate under 
permits from the U.S. Forest Service. Cedar Stock Resort 
Marina is a full-service facility offering houseboat, fishing 
boat, powerboat and personal watercraft rentals, lakeside 
cabin rentals, slips, fuel, a restaurant and ships store. Trin-
ity Center Marina is scheduled to open in June 2018 as a 
20-slip operation with fuel. These acquisitions bring the 
Suntex portfolio to 45 marinas.

SkipperBud’s Acquires Island Cove 
Marina

Island Cove Marina on Cass Lake in Michigan has been 
acquired by SkipperBud’s and renamed Cass Lake Marina. 
The full-service facility has 125 floating docks, a fuel dock, 
drystack storage and brokerage sales. It is the sixth acquisi-
tion in Michigan for SkipperBud’s and joins its line of boat 
dealerships in and around Detroit. The company is already 
planning renovations for the marina to include a new boat 
sales facility, a new drystack building, new docks and im-
proved service and sales facilities. The company hopes to 
have the facility’s transformation complete within the next 
two years.

BoatPac: We Did It!

Provided by NMMA

The NMMA and MRAA BoatPAC is THRILLED to an-
nounce we exceeded our 2017 goal of $150,000, raising al-
most $154,000 from 312 contributors! With this support, 
NMMA and MRAA tackled important issues on Capitol 
Hill while advocating on behalf of the recreational boat-
ing industry. We couldn’t have achieved what we did in 
our 2017 fiscal year (Oct-Sept) without this support. We’d 
like to recognize and thank not only individual contribu-
tors but the companies that stepped up in a big way and 
signed on for payroll deduction. These include: Beneteau, 
BRP, Chaparral Boats, Chris-Craft, Cobalt Boats, Formula 
Boats, Grady White, HydroHoist, International Marina 

Group, Intrepid, Maverick Boats, MRAA, NMMA, Navico, 
NorCross Marine, Regulator Marine, SeaStar Solutions, 
and Scout Boats.

In addition to the companies participating in payroll de-
duction, a number of companies stepped up as BoatPAC 
corporate sponsors including: BRP, Cobalt Boats, Enova-
tion Controls, Evinrude, HydroHoist, International Yacht 
Brokers Association, Manion, Gaynor and Manning, LLP, 
SeaDoo, Sea Star Solutions, SeaTow, SureShade and Yama-
ha Marine. 

Thank you to each company and contributor for your dedi-
cation to recreational boating!

To learn more about BoatPAC please contact NMMA's 
Erica Crocker at ecrocker@nmma.org.

SOBA Announces 2017 Award Winners

Outstanding Projects, State Programs and Individual Ex-
cellence awards were presented at State Organization for 
Boating Access (SOBA) 31st Annual Boating Access Con-
ference in Anchorage, Alaska.

The goal of the SOBA organization is to support boating ac-
cess throughout the United States. The awards it distributes 
recognize individuals and programs that promote, support 
and manage boating access; and well-designed, innovative 
boating access projects.

The 2017 recipients are as follows:

• Outstanding Project Award –Winners: North Car-
olina Wildlife Resources Commission, Vandemere 
Boating Access Area and PND Engineers and the City 
and Borough of Juneau (CBJ), Statter Harbor Launch 
Ramp Facility.

• State Program Excellence Award – State Clean Ves-
sel Act: Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection won for providing outstanding pumpout fa-
cilities, planning education and partnerships.

• State Program Excellence Award – a Boating Infra-
structure Grant Program: South Carolina Dept. of 
Natural Resources won for its outstanding commit-
ment and success in developing safe and innovative 
boating access facilities.

Industry News Continued on Page 3
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• 2017 President’s Award: Puerto Rico Dept. of 
Natural and Environmental Resources, Parguera 
Boat Ramp won this first annual award for its 
ingenuity and creativity in overcoming sensi-
tive environmental issues and blending with the 
natural resources.

• Outstanding Service Award: Fred Bedell, Mary-
land Dept. of Natural Resources won for his ex-
ceptional knowledge and leadership in boating 
access programs and commitment to the boat-
ing community.

• Professional Service Award: Al Wolselgel, 
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion won for his steadfast service to recreational 
boating, dedication to the CVA program and 
unwavering support of SOBA.

• William H. Ivers Award: Steve Miller, Wiscon-
sin Dept. of Natural Resources (posthumously) 
was presented this honorable award for his sig-
nificant contributions over the last 15 years to 
recreational boating, boating access, design, 
construction, management and administration 
of boating access facilities and programs. Miller 
retired in 2015 after a 42-year career with the 
state of Wisconsin.

Preparing Marinas for the Off Season

Provided by Carl Basler of Risk Conversation

Fall has arrived and with that comes the off season for 
marina and yacht club owners. Just as you would pre-
pare for hurricane season, it’s important to take proac-
tive measures to secure marinas and yacht clubs for the 
off season. Haul out and winterization services expose 
a new area of risk for marinas if owners do not prepare 
properly.

To start with general safety, you’ll want to determine 
what federal, state, or local requirements apply to your 
marina. With these in mind, develop written operating 
procedures for hauling out and storing boats. When 
transporting boats, do so as close to the ground as pos-
sible and contract only with operators that are experi-
enced and certified in such services. As far as storage 

Industry News Continued from Page 2
Nominations Being Sought For AMI 

Board Openings 
AMI is seeking nominations for people in the industry to 
fill board openings available in January 2018. Forward your 
board nominations to AMI by email to malves@marinaas-
sociation.org or by phone at 866-367-6622. Nominations 
must be submitted by November 17, 2017. Individuals who 
are nominated for board positions will be asked to submit 
a resume or CV which will be forwarded to the AMI nomi-
nations committee for further review.

2017 AMI Officers 

Brad Gross, CMM – Chairman  
Joe Riley, CMM – Vice Chairman, Riley Marine Group 
Chris Petty – Treasurer,  Suntex Waterfront Management
Chris Dolan – Secretary, Marina Electrical Equipment
Jeff Rose, CMM, Immediate Past Chairman, Safe Harbor 
Marinas

2016 AMI Board of Directors 

David Bluestone 
Morningstar Properties
Austin Cameron 
VIP Marina on Lake Travis 
Rick Chapman, CMM 
Representing MMA Port of 
Sunnyside Club, Inc.
John Chiazza  
USI Insurance Services, 
LLC 
Bob Evans, CMM 
Vencore Marina Group  
Ray Fernandez 
Representing NJ MTA - 
Bridge Marina, Inc.

Jason Johnson  
Marine Travelift, Inc.

Mitch Jones 
Representing KY/TN 
MA- Anchor South, LLC 
Keith Knowlton, CMM 
Riverside Yacht Club 
Alex Laidlaw, CMM 
Westrec Marinas
Michael Short, CMM 
Representing Boating 
BC- Vancouver Marina 
Ronald Souza, CMM 
Westrec Marina RJ Brazil 
John Swick, CMM 
Representing MAT Safe 
Harbor Marinas 
Kevin Thompson 
Bellingham Marine

mailto:malves@marinaassociation.org
mailto:malves@marinaassociation.org
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areas and open yards on the premises, remove any and all 
obstructions.

There are five main components you will want to pay close 
attention to when preparing for haul-out to reduce the like-
lihood of an incident, including the following tips when 
transporting boats and organizing storage:

Self-Propelled Trailers
• Make sure the vehicle is in working condition to op-

erate safely.
• Check hose and fluid levels, as well as the condition 

and pressure of tires.
• Make sure the boat is positioned squarely on the 

trailer. If not, plan to re-launch.

Mobile Boat Hoists
• Fully inspect cables for any damage from hurricane 

season.
• Replace slings if they are damaged or chafing & en-

sure attachments are not bent.

• Check hoses and fluid levels for leaks & bolts and 
tires for sturdiness and pressure.

• Load balanced and within capacity. Beware of sur-
roundings when loading and moving.

Marine Forklifts
• Line up forklift squarely when picking boat & lift at 

the flattest section of hull.
• Watch for appendages such as trim tabs, transduc-

ers, and speedometers.
• Use spotter to check swing clearance.
• Ensure there is a fire extinguisher mounted on the 

forklift.

Blocking
• Place two tripod jack stands on each side of the boat 

for support to balance the boat and keep it level. 
Support jack stand bases with plywood ground pad 
so they do not sink into the ground.

• Check stands consistently throughout the off season 
and adjust according to freeze/thaw cycles and be-
fore, during, and after storms.

Industry News Continued on Page 5
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• Do not use cinder blocks, oil drums, or similar 
blocking devices.

Rack Storage
• Portable power cords, the charging of batteries and 

in-rack boat repairs are prohibited.
• Do not leave portable heaters unattended. Avoid 

open flame heaters and gasoline or flammable sol-
vent cleaners.

• Remove liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and com-
presses natural gas (CNG) cylinders, portable fuel 
tanks, and supplies of stove alcohol, kerosene, and 
charcoal.

• Fuel tanks should be no more than 95% full to pre-
vent expansion and fuel venting into boats below.

Download more tips on Preparing Marinas for the Off Sea-
son here.

Hypothermia Myths and the Truth About 
Cold Water

By Mario Vittone, Soundings

I was meeting with 40 professional mariners last week to 
discuss their man-overboard procedures. Since they oper-
ated where the water is cold (under 60 degrees most of the 
year), I asked them my favorite question. 

“If you go overboard in January wearing street clothes 
when the water is just above 33 degrees, how long until you 
become hypothermic?”

After hearing the most common answer, “five minutes,” 
from the on-the-water pros, I told them the truth. “Most of 
what you know about hypothermia is wrong. You can’t get 
hypothermic or even mildly hypothermic in under 10 min-
utes. The average adult can survive over an hour in cold 
water. And while we are on the subject, you do not lose 80 
percent of your body heat through your head.”

 To understand the dangers of cold water, you have to stop 
thinking of hypothermia and start thinking of the four 
dangers of accidental cold water immersion. The truth is 
that cold water kills, but hypothermia is just one way that it 
does, and it’s not the most common way. If you find your-
self immersed in cold water, four things happen to your 
body that you should understand.

Cold Shock Response 
The first phase of cold water immersion is the cold shock 
response. It is a stage of increased heart rate and blood 
pressure, uncontrolled gasping and sometimes uncon-
trolled movement. Lasting anywhere from 30 seconds to a 
couple of minutes, the cold shock response can be deadly 
all by itself. In fact, of all the people who die in cold water, 
it is estimated that 20 percent of them die in the first two 
minutes. They drown, they panic or they take on water in 
that first uncontrolled gasp. If they have heart problems, 
the cold shock may trigger a heart attack. Surviving this 
stage is about getting your breathing under control, real-
izing it will pass and staying calm.

Cold Incapacitation 
One of the primary reasons given by recreational boaters 
when asked why they don’t wear a life jacket is that they 
know how to swim. Listen up, Tarzan; I swam for a living 
for the better part of my adult life, and when the water is 
cold (under 60 degrees), none of us can swim for very long. 
The second stage of cold water immersion is called cold in-
capacitation. Lacking adequate insulation, your body will 
make its own. Long before your core temperature drops 
a degree, the veins in your extremities (those things you 
swim with) will constrict; you will lose your ability to con-
trol your hands and the muscles in your arms and legs will 
just flat-out quit working well enough to keep you above 
water. 

Without some form of flotation, and in not more than 30 
minutes, the best swimmer among us will drown in cold 
water. There’s no way around it. Without ever experiencing 
a drop in core temperature, over 50 percent of the people 
who die in cold water die from drowning following cold 
incapacitation. 

Hypothermia 
Hypothermia can kill, but that only happens in about 15 
percent of cold water deaths. You have to have some form 
of flotation to get hypothermia, and it takes much longer 
than you think. We are all different in this regard, but I 
once spent an hour in 44-degree water wearing street 
clothes, and my core temperature was only down by less 
than two degrees; I was not clinically hypothermic. It was 
uncomfortable to be sure, and I wouldn’t recommend find-
ing your limit, but it probably would have taken another 
hour to lose consciousness and an hour after that to cool 
my core to the point of no return. 

Industry News Continued on Page 7

https://www2.chubb.com/us-en/_assets/doc/04010117-marine-facilities-tips---preparing-marinas-for-off-season.pdf
https://www2.chubb.com/us-en/_assets/doc/04010117-marine-facilities-tips---preparing-marinas-for-off-season.pdf
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The body’s efforts to keep the core warm — vasoconstric-
tion and shivering — are surprisingly effective. Shivering 
and blood shunting to the core are so productive that twen-
ty minutes after jumping in, I had a fever of 100.2.  

Circum-Rescue Collapse
I lost count of the number of survivors I annoyed in the 
back of the helicopter because I wouldn’t let them move. 
I had a rule: If they came from a cold water environment, 
they lay down and stayed down until the doctors in the 
emergency room said they could stand. It didn’t matter 
to me how good they felt or how warm they thought they 
were because the final killer of cold water immersion is 
circum-rescue collapse. Shortly before, during, or after — 
sometimes hours after — rescue, victims of cold water im-
mersion pass out, experience ventricular fibrillation or go 
into full cardiac arrest. 

Hypothermia does things besides making everything cold-
er. Victims are physiologically different for a while. One 
of the things that changes is called heart-rate variability. 
In other words, the heart’s ability to speed up and slow 
down has been affected by the cold. Getting up and mov-
ing around requires your heart to pump more blood, and 
being upright and out of the water is also taxing. Then any 
number of other factors collide and the heart starts to flut-
ter instead of pump— and down you go. Victims of im-
mersion hypothermia are two things: lucky to be alive and 
fragile. Until everything is warmed again, out of the water 
and dry is good enough; mobility comes later.

 If you learned anything new here, hopefully you’ll use it to 
make good decisions when it comes to being safe on and 
around cold water. Consider smart decisions such as these:

1. When working on deck in cold-water environments 
(water under 60 degrees), always wear flotation.

2. If you witness a man overboard, getting the life ring 
directly to that person is critical. Vital. Step one. 
Must do it. 

3. Make certain that your life ring is not just on your 
vessel, but readily available and not tied to the cra-
dle. 

4. When working on deck in cold-water environments, 
always wear flotation. Didn't I say that already? Well, 
when I quit reading search reports that end with 
“experienced” mariners dying because they thought 
they understood cold water, I’ll come up with better 
advice. 

For more advice on how to handle an accidental immer-
sion into cold water, watch Cold Water Boot Camp. It's one 
of the best 10 minutes on immersion hypothermia ever 
produced. Next week, we’ll talk about how to handle some-
one who has gone over in cold water and how to best care 
for him or her until you get that person safely to shore. 

Western Workforce Development 
Roundup

From Western Governors’ Association

Nevada teaches tech to homeless, Texas’s portal for appren-
ticeships, Utah supports single mothers entering the work-
force

The Chairman’s Initiative of South Dakota Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard is leveraging the region’s best thinking to bridge 
the gap between prospective workers and employers in 
the West. Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin will host the third 
workshop in Oklahoma City on Oct. 16-17. In addition to 
workshops and webinars, WGA provides periodic updates 
on workforce development in western states. 

Gov. Doug Burgum hosted the fifth annual Governor's 
Workforce and Human Resources Conference in North 
Dakota, focused on creating practical solutions to work-
place challenges, such as employee recruitment and reten-
tion.

Texas created a centralized portal for apprenticeships and 
paid internship opportunities across the state to help job 
seekers gain relevant experience in specific fields, such as 
welding. 

Nevada hosted a cybersecurity skills training program for 
people who are homeless in an effort to fill the estimated 
40,000 jobs in high-demand industries that go unfilled an-
nually.

In Oregon, a newly launched program is helping business-
es identify candidates for skilled employment, provide paid 
internship opportunities, and recruit and retain workers in 
agriculture, health care, advanced manufacturing, infor-
mation technology and more.

The Utah Department of Workforce Services is empow-
ering single mothers to enter or re-enter the workforce 

Industry News Continued on Page 8

http://www.nationalmarinaday.org/about/register
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1xohI3B4Uc
http://westgov.org/news/register-now-oklahoma-city-workforce-development-workshop-oct-16-17
http://westgov.org/news/register-now-oklahoma-city-workforce-development-workshop-oct-16-17
http://www.kvrr.com/2017/09/20/business-leaders-learn-to-be-innovative-with-a-shrinking-available-workforce/
http://www.kvrr.com/2017/09/20/business-leaders-learn-to-be-innovative-with-a-shrinking-available-workforce/
http://www.mystatesman.com/business/workforce-plans-put-new-emphasis-paid-internships-apprenticeships/DXOpahmE91B9V5FjvpEjRM/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/science-and-technology/homeless-are-part-of-solution-to-nevadas-skill-gap-some-say/
http://www.thedalleschronicle.com/news/2017/sep/20/internship-program-ready-roll/
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through a 13-week program designed to improve econom-
ic stability and reduce poverty.

Montana is introducing construction career opportuni-
ties to youth early in their education through a partnership 
between industry associations and a Helena elementary 
school.

For more information and updates on the Western Gover-
nors’ Workforce Development Initiative, click here.  Learn 
about workshops held in South Dakota and Colorado. Get 
the latest news about the West and its governors by follow-
ing the Western Governors' Association on Twitter, Face-
book and LinkedIn.

Congress, Stick Up for Outdoor 
Recreation, Not Red Tape

By Amy Roberts, Adam Cramer, and Thomas Dammrich, 
Opinion Contributors, The Hill

Outdoor recreation is part of our national heritage, and the 
vast majority of Americans want outdoor recreation acces-
sible and ensured for future generations to enjoy.

Public lands and waters, from the pristine backcountry to 
urban escapes like D.C.’s Rock Creek Park, are the back-
bone of an $887 billion outdoor recreation economy and 
jobs for 7.6 million Americans. Given all this, it is more im-
portant than ever for us work together through a thought-
ful, bipartisan process to improve our public lands system, 
the processes to designate and utilize them and ensure we 
all have a place to recreate.

As representatives of outdoor business and outdoor recre-
ation enthusiasts, we recognize that recent conflicts related 
to the review of national monuments highlight some of the 
challenges inherent in managing public lands, balancing 
recreation, economic, and social values. If we want to en-
sure sustainable use of our lands for generations to come, 
Congress needs more tools it can use to protect balanced 
use through a bipartisan legislative process.

Our open spaces and landscapes are uniquely American 
and extremely popular outdoor recreation draws millions 
of Americans and international tourists alike. Activities 

like backpacking, fishing, boating, stand-up paddle board-
ing, mountain biking, hunting, skiing, ATVing and climb-
ing are enjoying their highest participation ever. Many of 
these activities take place on our public lands and waters, 
which not surprisingly, received record visitation in the last 
year.

Congress has already taken commonsense measures to 
support this growing economic sector. Last year, Outdoor 
Recreation Jobs and Economic Contributions Act of 2016, 
which will measure the impact of outdoor recreation on the 
U.S. economy, passed with unanimous, bipartisan support.

This summer, Senator Ron Wyden and Representative Rob 
Bishop, Chairman of the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, took the next step to ensuring outdoor access and 
a growing outdoor recreation economy by introducing the 
Recreation Not Red-Tape Act (RNR), which will update 
processes and policies on our national public lands to im-
prove the outdoor recreation experience.

RNR aims to reduce barriers to outdoor recreation access, 
and improve public land management for Americans who 
enjoy recreation pursuits of all types. Public lands offer 
many exceptional opportunities for outdoor recreation, but 
too often unique or exceptional settings for outdoor rec-
reation are not formally recognized in land use planning. 
This legislation, including its system of National Recreation 
Areas, will identify and protect landscapes where sustain-
able outdoor recreation should be a priority use for jobs, 
local economies and quality of life.

Today Congress can designate a Wilderness area, a Wild 
and Scenic River, or a new National Park, all organic des-
ignations with relatively well-defined management plans. 
Also, the President can designate a national monument. 

Stay connected and up-to-
date with AMI and all AMI 
related events and partners 
by ‘liking’ us on Facebook! 

Ask questions, get updates and pictures 
on all AMI related information!

Industry News Continued on Page 9

http://www.sltrib.com/news/2017/10/03/utah-program-gives-single-moms-path-out-of-poverty-and-helps-local-employers-fill-jobs/
http://www.ktvq.com/story/36537180/arntzen-announces-new-workforce-development-partnership
http://www.ktvq.com/story/36537180/arntzen-announces-new-workforce-development-partnership
http://westgov.org/initiatives/workforce-development-initiative
http://westgov.org/initiatives/workforce-development-initiative/workshops
https://twitter.com/westgov
https://www.facebook.com/westgov
https://www.facebook.com/westgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2735195?trkInfo=tas%3Awestern+governors%2Cidx%3A1-1-1&trk=tyah
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4665/text?overview=closed
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4665/text?overview=closed
http://thehill.com/people/ron-wyden
http://thehill.com/people/rob-bishop
http://thehill.com/people/rob-bishop
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3400
https://www.facebook.com/Association-of-Marina-Industries-1385586385013432/?fref=ts


9

Industry News Continued from Page 8

Industry News Continued on Page 10

While these are all important vehicles for protecting certain 
landscapes, Congress does not have its own flexible tool to 
protect landscapes that don’t meet Wilderness criteria but 
should be managed for sustainable outdoor recreation.

This is why Outdoor Alliance, the Outdoor Industry As-
sociation, the National Marine Manufacturers Associa-
tion and many other partners are supporting the RNR Act. 
Among other improvements, the bill creates an organic 
designation for National Recreation Areas (NRA) that 
gives Congress another way to protect landscapes for their 
recreation values. NRAs take the best parts of Wilderness 
— planning, inventory, transparent public process, and the 
ability for Congress to vote — and couple it with a more 
flexible frame that makes room for different forms of out-
door recreation and a potential to grandfather in other uses 
of the land.

As outdoor recreation grows in popularity, it is imperative 
to preserve the Antiquities Act, the Wilderness Act, and 
other landmark conservation laws. It is also time to give 
Congress more tools to protect important landscapes in 
modern, flexible ways. Public lands provide diverse values 
to Americans, from oil and gas and clean air and water, to 
recreational access. Rather than dissolving tools that have 
worked for decades, we need more tools that our elected 
officials can use to work in collaboration with local com-
munities and stakeholders to better manage our vast and 
diverse public lands system and the changing needs of the 
21st century.

A diversified public lands system made up of parks, wil-
derness, wild and scenic rivers, developed areas and NRAs, 
is key to the continued success of the outdoor recreation 
industry and to ensuring all Americans can access public 
lands to enjoy them.

The Recreation Not Red-Tape Act offers commonsense so-
lutions that will unite — rather than divide — a growing 
population of outdoor enthusiasts, and ensure access to 
sustainable recreation experiences for generations to come.

Amy Roberts is executive director of the Outdoor Industry 
Association. Adam Cramer is executive director of the Out-
door Alliance. Thomas Dammrich is president of the Nation-
al Marine Manufacturers Association.

National Parks Need Investment From 
Private Companies to Thrive

By Frank Hugelmeyer and Thomas Dammrich, Denver-
Post

With fall upon us, millions of Americans will head to 
America’s iconic public lands and waters to soak up what’s 
left of warmer weather and get a glimpse of fall’s renowned 
foliage.
Ensuring Americans’ ability to enjoy our country’s out-
door spaces is big business and critical to the $887 billion 
outdoor recreation industry. Given their significant role in 
providing healthy, outdoor recreation for Americans and 
the millions of jobs and thousands of small businesses they 
support, it’s time our national parks, waterways and other 
public outdoor spaces get the attention they deserve.

In recent months, the decision by the Trump Administra-
tion to review the size of twenty-seven National Monu-
ments has spurred an important debate. Yet, there is a 
much greater threat to the nation’s recreation economy 
looming than monument borders and it is an issue that re-
ceives little to no attention. Improvements to our outdated 
recreation infrastructure have gone largely unaddressed by 
both political parties for decades, no matter who lives in 
the White House or is in the majority on Capitol Hill.

It is time for that to change.

The good news is Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke is trying 
something different. He has laid out a course of action that 
addresses the nearly $20 billion maintenance backlog crip-
pling many of our outdoor spaces and emphasizes the need 
to modernize services, lodging, marinas and campgrounds. 
His proposal invites Americans to fully utilize their public 
outdoor spaces and leverage proven public-private part-
nerships.

Zinke’s plan is clearly not an attempt to privatize pub-
lic lands and waterways as some opponents have falsely 
claimed. Quite the opposite in fact, this is a moderniza-
tion effort that aims to create the world class experiences 
visitors now expect, including practical elements such as 
providing for greater guest amenities and basic Wi-Fi.

https://outdoorindustry.org/
https://outdoorindustry.org/
http://www.outdooralliance.org
http://www.outdooralliance.org
http://www.nmma.org
http://www.nmma.org
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The secretary recognizes that federal public land budgets 
and management practices no longer keep pace with rising 
expectations, as digital-age visitors demand more services, 
connectivity and access. To that end, he has led wide-rang-
ing discussions designed to identify new sources of fund-
ing and innovative partnerships that will provide more op-
portunities for all Americans to enjoy the great outdoors.

We applaud Zinke for tapping into the unrivaled know-
how of outdoor recreation executives by creating the Rec-
reation Advisory Committee, a leadership forum dedicated 
to examining how public-private partnerships can expand 
access and improve infrastructure. Public-private part-
nerships are a well-established solution (think ski areas, 
marinas and gateway campgrounds) that can harness the 
expertise and investment of the private sector and, under 
Zinke and bi-partisan congressional leadership, achieve 
the upgrades desperately needed by outdoor enthusiasts 
across the country.

Other administrations have tried-and failed-to address 
the growing need for more access, modern infrastructure 
and basic maintenance. Continuing to put off the invest-
ment needed to bring all facilities and infrastructure up to 
code and to prepare public assets for the next generation of 
visitors is a recipe for more failure. That’s why we support 
Zinke’s innovative approach for tackling these issues.

The outdoor recreation industry will work with any ad-
ministration or policymaker that proposes reasonable so-
lutions to the threats we all face from political stalemate. 
America’s iconic public lands and waters, along with their 
significant economic and quality of life benefits, are too 
important to be held hostage by partisan politics. Whether 
you hunt, fish, camp, boat, paddle, RV, off-road, hike or 
bike, spending time in the outdoors is an American pas-
time that Zinke’s plan can help protect.

Frank Hugelmeyer is president of the RV Industry Associa-
tion and former president and CEO of Outdoor Industry 
Association. Thomas Dammrich is president of the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association.

EPA Invites NMMA to Join Partnership 
Program

Trade Only Today

The National Marine Manufacturers Association partici-
pated last week in the launch of a partnership program 
with the Environmental Protection Agency.

Called Smart Sectors, the program is a joint effort between 
the EPA and regulated industries, including marine manu-
facturing, that focuses on achieving better environmental 
outcomes.

The NMMA said that being a part of the program is a tre-
mendous step forward for the recreational marine indus-
try because it creates more meaningful collaboration and 
builds more open dialogue with the EPA.

John McKnight, the NMMA’s senior vice president of gov-
ernment relations, was invited to attend the launch, along 
with Jeff Wasil, engineering manager at BRP, which builds 
Evinrude outboards.

“When we consider American business as a partner, as op-
posed to an adversary, we can achieve better environmental 
outcomes,” EPA administrator Scott Pruitt in a statement. 
“The Smart Sectors program is designed to effectively en-
gage business partners throughout the regulatory process. 
When industries and regulators better understand each 
other, the economy, public and environment all benefit.”

The NMMA said a sector-based approach can provide ben-
efits, such as increased long-term certainty and predict-
ability; creative solutions based on sound data; and more 
sensible policies to improve environmental protection.

Program leads for each sector will serve as ombudsmen 
within the EPA across program and regional offices. Staff 
also will conduct educational site tours, host roundtables 
with EPA leadership, analyze data and advise about options 
for environmental improvement; maintain open dialogue 
with business partners and their environmental commit-
tees; and develop reports that profile the impact of each 
sector on the environment and the economy.

“We are thrilled to be part of the EPA’s launch of its Smart 
Sectors Program and are proud to represent an industry 

Industry News Continued on Page 11

http://www.nmma.org/press/article/21553
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that’s always first in line when it comes to partnering with 
EPA to improve its processes and benefits,” McKnight said.

“The recreational boating industry is unique in that while 
the EPA, the state of California and many international 
environmental government agencies place stringent envi-
ronmental requirements on our products, our customers 
— the 142 million Americans who went boating last year 
— also demand and expect clean water and a healthy en-
vironment in which to fish, swim and enjoy water sports,” 
McKnight said.

“As a treasured American pastime with 95 percent of the 
boats sold in the U.S., made in the U.S., an estimated 35,000 
marine-related businesses, which provide approximately 
650,000 jobs, and an estimated $121 billion in economic 
impact, the recreational boating industry is one of our 
country’s driving economic engines that is eager to con-
tinue meaningful collaboration with the EPA.”

House Committee to Consider 
Antiquities Act Overhaul

By David Henry, The Hill

A House committee on Wednesday will mark up a bill to 
overhaul the Antiquities Act, a law that gives the president 
power to establish national monuments for preservation. 

The bill, introduced Friday by House Natural Resources 
Chairman Rob Bishop (R-Utah) would put new rules on 
large national monument designations made by presidents. 
Antiquities Act reform is a key priority for some conserva-
tives, interest groups and Westerners.

The bill would maintain the president’s power to declare 
national monuments, but any monument larger than 640 
acres would be required to go through a federal environ-
mental review process.

The legislation applies increasingly strict rules to potential 
monuments the larger they get, ultimately requiring coun-
ty and state governments to sign off on the monument des-
ignation before it takes effect.

It also codifies the president’s ability to reduce the size of a 
monument. The Natural Resources Committee will mark 
up the bill on Wednesday.

Bishop, a frequent critic of presidential monument desig-
nations under the Antiquities Act, said his bill would fix a 
law that has a “worthy goal" that "has been manipulated for 
ulterior political purposes.”

“Today the act is too often used as an excuse for presidents 
to unilaterally lock up vast tracts of public land without any 
mechanism for people to provide input or voice concerns. 
This is wrong,” he said in a statement.

He said his bill “modernizes the law to restore its intent, 
allowing for the protection of actual antiquities without 
disenfranchisement of local voices and perspectives. It 
standardizes and limits the president’s power to reshape 
monuments.”

The legislation comes as the Interior Department recom-
mends President Trump shrink a handful of large monu-
ment designations made since the 1990s.

That proposal is highly controversial among conservation-
ists who have opposed efforts to shrink monuments and 
will likely sue to test the legality of such decisions.

Energy industry groups, ranchers and other interests have 
encouraged the review and Antiquities Act reform on the 
grounds that monument designations set large tracts of 
land, especially in the West, for conservation rather than 
use.

The Natural Resources Committee on Wednesday will also 
consider ranking Democrat Raúl Grijalva’s (Ariz.) resolu-
tion requiring Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke share with 
Congress more information related to his national monu-
ments review.

“The Trump administration, urged on by well-funded 
ideologues and fossil fuel interests, is engaged in an un-
precedented effort to destroy our country’s system of pub-
lic lands,” Grijalva wrote in an op-ed in The Hill last week. 

“This effort is not about our shared national interest, and if 
left unchecked it will eventually reach your backyard.”

http://thehill.com/people/rob-bishop
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/351117-interior-dept-recommends-reducing-bears-ears-other-protected-land
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/351117-interior-dept-recommends-reducing-bears-ears-other-protected-land
http://thehill.com/people/ryan-zinke
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/353919-the-president-is-quietly-taking-aim-at-our-national
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Marine Companies Welcome Students for 
Manufacturing Day Events

By Reagan Haynes, Trade Only Today

Marine companies addressed the growing workforce short-
age by offering events in conjunction with Manufacturing 
Day.

“U.S. manufacturing is projected to have a shortage of 
workers the next 10 years despite offering great careers with 
competitive pay and benefits,” Correct Craft CEO Bill Year-
gin told Trade Only Today. “The combination of a growing 
economy and retiring baby boomers is projected to leave 
U.S. manufacturers with a shortage of available workers. 
As an industry we need to continue sharing the wonderful 
career opportunities we offer.”

Manufacturing Day is a month-long celebration of modern 
manufacturing.

Yeargin, who has long touted the benefits of participating 
in Manufacturing Day, inspired Jonathon Burns, general 
manager at Yamaha Marine Precision Propellers Indus-
tries in Indianapolis. YPPI hosted about 100 college and 
high school students and offered a hands-on opportunity 
to pour tin to make a Yamaha keychain.

“It was so awesome. It exceeded my expectations,” Burns 
told Trade Only today. “They got to inject a wax part. They 
got to engage with our operators on the floor about how 
they do their jobs. We had made some shells — that’s what 
we cast in — and they got to pour tin out of a hot pot and 
got to make their own Yamaha keychain. It wasn’t just a 
tour around the facility. We didn’t just talk about how we 
do the process; we let them do the process. It went over re-
ally, really well.”

One group consisted of University of Indianapolis students 
and professors — “they were just so fired up,” Burns said.

The professors were looking to YPPI for potential partner-
ships that would include guest lecturers at the school to 
talk about hands-on training. It could also include students 
helping the company look at things in new ways to help 
solve problems.

A group of students from one of the local high schools that 
offer technical programs also visited, which sparked the 

idea or possibility of expanding vocational internship pos-
sibilities, Burns said.

High school student Cameron Shane made the wax dye that 
would then be covered with ceramic to create a hard shell 
mold. Students melted the wax out after it left an imprint 
inside the shell. After pouring metal in, students broke the 
shell off and were left with their keychains.

The operators were the “star of the show,” Burns said. “This 
wasn’t planned this way. It just happened this way. They 
came up to the kids and were really talking through how 
they did their job and why they did it. I was really excited 
to see that. It made the tour more authentic.”

Yamaha also brought in one of its G3 Boats and a Skeeter 
Boat equipped with outboards and props so the students 
could appreciate the entire process, Burns said.

“We don’t do any sales and marketing at this facility. They 
sent those here before the tour with pamphlets that said, 
‘You’re going to see all these shiny things; these are the nu-
ances from prop to prop.’ We were able to show the impor-
tance of that propeller on the boat and how that affects the 
performance of the boat,” Burns said. “If you don’t know 
much about the marine industry, propellers might look 
like widgets. We were able to put the entire picture together 
for people."

About 200 students visited Correct Craft facilities for in-
depth tours teaching them about the way boats are built 
and giving them opportunities to learn more about the ca-
reers available in marine manufacturing, the company said.

Last week students from the Newberry Country Career 
Center visited the Pleasurecraft Engine Group facility in 
Little Mountain, S.C.; SeaArk Boats invited students in-
volved in agricultural and trade programs at 10 local high 
schools to its Monticello, Ark., facility to learn more about 
the variety of careers available at SeaArk after they gradu-
ate.

Bass Cat and Yar-Craft Boats partnered with Mountain 
Home, Gainesville and Norfork high schools to bring more 
than 100 students to its Mountain Home, Ark., factory.

Mark McKinney, president of Correct Craft-owned Pleasu-
recraft, led a group of local students through a factory tour.
Centurion and Supreme Boats partnered with the Merced 

Industry News Continued on Page 13
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County Office of Education to bring local high school stu-
dents to their factory in Merced, Calif.

Because of Hurricane Irma, Nautique Boat Co. in Orlan-
do, Fla., was forced to reschedule its Manufacturing Day 
events for later in the month.

“Manufacturing Day is a great opportunity to show off our 
companies and the careers we offer to young people in our 
community,” Yeargin said. “Our Correct Craft teams are 
excited each year to have local young people visit our fa-
cilities and learn what we do. Each year the students leave 
our Manufacturing Day events enlightened and energized 
by the boat industry and the careers we offer.”

Brunswick Corp. also participated in activities around 
Manufacturing Day and has more planned. Staff from the 
Sea Ray plant in Tellico, Fla., spoke to Monroe County 
principals and guidance counselors about careers in manu-
facturing at Cleveland State University, spokesman Daniel 
Kubera told Trade Only.

On Tuesday Sea Ray will host about 30 Monroe County 
High School students for a plant tour.

On Friday the company began using its Facebook page to 
promote National Manufacturing Day with its current job 
openings. It has planned several Sea Ray employee appre-
ciation events throughout the week.

Last week the company hosted the North East Tennessee 
Economic Development Corp. at its Greeneville, Tenn., 
parts operation and will meet with the Greene County 
Chamber of Commerce on site Oct. 16 to discuss manu-
facturing opportunities at the facility.

Even if just one or two students wind up with careers at 
YPPI, the events are worth it to show them what is pos-
sible, Burns said.

“My eyes were definitely opened,” Burns said. “One, in just 
starting to do the research on the amount of high school 
programs that have vocational programs within them in 
our area. I just didn’t know. I was just encouraged to know 
that within a 10-mile radius of us, there’s 10 or 12 schools 
that have vocational programs in high school. To expose 
them so they know it’s not dingy, dirty factories. We got a 
couple job apps, which was great, but really the partnership 
with the community is what we were looking for.”

Economy Loses 33,000 Jobs in September

Source: Trade Only Today

U.S. employment fell by 33,000 jobs in September as a 
sharp decline in the leisure and hospitality sector and be-
low-trend growth in other industries probably reflected the 
impact of hurricanes Harvey and Irma, the Department of 
Labor said today.

The decline in the number of workers on payrolls was 
the first since 2010. Leisure and hospitality employment 
dropped by 105,000 in September because many workers 
were off payrolls because of the hurricanes.

“I don’t think this is indicative of problems in the labor 
market — it’s because of the hurricanes,” Gus Faucher, chief 
economist at PNC Financial Services Group Inc. in Pitts-
burgh, told Bloomberg.

Faucher said that apart from the effects of the storms, “the 
economy is in decent shape, the labor market continues to 
improve, and we’ll bounce back to job growth in the final 
three months of 2017.”

The department said the hurricanes had “no discernible ef-
fect on the national unemployment rate.” It fell to 4.2 per-
cent, the lowest since February of 2001. The number of un-
employed people declined by 331,000, to 6.8 million.

The department said the economy had added an average of 
172,000 jobs a month during the prior 12 months. The gov-
ernment revised its job reports for July and August, and the 
combined figures showed that the economy gained 38,000 
fewer jobs than was previously reported.

The number of long-term unemployed (those jobless for 27 
weeks or more) was essentially unchanged in September at 1.7 
million and accounted for 25.5 percent of the unemployed.

The government said the employment-population ratio in-
creased by 0.3 percentage point, to 60.4 percent in Septem-
ber, and has increased by 0.6 percentage point during the 
past 12 months. The labor force participation rate, at 63.1 
percent, changed little during the month and has shown 
little movement during the year.

The number of people employed part time for economic 
reasons (sometimes referred to as involuntary part-time 
workers) was little changed, at 5.1 million, in September. 

Industry News Continued on Page 15

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-10-06/u-s-payrolls-fall-33-000-on-storms-jobless-rate-drops-to-4-2http://
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-10-06/u-s-payrolls-fall-33-000-on-storms-jobless-rate-drops-to-4-2http://
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-10-06/u-s-payrolls-fall-33-000-on-storms-jobless-rate-drops-to-4-2http://
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
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Those people, who would have preferred full-time employ-
ment, were working part time because their hours had been 
cut back or because they were unable to find full-time jobs.

In September 1.6 million people were marginally attached 
to the labor force, down by 275,000 from a year earlier. 
The data are not seasonally adjusted. Those people were 
not in the labor force, wanted and were available for work, 
and had looked for a job at some time during the prior 12 
months. They were not counted as unemployed because 
they had not searched for work during the four weeks that 
preceded the survey.

In September, average hourly earnings for all employees on 
private nonfarm payrolls rose by 12 cents, or 0.5 percent, to 
$26.55. During the past 12 months average hourly earnings 
have increased by 74 cents, or 2.9 percent.

Alabama: Conservation Dept. Announces 
New Execs

Provided by the States Organizations for Boating Access

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources (ADCNR) announces 
that Edward F. Poolos has been 
appointed by Governor Kay 
Ivey to serve as Deputy Com-
missioner and Scott Bannon 
has been promoted to Marine 
Resources Division Director.

Poolos most recently worked 
for the Alabama Department 
of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) at the Decatur field 
office. Bannon has been a Con-
servation Enforcement Officer 
for 20 years and most recently 
served as the Marine Resources 
Division's Chief Enforcement 
Officer.

Conservation Commissioner 
Chris Blankenship says he looks 
forward to working with Poolos 

and Bannon. "Both men are exceptional leaders who have a 
wealth of experience, and they bring valuable skills to their 
new positions," he said.

Poolos is a graduate of the University of Alabama with a 
bachelor's degree in Biology and is a Certified Public Man-
ager. During his more than 24 years at ADEM, he super-
vised staff responsible for work related to underground 
storage tanks, air and water quality, solid waste, industrial 
and municipal wastewater, stormwater management on 
construction sites and environmental emergency response.

"I am extremely honored and blessed to have been appoint-
ed the Deputy Commissioner of 
ADCNR. I am grateful for Gover-
nor Ivey's and Commissioner Blan-
kenship's confidence in me, and I 
look forward to working with all 
Alabamians to continue our strong 
traditions of hunting, fishing and 
conserving our natural resources 
for future generations," he said. 

Poolos currently lives in Jasper and looks forward to com-
ing back to the Montgomery area. He is married to Brooke 
Manasco Poolos and they have three daughters.

Bannon holds an associate degree in Criminal Justice 
from Columbia Southern University. Before working for 
ADCNR, he served as a police officer and as an active duty 
member of the U.S. Coast Guard. He is currently a Com-
mand Master Chief in the Coast Guard Reserve. Through-
out his career, Bannon has conducted training in firearms, 
water rescues, boat maneuvering and combat skills. He is 
active in many local, state and regional law enforcement 
task forces and committees.

"I am excited to be taking on the new role as Director. I 
get to work with great, hard-working people to manage the 
valuable marine resources for the citizens of Alabama. My 
vision for the Division is that both the biological and en-
forcement sections continue to have creative and progres-
sive ideas to accomplish our missions," he said.

Bannon and his wife Pamela have two sons and enjoy a me-
nagerie of pets at their home in Mobile.
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Clean Marina & 
Environmental News

Volunteers Cleaning Up the Steubenville 
Marina

 
Steubenville's youth and young adults are helping to clean 
up the city, starting with the Steubenville Marina.

Councilwoman Kimberly Hahn has made it her goal to 
renovate the once-beautiful area. She wants it to be more 
accessible to the community.

Volunteers of all ages have hopped on board to transform 
the marina into a place more accommodating for events 
and activities.

Hahn said come spring, they are planning on hosting 
events down at the marina to show off their progress and 
some of the beautiful amenities the city has to offer.

"You see this going on really across the country in these 
sort of industrial towns where you take old spaces that 
were formally really great but rundown, and they’ve re-
ally been transformed,” said Kyle Blass, graduate student 
at Franciscan.

"I think it’s got a lot of potential … and we’re not even us-
ing it, and then if you look at Wheeling, they have so many 
events and stuff, and it’s like we have a marina, why can’t we 
do that?” said Boy Scout Daniel Musacchio.

If you, or your organization is interested in helping out you 
can contact Hahn at: khahn@cityofsteubenville.us

San Franciso Estuary Partnership Unveils 
“Pumpout Nav” Mobile Tool

California’s recreational boaters in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and Southern 
California now have a new digital tool to aid in the proper 
disposal of boat sewage. The “Pumpout Nav” app is de-
signed to help boaters locate the closest sewage pumpout 
station for their vessels. Using the mobile device’s location, 
the app displays the pumpout stations closest to the boater, 

their operational status, as 
well as the cost, hours and 
location within the ma-
rina. The new app is free 
and available for download 
from both the Android 
Play and iOS Apple stores.

• The new app pro-
vides recreational 
boaters a means to 
minimize the im-
pact of boat-related pollutants. Below are features of 
the “Pumpout Nav” app: 

• Locates the closest sewage pumpout stations to the 
app users in Northern (Bay and Delta) and Southern 
California. Expansion of pumpout data to other ar-
eas of the state is ongoing. 

• Displays the pumpout’s operational status, as well as 
the cost, hours and location within the marina. 

• Provides instructions on how to use a pumpout sta-
tion. 

• Informs boaters on the environmental risks and ap-
plicable regulations regarding sewage discharge. 

• Allows boaters to report non-operational pumpout 
stations directly to marina managers through the 
app. Once a boater submits a report, the marina 
manager and the local Clean Vessel Act Program are 
notified.

The San Francisco Estuary Partnership developed the free 
sewage pumpout locator application. The app was pro-
duced as a part of a Clean Vessel Act grant provided by the 
California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways 
through the federal Sport Fish Restoration and Boating 
Trust Fund.

For more information, please contact Adrien Baudrimont 
at adrien.baudrimont@sfestuary.org or James Muller at 
james.muller@sfestuary.org. Tips on how to keep Cali-
fornia’s waterways clean and green can be found online at 
www.BoatingCleanAndGreen.com.

http://www.marinaassociation.org/imbc
mailto:khahn@cityofsteubenville.us
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/37904?id=306544.557.1.fea115f65cebd6c62dd24772ca01f76b
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/37904?id=306544.557.1.fea115f65cebd6c62dd24772ca01f76b
mailto:adrien.baudrimont@sfestuary.org
mailto:james.muller@sfestuary.org
http://www.BoatingCleanAndGreen.com
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During the week of October 16th, I travelled to Galveston, 
Texas to the Marina Association of Texas’s (MAT) Annual 
Conference at the Tremont House Grand Hotel. MAT and 
the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) have been in 
partnership since 2016, through AMI’s affiliate partnership 
program. This program provides all MAT marina members 
access to AMI benefits at low cost per marina. It boosts the 
membership of both organizations and allows for collabo-
ration that makes both AMI and MAT stronger. 

Monday opened the meeting with an ice-breaker networking 
session between Exhibitors, New-Members, and long estab-
lished MAT members. Tuesday’s keynote speakers included 
Lindy Phillips a motivational speaker, he focused on teach-
ing the audience stress reduction techniques and did through 
corny yet hilarious “magic tricks”. The second keynote, George 
B Thomas is an industry expert in inbound marketing at The 
Sales Lion, he focused on attracting new business and sales 
through honestly answering your customer’s questions. 

MAT’s Annual Conference has a unique way of having ex-
hibitors and attendees interact, it’s called Vendor Bingo; at-
tendees visit each exhibitor to get a signature on their bingo 
sheet. The game creates a lot of face time for vendors, great 
opportunities to speak and network. It is definitely also a 
learning opportunity for all. On the final night of the An-
nual Meeting, MAT held MAT Gives Back. This year’s event, 
a pool tournament, benefited Hurricane Harvey relief ef-

forts along the coast. The 
event raised just over $16,000 
with major contributions 
coming from Suntex Mari-
nas, Safe Harbors Marinas, 
and Hydrohoist. It should be 
known that I was on the win-
ning team, along with Lance 
Looper at Riviera Marina 
on Lake Travis, Texas. The 
money will go to Rockport 
Volunteer Fire Department 
in Rockport, TX.

AMI Affiliate Marina Mem-
bers have access to all of 
AMI’s member benefits, 

Legislation & Partnerships Continued on Page 19

these include train-
ing opportunities, 
economic and in-
dustry data, news 
updates, and money 
saving programs. 
All of MAT mem-
bers have access to 
AMI’s US legislative 
and advocacy work, 
through MAT’s Leg-
islative Committee. 
AMI and MAT pledged to work together to identify US 
federal legislative efforts important to the marina industry 
in Texas over the 2018 year. 

Updates on Biofuel Policy

By Jason Ortega, LobbyIt

Trump Said to Order EPA to Sustain Current Biofuel Levels
The Trump administration will back off plans to reduce 
the volume of biofuels in the nation's motor fuel supply, 
according to a news report, amid growing pressure from 
corn and soy producing states that stand to loose jobs and 
revenue from the proposal.

After President Donald Trump and EPA Administrator Scott 
Pruitt took a call from Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, a Republi-
can, the White House instructed the agency not to lower the 
amount of biofuel mandated under the agency's annually 
revised Renewable Fuel Standard, according to a report by 
Bloomberg News, which cited "people familiar with the de-
cision." That RFS decision is due from the agency by Nov. 30.

Based on that report, Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., said 
she was encouraged that the administration listened to ar-
guments from her state and others pushing for sustaining 
the standard.

“We need to support our home-grown biofuel industry to 
strengthen our rural communities, so it’s encouraging that 
the EPA is reportedly backing away from its plan to cut 
biofuel blend levels,” Heitkamp said.

Presentation to MAT general members 
during the State of the Association session.

MAT Gives Back event; from 
left to right, Ryan Miller (Presi-
dent of MAT) myself, and Lance 
Looper (winners of MAT Givers 
Back pool tournament).
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Brenna Smith, a spokeswoman for Reynolds office, told 
CQ she could not verify the Bloomberg report. Instead, she 
reiterated that Trump had "reaffirmed his commitment to 
the RFS, but no definitive decision can be made during the 
comment period" that ends Thursday on the EPA's propos-
al to reduce the volumes.

A spokesman for the Renewable Fuels Association could 
not verify the report, either. RFA Executive Director Monty 
Shaw appeared at an earlier news conference with Reynolds 
after her conversation with Trump, where he indicated he re-
mained cautious about taking the administration at its word. 

“The proof of the pudding is in the eating,” Shaw said. “We 
need to see the numbers.”

Reynolds said at the news conference in Iowa that both 
Trump and Pruitt "affirmed to me their continued com-
mitment to the RFS,” but warned that she would keep the 
pressure on until her state’s concerns are addressed.

Nominee Maneuvers
Iowa Sen. Joni Ernst's concerns over an EPA's nominee's 
position on expanding the use of biofuels appears to have 
led to the postponement Wednesday of an Environment 
and Public Works Committee vote on the nominee and 
several others.

The EPA nominee, William Wehrum, was picked by Trump 
to be assistant administrator for the EPA’s Office of Air and 
Regulation, which oversees the RFS. Ernst, a Republican, 
said she was dissatisfied with Wehrum's answers about the 
policy during his confirmation hearing.

“As the only Iowan on the committee, and with the 11 Repub-
lican, 10 Democrat split, one vote can be the difference,” Ernst 
said Wednesday afternoon. “Holding the EPA’s feet to the fire 
has put us on a path to receive strong reassurances on biofuel 
volumes and the EPA’s commitment to follow both the letter 
and the spirit of the RFS, as well as a commitment to not pur-
sue other policies harmful to our farmers across Iowa.”

While Ernst did not claim to block Wednesday's vote, 
Committee Chairman John Barrasso, R.-Wyo., said the de-
lay came in response to a Republican member's concerns.

Divisions over the RFS are generally not along party lines 
as much as they are geographic; lawmakers from states 
that produce corn and other biofuel raw materials support 

higher volumes while lawmakers from oil-producing states 
tend to oppose them because they reduce oil consumption.

Bipartisan support for the RFS was reflected in a statement 
by Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., who opposes Wehrum's 
nomination.

“Mr. Wehrum’s history of attacking the biofuels industry 
and his refusal to recuse himself from RFS-related issues 
despite his well-documented conflicts of interest should 
alarm all of my colleagues,” Duckworth said in a statement. 
“Any Senator who supports the RFS program, our farmers, 
and our commitment to the environment and energy de-
pendence must oppose his nomination.”

Wehrum is an attorney who has represented coal, oil and 
gas clients; the oil and gas industry has lobbied for a weak-
er RFS or a complete repeal of the program.

The RFS, which was created by Congress in 2005 and ex-
panded in 2007 (PL 110-140), sets minimum requirements 
for the volume of biofuels to be included in the nation’s 
transportation energy supply.

Lower Standard Proposed
The agency in July proposed an RFS standard of 19.24 bil-
lion gallons for 2018, down from the 19.28 billion in 2017. 
The EPA also kept the requirement for conventional biofu-
els like corn-based ethanol, which is mixed with gasoline, 
at the 15 billion gallons set for 2017. Ignoring pleas for a 
higher biomass-based diesel standard, which is set a year in 
advance of the others, the EPA proposed instead to keep it 
at 2.1 billion gallons in 2019, the same amount set for 2018.

The agency also proposed changes that would allow export-
ed biofuels to be counted as part of the RFS volume, a change 
that Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, said would "essentially 
gut the program and should be stopped in its tracks."

The Bloomberg report said that the export proposal was 
also to be dropped.

Grassley, Ernst and several other agricultural state lawmak-
ers met with Pruitt over the biofuel volumes on Tuesday. 

“Administrator Pruitt again claimed today that he will not 
do anything to undermine the program. However, we have 
heard this before,” she said after the Tuesday meeting. “We 
now need to see it. I will continue to work with the EPA, 
but they must prove to the agricultural community who 

Legislation & Partnerships Continued on Page 20
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put their faith in this administration that they will fulfill 
their promise to maintain the letter and the spirit of the 
RFS. We will not accept anything less.”

BIOFUEL FIGHT HEATS UP TODAY: Iowa Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, joined by home-state colleague Joni Ernst, Ne-
braska's Deb Fischer and possibly others, will meet with 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt today amid growing con-
cern that President Donald Trump is reneging on a cam-
paign promise and undermining the biofuels industry, 
Pro's Eric Wolff reports. EPA's recent proposal to cut bio-
mass-based biodiesel quotas for 2018 and 2019, as well as 
recent reports the agency was considering allowing the use 
of credits from ethanol shipped overseas, has drawn mul-
tiple Senate letters in recent weeks, including a bipartisan 
letter from 38 senators and another with 29 signatures. 

The recent moves have proven a huge financial boon for the 
oil refiners and rattled the market for biofuel credits known 
as RINs. Pruitt, who had immensely close ties to the oil in-
dustry as Oklahoma attorney general, is looking for ways to 
help them out, according to an administration official and 
oil industry sources who have spoken with EPA. "The ad-
ministrator wants to drive down RIN prices," said one oil re-

fining source who recently spoke to multiple EPA career and 
political officials. "The reason he wants to do that, he's going 
to screw them on point of obligation. He's willing to [push] 
any crazy idea that accomplishes that goal in the short term. 
It doesn't matter what the litigation risk is."

Remember Trump made his support for the Renewable Fuel 
Standard a rare policy-heavy portion of his campaign in Iowa, 
and Grassley, in particular, took Pruitt's proposed changes per-
sonally. He recently called them a "bait and switch" from what 
the administrator had told him before his nomination. Sepa-
rately, four Republican governors — Kim Reynolds (Iowa), Sam 
Brownback (Kan.), Eric Greitens (Mo.) and Dennis Daugaard 
(S.D.) — sent a letter to Trump Monday voicing concern over 
EPA's recent RFS moves. "Cutting the biomass-based diesel vol-
ume set a year ago is not only unnecessary, it's highly disruptive, 
unprecedented and potentially catastrophic," they wrote. 

Another refining industry source sums up the adminis-
tration's dilemma too: "The administration faces a conun-
drum on this issue. On the one hand guys are really leaning 
on them and talking about how they made a promise to 
rural America. On the other hand, the president made a 
promise to protect manufacturing jobs.... Politically what 
they're facing is a lot of heat."

http://www.surveyadvantage.com
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Around The World
NAFTA Renegotiations Update

From the National Small Business Association

Talk is continuing to grow that President Donald Trump 
may pull the U.S. out of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) with Canada and Mexico and termi-
nate the accord. The fourth round of talks finish in Wash-
ington, DC this week, and the negotiations are surrounded 
by gloom and angst for those with the most invested in the 
trade deal’s future.

Trump has vowed to renegotiate NAFTA on terms that are 
better for U.S. workers and businesses, but some of his pro-
posals have drawn opposition from some business groups 
and seem unlikely to ever be accepted by Canada and Mex-
ico. As a result, there is increased anxiety that the three 
countries will not be able to agree to a deal, and Trump will 
terminate the trade deal after the planned seven rounds of 
talks are concluded at the end of the year.

Many in the business community have argued that with-
drawing from NAFTA would bring steeper tariffs, job loss-
es and higher prices for consumers. Further, withdrawing 
would also make it much less likely that any country would 
want to negotiate new bilateral trade deals with the current 
administration. This would further hurt U.S. exporters that 
argue they have already lost plenty of ground while other 
nations forge new trade agreements.

Two contentious proposals from President Trump are 
causing consternation for many U.S. businesses, as well as 
Canada and Mexico. The first is a sunset clause that would 
require the three nations to periodically vote to keep the 
deal in place or face NAFTA’s expiration in five years. Crit-
ics of the language say including it would effectively end 
NAFTA, since its life would be hanging on a thread and 
businesses would no longer make investments based on 
the certainty of the deal’s trade rules.

The U.S. also unveiled a rules-of-origin proposal that 
would require cars and trucks to include a greater percent-
age of U.S. and North American parts to maintain coveted 
tariff-free access under the deal. On auto manufacturing, 
the U.S. reportedly want at least 85 percent North Ameri-
can content and 50 percent U.S. content in vehicles that 

can travel duty-free between the NAFTA countries – a rule 
they want U.S. manufacturers exempted from. Currently, 
vehicles have to have 62.5 percent North American content 
to be duty-free, but it can come from any of the three coun-
tries. Further, disagreements over U.S.-backed changes to 
the trade deal’s dispute settlement systems are yet another 
obstacle.

Meanwhile, both Republicans and Democrats on Capi-
tol Hill have expressed concern about Trump’s repeated 
threats to leave the agreement if a reworked deal doesn’t 
better favor the United States.

The three nations initially set an end-December deadline, 
citing the need to avoid a Mexican presidential election 
next year. Privately, officials now say that if the negotiations 
need to be extended, they could run till the end of Febru-
ary without causing too many problems.

City to Learn More About Marina 
Proposal This Week

A mix of local and international companies are expected 
to be named when the letters of intent are delivered by 
Sunday, Oct. 22.

A clearer picture of who the city could be working with 
on the Panama City Marina Redevelopment project should 
emerge by the end of this week when Sonnenblick Devel-
opment delivers the letters of intent.

A mix of local and international companies are expected to 
be named when the letters are delivered by Sunday. Some 
companies developer Bob Sonnenblick said have signed on 
are Marriott Hotels for a SpringHill Suites, GAC Construc-
tion, Florida Architects, Bellingham Marinas and ZHA 
consulting, to name a few.

“Each of these groups are the best qualified in the indus-
try to help this project become a success for both ourselves 
and the City of Panama City,” said developer Bob Sonnen-
blick in an email.

The city was expecting to receive a mix of local and inter-
national companies, according to City Manager Jeff Brown.

Around the World Continued on Page 22
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The letters of intent are non-binding, according to Brown, 
but it indicates who will likely be involved in the project 
and what their role will be. They also detail how the differ-
ent participants will work with each other.

Having this information, Brown said, is essential to the 
feasibility studies as it helps determine what the studies 
should look at and if the participant’s roles make sense.

“The feasibility studies will show if the participants are fi-
nancially viable,” Brown said.

Behind the scenes, Sonnenblick said the project is continu-
ing to evolve.

“Our latest change has been to increase the number of rent-
al apartments from 50 units up to 150,” he wrote. “We (and 
the city officials) all feel that this will help enliven Down-
town Panama City on a 24/7 basis.”

Whether these changes will be supported by the market is 
being determined now, as Sonnenblick is currently having 
a number of feasibility studies done to go over every aspect 
of the project.

These studies are expected to be completed by Feb. 1, at 
which point serious negotiating would begin between Son-
nenblick and the city.

http://www.marinaassociation.org
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News From Washington
  

NMMA Sees Win for Boaters, Industry as 
Bill to Sell E15 Year-Round is Defeated

NMMA saw a win for the recreational boating industry last 
week as a bill that would have allowed for year-round sales 
of higher blends of ethanol was defeated and won't get a 
vote in the Senate Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee this year. This is good news for the industry and fol-
lows countless meetings and discussions NMMA had with 
key Senate offices to ensure they knew of the damaging im-
pacts of E15 on marine engines. NMMA also activated the 
industry's grassroots platform, Boating United, resulting in 
thousands of boaters throughout the country adding their 
voice to the issue.  

Politico reported on Thursday that both Environment and 
Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.)  and Sen. 
Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), author of the bill (S. 517 (115)), said 
it lacked the votes to get out of committee despite having 
five members as co-sponsors. 

"The original sponsor said the votes aren't there; I don't ex-
pect to see it this year," Barrasso said. Fischer agreed that 
the bill would not come up for a vote this year.

Ethanol producers argue that allowing year-round sale of 
gasoline with 15 percent ethanol (E15) would help increase 
the number of credits that refiners must use to comply 
with the Renewable Fuel Standard — and ultimately drive 
down prices. They had hoped to sway Democrats by tout-
ing the fuel's lower greenhouse gas profile than gasoline, 
and the hope that allowing E15 to be sold all year would 
create higher demand for advanced biofuels with even 
lower emissions. However, fifteen percent ethanol fuel is 
prohibited from being blended in the summer months due 
to its high fuel volatility, or Reid Vapor Pressure. What's 
more, NMMA has been clear that year-round sales of E15, 
especially during summer months when boaters around 
the country fill up their boats at gas stations, is a risk to 
consumers given the negative effects E15 has on marine 
engines and many other small engines.

NMMA will continue addressing fuel policy to protect 
boaters and the recreational marine industry. Please con-
tact NMMA's Michael Pasko with questions at mpasko@
nmma.org.

Recreational Boating Needs Your Help 
with Modern Fish Act

The Modern Fish Act — a bill to address the challenges 
facing recreational fishermen in the federal fisheries man-
agement system — is on the move in Congress. The Center 
for Sportfishing Policy, and its partners--including NM-
MA--have launched a significant media campaign to ener-
gize recreational fishing advocates and engage Members of 
Congress and staff around the Modern Fish Act. 

The campaign is seeing tremendous success through the 
ads running in digital Beltway publications and on social 
media. But, we need your help. As an individual working 
in recreational boating, you and your business are affected 
by recreational fishing regulations. 

That's why your Members of Congress need to hear from 
YOU. We encourage you to CLICK HERE to send a letter 
to your Members of Congress in support of the Modern 
Fish Act. 

Please share this information with your followers on so-
cial media, your staff, and your customers so we can fix the 
broken federal fisheries management system. 

For those interested in engaging further by writing an op-
ed or letter to the editor in support of the Modern Fish Act, 
please contact Rebecca Louviere at rebecca@sportfishing-
policy.com. 

NMMA Supporting Recreation Not Red 
Tape Act to Improve Access to Public 

Lands, Waters

On Tuesday, the House Committee on Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on Federal Lands held a legislative hearing 
on the Recreation Not Red-Tape Act (RNR) to ensure out-
door access and a growing outdoor recreation economy. 
The Act will update processes and policies on our national 
public lands to improve the outdoor recreation experience. 

The legislative hearing and witness testimony can be found 
here.

News from Washington Continued on Page 24
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Outdoor recreation on our public lands is one of our biggest 
economic drivers, but agency policies are outdated for the 
21st century recreationist. That's why the RNR Act is sup-
ported by NMMA--it aims to reduce barriers to outdoor 
recreation access and improve public land management for 
Americans who enjoy skiing, boating, fishing and more on 
our shared public lands and waters. In addition to NMMA 
and the recreational boating industry, RNR is supported by 
the entire spectrum of the outdoor recreation community, 
from outdoor businesses to the motorized, human-pow-
ered and sportsmen communities. In fact, NMMA and our 
partners in the Outdoor Recreation Industry Roundtable 
submitted a letter of support this week on the RNR Act to 
demonstrate our commitment to seeing it through.

For background, in late July, the bipartisan and bicameral 
RNR Act was introduced by Congress with support from 
the outdoor community. With such significant economic 
impact from the outdoor industry and a push by outdoor 
groups, including NMMA, to get more Americans on our 
public lands and waters, land management agencies need 
updated tools to protect and improve access to these lands 
and waters. The RNR Act offers sensible, non-controversial 
proposals for identifying and appropriately managing im-
portant places for sustainable outdoor recreation across 
the country. 

If passed, the RNR Act will update processes and policies 
on our national public lands to improve the outdoor rec-

reation experience, which is good for the $887 billion per 
year recreation economy, its 7.6 million jobs and all out-
door businesses.

House Passes Budget Resolution Paving 
Way for Tax Reform

On Thursday, the House passed the budget resolution, 
which is poised to help unlock tax reform--and good news 
for recreational boating. To urge Congress to expeditiously 
pass the budget resolution, NMMA recently signed onto a 
letter alongside a coalition of other industry associations, 
helping to bring attention to the importance of passing the 
budget resolution to industries like marine manufacturing.

The letter stated that, "It has been 31 years since Congress 
last reformed the tax code. Since then, the code has be-
come an anchor weighing down the economy, job creation, 
and wage growth for American families. This Congress has 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to fix the problem." 

Click here to read the full letter.

There is a long road to pro-growth tax reform and to help 
communicate that path, the National Association of Manu-
facturers has created a helpful graphic outlining each of the 
key steps. 

Click here to view the graphic.

News from Washington Continued from Page 23

We offer
• Global Gateway for Recurring Monthly Charges

• Superior Marina Industry Knowledge
• True Cost (Interchange) Plus Pricing

• PCI Compliance Program & Support
• Unparalleled Customer Service

• Fleet Card Acceptance
• Free Online Reporting

• Next-Day Funding
• Free Rate Review

Why PCS?  
We don’t just sell credit card processing 
services; we integrate our products and 
services into the core of your everyday 
business. Our goal is to reduce your costs 
associated with processing transactions, and 
to always give you the best in service...

For a no obligation savings analysis, fax your latest card procesing statement 
to 928.752.7259 or email to sales@PCSmarinegroup.com

855.727.3030 | PCSmarinegroup.com
Proud member of the AmI
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Classified Ads
Marina Director: Town of Lake Park

A diverse, artistic, waterfront community with a popula-
tion of 8,538 located in sunny Palm Beach County on the 
east coast of Florida is seeking a qualified individual to fill 
the position of Marina Director for its municipally owned 
112-slip Lake Park Harbor Marina.  The Town of Lake Park 
has a Commission/Manager form of government where 
the Town Manager works under the legislative direction of 
the Town Commission. 
 
Under the administrative direction of the Town Manager, 
the Marina Director is responsible for the daily adminis-
tration, direction and supervision of all Marina activities 
and employees, including the planning, directing and co-
ordinating of all Marina-related operations and activities.  
Development of long range financial plans, capital plans, 
etc.  Oversees slip rentals, and assists the Town’s Finance 
Director with the collection and accounting of all income 
generated by the Marina including, but not limited to, slip 
rentals, fueling charges, transient boater fees, ramp fees, 
concession sales and other miscellaneous revenues.  At-

tends meetings of the Town Commission and other meet-
ings that may impact the functioning and performance of 
the Marina. The Marina Director is a direct report to the 
Town Manager, and is an exempt level position.
 
Must possess a minimum of five years of demonstrated pro-
fessional experience as a marina director which includes 
the complete operation and maintenance of a marina with 
100-plus slips.  Bachelor’s degree from an accredited col-
lege or university majoring in business, accounting, public 
administration or related field preferred is required.   Mas-
ter of Business Administration or related field and Certi-
fied Marina Manager (CMM) are preferred.
 
Salary range $77,896.00 to $109,116.80.  Starting salary de-
pendent upon qualifications.  Excellent benefits.  Deadline 
for Receipt of Applications:  5:00 p.m. ET on November 
3, 2017.  Submit current resume and completed Town of 
Lake Park Employment Application Form directly to the 
Human Resources Department, Lake Park Town Hall, 535 
Park Avenue, Lake Park, Florida 33403.  All applicants shall 
be subject to a criminal background check.  Application 
forms may be downloaded from the Employment Oppor-
tunities page at the Town’s website at www.lakeparkflorida.
gov. Application forms and resumes will not be accepted by 
fax or by email. Phone: 561-881-3300. An Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

Contact Info: Janet Miller; jmiller@lakeparkflorida.gov; 
561-881-3300

Marina Front Office Manager:
Fort Lauderdale

A national marina company is seeking an Office Manager 
to fill a position in a wet slip marina in the Fort Lauderdale, 
FL area. Benefits include paid vacation, 401k, and insur-
ance is offered. Will assist Marina Manager with reserva-
tions, data entry, accounting and provide customer service. 
Full time position, office experience required. Computer 
skills required include Microsoft Word and Excel. Candi-
date must possess excellent verbal and written skills. Back-
ground check & drug screen required, EOE.  Email cover 
letter & resume to hfmarinascott@bellsouth.net

Contact Info: Scott Salomon; hfmarinascott@bellsouth.net

You’re Number One!
At BoatU.S., you’ll find boating experts with the answers you 
need when you call. Our knowledgeable Underwriters not only 
find the perfect coverage for your boat and boating lifestyle, 
we’ll work with you to help find ways to save on your premium. 
And, as a Berkshire Hathaway company, you can be sure 
BoatU.S. will be here each and every time you need us. 

“So often in this day and age, 
customer service representatives 
are indifferent in their dealings 
with clients over the phone. I was 
extremely satisfied with the helpful 
and courteous way my insurance 
inquiry was handled and want to 
thank you for having people of 
this caliber available for your 
insurance customers.” 
                        —Bruce Fournier,  
   Bradenton, FL

Policies Subject to Limits and Exclusions

For a fast, free quote call 1-800-283-2883 
or apply online at BoatUS.com

With BoatU.S. Insurance, 
You’re Not Just A Number...

BoatU.S. Member Bruce Fournier aboard 
“G’Day” on the Braden River in Florida.
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With hurricane season upon us, we want YOU to know 
how to stay clear of boat and property damage!   

In 2013, the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) and the Boat Owners 
Association of The United States (BoatUS) teamed up to offer a series of three 
pre-recorded, online webinars. These previously run webinars came out of the need 
for information in the wake of Hurricane Sandy and geared towards marine facility 
operators and others interested in learning about how to secure boats to avoid 
damage in future storms. 

The first in the series, "Sandy Overview: What 
We've Learned," will look at what made Hurricane 
Sandy so destructive and the types of damage it 
caused to boats and to marinas, and share some 
survival stories. It will also try to answer the 
question: Was hauling boats, as BoatUS has long 
advocated, the right answer this time? 

The second webinar, "Securing Boats on Land," will focus 
on the challenges of securing boats inside storage 
structures as well as outside on the hard, and discuss 
some potential solutions and best practices. 

The last webinar in the series, "Securing Boats in the Water," 
will look at the challenges presented by various dock structures 
such as fixed or floating docks and moorings, and also look at 
solutions and best practices.  

 
 You can order the pre-recorded webinars to view at anytime. 
Order one or order all three. They are available for purchase by 

completing the Fax/Email order form. Once your order is completed you will receive 
an email with directions on how to access the webinars. See AMI's website and click 
on the online training tab for more information.  

 

 $15 each for AMI Members 
 $30/$50/$75 for 1/2/3 webinars for Non-Members 

https://marinaassociation.org/sites/default/files/BOATUS%20Webinar%20ORDER%20FORM%20WRITABLE.pdf
https://marinaassociation.org/
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AMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
International Marina and Boatyard Conference (IMBC)

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622
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