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Welcome to the September issue
A Summer of Giving: Bridge Marina 

Raises Over $2,800 For Military Families

Marina and boaters generously help Folds Of Honor, a 
non-profit dedicated to supporting the families of fallen 
and disabled service members

Bridge Marina led a local charge this summer in raising 
funds for Folds of Honor, a non-profit that provides educa-
tional scholarships to the children and spouses of our fallen 
and disabled servicemen and women.  The marina, located 
on New Jersey’s largest lake, raised over $2,800 for the Fold 
of Honor non-profit founded by Major Dan Rooney, an 
F-16 fighter pilot who served three tours of duty in Iraq. 
 
Bridge Marina held several fundraisers during two of the 
busiest holiday weekends for boaters, Fourth of July and 
Labor Day weekends.  During the fundraisers, the mari-
na donated ten cents of every gallon of fuel purchased at 
its busy fuel dock to Folds of Honor.  Bridge Marina also 
spearheaded a fundraising effort that provided boaters the 
opportunity to make their own charitable contributions to 
the cause as well.  An ice cream sale, with treats generously 
donated by one of the marina’s dock slip members, Ronen 
Barak, raised additional funds for the non-profit during a 
active Fourth of July holiday weekend.

Ray Fernandez, owner of Bridge Marina, became aware 
of the effort to raise funds for the non-profit through his 
involvement with the Association of Marina Industries 
(AMI).  Fernandez, who serves on AMI’s Board of Direc-
tors along with over a dozen other leaders in the marine 
industry from across the country, said that participating 
marinas have a unique opportunity to collectively help 
and raise money to support our country’s service men and 
women through Folds of Honor.  

About Bridge Marina’s contributions and fundraising ef-
fort, Fernandez said, “We are proud to stand with the Folds 
of Honor and are equally proud that so many of our guests 
and boaters stand with us.  Together, we are honoring those 
heroes who stand guard over our freedoms and make a dif-
ference in the lives of their families who have sacrificed so 
much.”  

Folds of Honor has awarded more than 10,000 scholarships 
in all 50 states, as well as Guam, Puerto Rico and the Vir-

gin Islands. “Our motto says it best,” said Major Rooney, 
“Honor their sacrifice.  Educate their legacy.”

About Bridge Marina, Inc.: Bridge Marina is Lake Hopat-
cong’s award-winning, boutique marina, offering dock 
slip memberships, daily boat rentals, New Jersey’s premier 
Boating Club, marine store, certified service department, 
marine-grade fuel, and more.  Bridge Marina is nation-
ally recognized twice as the “Marina of the Year” and is the 
only freshwater marina in the Garden State certified by the 
NJDEP as a “Clean Marina.”  For more information, visit 
us on the web at www.BridgeMarina.com or call (973) 663-
1976.

About Folds of Honor: Folds of Honor is a 501(C)(3) non-
profit organization that provides educational scholarships 
to families of military men and women who have fallen 
or been disabled while on active duty in the United States 
armed forces. Our educational scholarships support private 
education tuition and tutoring for children in grades K-12, 
as well as higher education tuition assistance for spouses 
and dependents. Founded in 2007 by Major Dan Rooney, 
an F-16 fighter pilot in the Oklahoma Air National Guard 
who served three tours of duty in Iraq, Folds of Honor is 
proud to have awarded more than 10,000 scholarships in 
all 50 states, as well as Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands, including more than 2,500 in 2015 alone. For more 
information or to donate in support of a Folds of Honor 
scholarship, visit www.foldsofhonor.org.

Coast Guard and Florida FWC Salvaging 
Polluting Boats after Irma

Source: Trade Only Today

Federal and state agencies are assessing environmental 
damage caused by hundreds of damaged or sunken vessels 
after Hurricane Irma struck Sept. 13.

The Coast Guard and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission members have assessed more than 800 
boats in parts of Florida and are salvaging those that pose 
an immediate threat to the environment.

“The response to Irma is a collaborative effort,” Benjamin 
Franco, Environmental Protection Agency incident com-
mander for the response, said in a statement. “Every mem-

Industry News Continued on Page 3

http://www.foldsofhonor.org
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLFFWCC/bulletins/1b978ab
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLFFWCC/bulletins/1b978ab
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLFFWCC/bulletins/1b978ab
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ber of this team, both local, state and federal, is bringing to 
bear all of their expertise, experience and the assets neces-
sary for an expeditious conclusion to this response.

“Our hearts go out to those citizens impacted by Hurricane 
Irma and we will make every effort to ensure their needs 
are being addressed,” Franco said.

“This command has found that all sunk and derelict vessels 
resulting from Hurricane Irma are a threat to the environ-
ment and our mission is to remove this threat,” said Cmdr. 
JoAnne Hanson, Coast Guard incident commander for the 
response. “The first priority is to remove actively polluting 
vessels. Second to that are the vessels that aren’t actively 
polluting, but where a potential for pollution exists.”

EPA Recovers Material From Toxic Waste 
Sites Harvey Flooded in Texas

Source: Trade Only Today Editors

The Environmental Protection Agency said it recovered 
517 containers of "unidentified, potentially hazardous ma-
terial" from highly contaminated toxic waste sites in Texas 
that flooded last month during Hurricane Harvey.

The agency has not provided details about which Super-
fund sites the material came from, why the contaminants at 
issue have not been identified and whether there's a threat 
to human health, the Associated Press reported.

The one-sentence disclosure about the containers was 
made Friday night deep within a media release from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency summarizing the 
government's response to the devastating storm, the AP 
said.

At least seven Superfund sites in and around Houston were 
flooded in the days after Harvey's record-shattering rains 
stopped.

The AP said it surveyed the flooded sites by boat, vehicle 
and on foot. The EPA said at the time that its personnel had 
been unable to reach the sites, although they surveyed the 
locations using aerial photos.
The U.S. government also received reports of three spills at 

Industry News Continued from Page 2 the U.S. Oil Recovery Superfund site, a former petroleum 
waste processing plant outside Houston contaminated with 
a dangerous brew of cancer-causing chemicals.

Records the AP obtained from the Coast Guard showed 
workers at the site called a federal hot line to report spills 
of unidentified materials in unknown amounts.

Local pollution control officials photographed three large 
tanks used to store potentially hazardous waste completely 
underwater on Aug. 29. The EPA later said there was no 
evidence that nearby Vince Bayou had been affected.

PRP Group, the company formed to clean up the U.S. Oil 
Recovery site, said it does not know how much material 
leaked from the tanks, soaking into the soil or flowing into 
the bayou.

As part of the post-storm cleanup, workers have vacuumed 
up 63 truckloads of potentially contaminated storm water, 
totaling about 315,000 gallons.

Some BoatUS CAT Team Members at 
Work for 25th Straight Day After Storms

Source: Reagan Haynes, Trade Only Today

When hurricanes strike, first responders leap into action — 
fire departments, police, National Guard units and medical 
professionals all converge to help provide aid to people af-
fected by the storms.

Insurance providers, not a category of first responders that 
typically comes to mind, are there in the wreckage, sooth-
ing distraught property owners and working for days on 
end, climbing over debris in areas that have often just re-
opened to traffic.

BoatUS, one of the nation’s largest providers of boat insur-
ance, has one of the largest catastrophe response teams it 
has ever assembled in Florida to assess damage to boats 
this week.

In this video, BoatUS catastrophe team coordinator Mike 
McCook works out how to salvage a vessel in a way that 
will cause the least damage to the boats.

http://www.kristv.com/story/36436786/epa-recovers-waste-from-toxic-sites-flooded-by-harvey
http://www.kristv.com/story/36436786/epa-recovers-waste-from-toxic-sites-flooded-by-harvey
https://p.widencdn.net/1v0nhn/IMG_4930_Salvage-Explained
https://p.widencdn.net/1v0nhn/IMG_4930_Salvage-Explained
https://p.widencdn.net/1v0nhn/IMG_4930_Salvage-Explained
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Many members of the BoatUS CAT team were working 
their 25th day in a row today, having come directly from 
working long days in Texas recovering boats damaged and 
destroyed by Hurricane Harvey.

The work can be emotionally draining. People, especially 
here, are attached to their boats in ways that are seldom 
seen for cars or even homes, said D.J. Smith, a team mem-
ber who had been working for 20 days straight on Friday.

“They want to talk about the boat,” Smith told Trade Only 
Today. “They don’t care about the house, but they want to 
talk about the boat.”

“People will get an emotional attachment to their boats 
that’s different from their cars, or even homes,” agreed team 
member Tom Benton, who also wrapped up his 20th day of 
salvage on Friday.

The result is being part therapist, part salvor.

Bill Pike, of Power & Motoryacht, a sister publication to 

Trade Only Today, was caught off guard by how emotional 
people were discussing their damaged or destroyed boats 
during a trip in which he followed the BoatUS teams last 
week.

One of the most poignant examples of that raw emotion 
occurred when he and BoatUS public affairs vice president 
Scott Croft encountered Carol Hawkins, who had just got-
ten to her home on Big Pine Key to assess the damage.

She and her daughter, Jennifer Hawkins-Dydra, and son-
in-law Jason Dydra had just gotten back to their home an 
hour before a BoatUS van carrying two reporters rolled up. 
The three were still taking in the damage.

“We’re literally in shell shock,” Carol Hawkins said.

Despite all the destruction in her yard, somewhat depicted 
in the video below, Hawkins was sitting close to her 2001 
Glacier Bay — her husband had recently passed and this 
was her connection to him. “I just don’t want to lose her,” 
Hawkins said, holding back tears.

Industry News Continued on Page 5

https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/video-boatus-teams-help-florida-keys-residents-assess-damage-from-irma
http://innovativepanel.com
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These are the stories that members of the CAT team hear 
day in and day out.

“People just want to tell their story about their boat or jet 
ski,” CAT team member Shawn McGee said. “If you’re a 
good listener and spend five, seven minutes listening to 
people tell their story, you can do a better job for them.”

Hurricane Recovery Should Prioritize 
Resilience, Natural Infrastructure

Source: From American Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association (ASBPA) 
Contact: Derek Brockbank, ASBPA executive director – 
(202) 827-4246 or derek.brockbank@asbpa.org

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma were, and continue to be, life-
changing events for millions of Americans. These coastal 
storms brought devastation far beyond waterfront homes, 
reminding us that the coastal flood zone can range miles 
inland. As communities throughout the impacted coastal 
zone begin to recover and rebuild, their focus should be on 
building back better and smarter than before – ensuring 
the next storm will do less damage and people in a storm’s 
path will be better able to cope. This means building resil-
ient communities and using natural coastal infrastructure 
– beaches, dunes and wetlands – to reduce flood risk.
 
While local coastal managers are still assessing damage, we 
are again seeing that natural coastal infrastructure did its 
job – beaches, dunes and wetlands protected property and 
lives at the expense of displaced sand and eroded coast-
lines. Following Hurricane Sandy, federal beach and dune 
projects were determined to have prevented $1.9 billion in 
damages(1) and coastal wetlands prevented $625 million 
in damages(2). We expect Florida and Texas towns and 
counties that maintained wide beaches and high dunes to 
have less direct damage than those whose coastline was al-
lowed to deteriorate.
 
Beaches, dunes and wetlands are the first line of defense 
against storm surge and coastal storm damage, but coastal 
flood and storm protection takes multiple lines of defense. 
During Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, evacuations saved 
lives, elevated homes saved property, and coastal research 
and modeling led to forecasts that gave people time to 
prepare. All coastal communities should have emergency 
management plans, proper zoning and regulations for 
building in flood zones. The federal government can sup-

port communities by funding coastal storm and flood risk 
reduction projects, ensuring the National Flood Insurance 
Program doesn’t incentivize risky building practices and by 
investing in coastal research, data collection, modeling and 
forecasting.
 
As Texas and Florida communities recover with federal 
support, resilience must go beyond the shoreline. In Hur-
ricane Harvey, inland flooding from excessive rain was far 
more destructive than the initial storm surge, so resilience 
planning must be systemic and watershed-based. Bayside 
flooding in both Harvey and Irma was as destructive as 
oceanfront flooding. Proper planning – including wetland 
and bay beach restoration, storm-sensitive building codes 
and beneficially using navigation channel sediment – can 
reduce this risk.
 
As seas rise and coastal storms intensify, post-storm res-
toration must be looked at systemically and with the goal 
of increasing resilience throughout the watershed. Federal 
support will be necessary to help local communities while 
ensuring efficient and systemic recovery and restoration 
that decreases future risk, not just piecemeal rebuilding. 
The federal government should provide funding to restore 
and rebuild, and should help communities become better 
prepared for the next storm, by promoting resilience and 
investment in natural coastal infrastructure such as beach-
es, dunes and wetlands.

1. http://www.nad.usace.army.mil/Portals/40/
docs/ComprehensiveStudy/Estimate%20of%20
Sandy%20damages%20avoided.pdf

2. https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-
09269-z

Sea Tow Signs Deal with Online Slip 
Reservation Site

From Trade Only Today

Sea Tow said it has partnered with Snag-A-Slip, an online 
boat slip reservation site, offering members a discount 
when they book on the site.

Sea Tow members who reserve a boat slip using Snag-A-
Slip will receive $10 on their reservation and accelerated 
rewards. Snag-A-Slip partners with more than 500 marinas 
across the nation.

Industry News Continued on Page 7

mailto:derek.brockbank%40asbpa.org?subject=
http://www.nad.usace.army.mil/Portals/40/docs/ComprehensiveStudy/Estimate%20of%20Sandy%20damages%20avoided.pdf
http://www.nad.usace.army.mil/Portals/40/docs/ComprehensiveStudy/Estimate%20of%20Sandy%20damages%20avoided.pdf
http://www.nad.usace.army.mil/Portals/40/docs/ComprehensiveStudy/Estimate%20of%20Sandy%20damages%20avoided.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-09269-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-09269-z
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“We are excited that Snag-A-Slip is participating in our Sea 
Tow Savings Club and is able to provide an exclusive re-
wards program to our members so they can venture out 
to new areas with the confidence of knowing they have a 
place to dock,” Sea Tow marketing director Vanessa Kraus 
said in a statement. “We hope that this discount with Snag-
A-Slip will encourage our members to explore new areas 
while having a fun, safe and well-planned trip in place.”

The company’s website and app allow boaters to search ma-
rinas by region, city or marina name and then search for 
slip availability based on travel dates, length, beam, draw 
and power requirements.

“Our mission is to inspire boaters to explore the waterways 
and experience new destinations,” said Paige Holden, vice 
president of marketing for Snag-A-Slip. “Sea Tow members 
now have the benefit of our partnership and know they can 
count on our website to provide them with everything they 
need to explore and book their next destination.”

NSBA 2017 Mid-Year Small Business 
Economic Report

The National Small Business Association (NSBA) today 
released its 2017 Mid-Year Economic Report where the 
small-business outlook on the overall economy is at its 
highest point in seven years despite growing frustration 
over elected officials’ inability to enact needed reforms.

“For the first half of 2017, we’ve seen record highs in small-
business confidence and outlook, however our most recent 
report shows more muted projections in hiring and rev-
enue growth, ” stated NSBA President and CEO Todd Mc-
Cracken. “The absence of any meaningful legislating is a 
driver of changes in anticipated growth, and is the reason 
why small businesses believe the first thing Congress and 
the administration need to address is ending the partisan 
gridlock.”

Among the most positive findings: 45 percent of small 
businesses say today’s economy is better than six months 
ago; 83 percent are confident in the future of their busi-
ness; and the number of small-business owners who said 
“economic uncertainty” was a significant challenge to the 
future growth and survival of their business dropped to 36 
percent, the lowest this indicator has been since February 
2008.

Unfortunately, there were less-positive results as well: there 
was a drop in the number of small businesses anticipating 
economic expansion in the next 12 months; slightly fewer 
businesses reported revenue growth in the past year; and 
even fewer small-business owners reported hiring in the 
past 12 months or plans to do so in the coming 12 months.

“In this survey, we also asked several energy-related ques-
tions and found that the majority of small-business own-
ers are concerned about future energy costs,” stated NSBA 
Chair Pedro Alfonso of Dynamic Concepts, Inc. in Wash-
ington, D.C. “As such, the majority of small firms annually 
review their energy costs and take steps to reduce their en-
ergy consumption.”

The 2017 Mid-Year Economic Report was conducted on-
line July 24 through Aug. 14, 2017 among 1,134 small-
business owners.

Please click here to download the full report.

Celebrating 80 years in operation, NSBA is a staunchly 
nonpartisan organization advocating on behalf of Ameri-
ca’s entrepreneurs. NSBA’s 65,000 members represent every 
state and every industry in the U.S. Please visit www.nsba.
biz or follow us at @NSBAAdvocate.

Republicans to Unveil Broad Tax Cuts, 
Put Off Tough Decisions

Source: Damian Paletta, Mike Debonis, and Carolyn Y. 
Johnson (Washington Post), from the Chicago Tribune

President Donald Trump and top Republicans on Wednes-
day will unveil a proposal to cut personal and corporate 
taxes by at least $5 trillion over 10 years, people familiar 
with the matter said, promising to recoup more than half of 
the lost revenue by eliminating numerous unspecified tax 
breaks and deductions.

The blueprint, which party leaders are set to release and 
promote Wednesday during speeches and meetings, moves 
Trump and Republicans in Congress a step closer to a top 
policy goal. But by leaving decisions on which tax breaks 
to strip away to be negotiated later, they also are delaying 
controversial choices that could sink the party's tax effort
"We'll be releasing a very comprehensive report," Trump 
said Tuesday. "And it will be a very, very powerful docu-
ment."

Industry News Continued on Page 8

https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTUwMjc5OTEzMjgxMTY4NDAx/seatow.pdf
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTUwMjc5OTEzMjgxMTY4NDAx/seatow.pdf
http://www.nsba.biz/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Mid-Year-Economic-Report-2017.pdf
http://www.nsba.biz/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Mid-Year-Economic-Report-2017.pdf
http://www.nsba.biz
http://www.nsba.biz
https://twitter.com/NSBAAdvocate
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The White House and Republican leaders will propose 
slashing the corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 20 per-
cent and call for lowering the rate many high-income busi-
nesses pay through the individual income tax code to 25 
percent, said the people, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the 
internal negotiations.

The plan is expected to include other incentives meant to 
spur companies to invest, such as one that will let them 
write off investments in things such as equipment for at 
least five years.

In addition, Republicans will call for lowering the top tax 
bracket for individuals and families from the current 39.6 
percent to 35 percent, but they also will ask lawmakers to 
consider imposing a new, higher rate to ensure that the 
wealthy do not end up receiving a disproportionate tax cut, 
compared with the middle class and low-income families. 
This could include charging them a higher tax rate - but as 
with many other areas, no final decisions have been made.
There are currently seven individual income tax brackets, 
and the GOP plan would collapse those into three tax: one 
at 12 percent of income, one at 25 percent and one at 35 
percent. The GOP framework will not specify which in-
come level triggers specific tax rates, leaving those deci-
sions to be made later by lawmakers.

Republicans plan, however, to shield more income for low-
income and middle-class Americans from taxation as one 
way to deliver a big tax cut.

Republicans also will propose nearly doubling the standard 
deduction, which allows people to lower their taxable in-
come without specifying details such as charitable contri-
butions or the interest paid on their mortgages.

They will propose expanding the child tax credit by in-
creasing the income level at which this benefit phases out 
for workers. They also will call for eliminating provisions 
of the tax code that push married couples into higher tax 
brackets based on their combined income, a dynamic often 
referred to as a "marriage penalty."

Further, the GOP plan will call for eliminating the estate 
tax, which wealthy families must pay to transfer assets after 
someone dies.

As Republican leaders tout their tax blueprint, they plan to 
argue that it would lead to a wave of economic growth, new 
jobs and better wages if passed into law.

Trump told a group of Democrats and Republicans on 
Tuesday that the tax framework could lead the economy to 
grow more than 6 percent a year, more than double what 
even his advisers had hoped for and a rate that many econ-
omists say is preposterous.

These proposals will be targets, not set-in-stone demands. 
Lawmakers are expected to debate and negotiate tweaks, 
leaving the figures open to multiple changes.

The GOP plan largely will stop short of wading into the 
hardest part of the tax code, which is eliminating breaks 
that businesses and families use to lower their taxes. Re-
publican leaders want Congress to debate those changes 
and make them later in the process. Only a few will be 
named in the document Wednesday.

Tax proposals from past White House teams, led by Repub-
licans and Democrats, have included hundreds of pages of 
details and line items, specifying precisely which tax breaks 
should be eliminated and how much it would cost to add a 
new benefit.

The Trump administration decided to approach the issue 
much differently, worried that lawmakers would balk if 
they believed that the White House had cut a secret tax 
deal behind closed doors. But by deferring many of the 
toughest decisions to lawmakers, the White House gives 
more Republicans an opportunity to have a say in what the 
changes look like. It also opens up the process to prolonged 
bickering and foot-dragging, which has sidelined previous 
tax efforts for decades.

Stay connected and up-to-
date with AMI and all AMI 
related events and partners 
by ‘liking’ us on Facebook! 

Ask questions, get updates and pictures 
on all AMI related information!

Industry News Continued on Page 9

https://www.facebook.com/Association-of-Marina-Industries-1385586385013432/?fref=ts
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The primary tax break that the White House and Republi-
can leaders aim to target is a provision that allows families 
and businesses to take a federal deduction for taxes paid 
to state or local governments. Eliminating this provision 
would have an outsize impact on states with relatively high 
tax rates - such as New York, California, Illinois and New 
Jersey - and it could, according to some estimates, raise 
$1.5 trillion in taxes over 10 years.

Lawmakers from those states are expected to fight vigor-
ously to block the change, but the White House so far has 
refused to budge.

The White House plan also is expected to call, perhaps 
temporarily, for limits on the amount of interest that com-
panies can deduct from their taxable income. Republicans 
are concerned that if firms can deduct their capital invest-
ments, such as new plants and equipment, while also de-
ducting the interest on debt they borrow, they could end up 
paying little if any tax.

There are large corporate interest groups on both sides of 
this debate, and it is likely to spur a fight, particularly be-
tween manufacturers and banks.

Business groups have been largely unified as they push 
Congress to revamp the tax code, arguing the current sys-
tem is outdated and overly burdensome. But as lawmak-
ers dive into the specifics of which breaks to eliminate, 
that unity is likely to fracture, as individual industries and 
their lobby groups fight to protect specific provisions from 
which they benefit.

"We've been lobbying on tax reform since 1986, to be hon-
est with you," said James Tobin, chief lobbyist for the Na-
tional Association of Home Builders. "In tax reform, some-
one's got to win, and someone's got to lose."

The proposal to double the standard deduction is a poten-
tial source of tax relief for the middle class. But real estate 
agents and home builders, two of Washington's powerful 
lobbies, plan to fight the idea. They worry that doubling 
the deduction would weaken incentives in the tax code for 
buying a home, a valuable boost for their businesses.

The White House wants to push all of the tax cuts through 
Congress by the end of the year, hoping it will lead to a jolt 
of economic growth, new hiring and better wages. Demo-

crats have warned, however, that the outlines of the GOP 
plan so far would disproportionately help the wealthy, and 
many have said they will try to block tax cuts that add to 
the deficit or benefit the top 1 percent of households.

Trump met Tuesday with Republicans and Democrats 
on the House Ways and Means Committee, the panel in 
charge of writing tax legislation.

Several Democrats who attended the White House meet-
ing said Trump repeatedly insisted that his plan would not 
help the richest Americans. But the Democrats said that 
the president confirmed plans to scale back or eliminate 
the estate tax, which is paid only by high earners, and that 
he would not commit that the plan would be "distribution-
ally neutral" - that is, whether its effects would fall evenly 
along the income scale.

To blunt this criticism, Republicans are looking at ways 
to prevent the wealthy from drastically cutting their taxes 
through the plan, although they have not sorted out how 
this would work.

"It will be interesting to see what the final product is, be-
cause again they're big on generalities: 'This is going to be 
great,' " said Rep. Linda T. Sánchez (D-Calif.), who attend-
ed the meeting. "Very short on specifics. We want to see 
the distributional table, because we want to see who really 
benefits most."

Trump also said corporations would pay a 10 percent rate 
on profits returned to the United States from abroad, ac-
cording to multiple Democrats, and declined to detail how 
the costs of the plan would be offset to avoid ballooning the 
federal deficit.

"He said, 'Growth,' " Sánchez said. "And he said he thinks 
we could get to 6 percent growth. And most economists say 
we can't guarantee 3 percent growth."

Trump has repeatedly tried to pitch the tax changes as a 
way to benefit the middle class, trying to tap into public 
sentiment that the tax system disproportionately helps up-
per-income families.

More than 7 in 10 adults say the nation's tax system already 
tends to favor the wealthy more than the middle class, with 
a 55 percent majority who "strongly" feel this way, accord-
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ing to a Washington Post-ABC News poll released Tuesday.
Of those polled, 51 percent said they expect that Trump's 
tax plan will disproportionately benefit wealthy Americans.

5 Things to Watch in GOPs Tax Rollout

By Naomi Jagoda 

President Trump and congressional Republicans are seek-
ing to move the ball forward this week on their efforts to 
overhaul the tax code.

A group of GOP lawmakers and administration officials 
known as the “Big Six” on Wednesday will release a long-
awaited framework for a tax-code rewrite, expected to in-
clude big cuts to the corporate and individual tax rates.
The president will pitch the framework on Wednesday in 
a speech in Indiana, and House Republicans that day will 
meet to talk taxes at a retreat.

There is still no legislation, but backers hope the frame-
work gives the tax effort a boost. Here are five things to 
watch on taxes this week.

What will be included in the tax framework?
The precise level of detail to be included in the plan is still 
unclear, but several media reports say it will call for cut-
ting the top individual rate from 39.6 percent to 35 percent, 
echoing the one-page tax plan the White House released in 
April.

The framework will also reportedly call for lowering the 
corporate rate from 35 percent to 20 percent and for cut-
ting the top rate for “pass-through” businesses.

The latter can include small businesses but also those or-
ganized as LLCs, law firms and investment funds. These 
groups, which now pay the top individual rate of 39.5 per-
cent, would be taxed at 25 percent.

These ideas were contained in the tax blueprint Speaker 
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) released last year, though Trump has 
said he wants to tax all business income at 15 percent.
Other provisions expected include increasing the standard 
deduction and eliminating the state and local tax deduc-
tion. 

How will the proposed tax cuts be paid for?
After Republicans ruled out an earlier revenue-raising pro-
posal, a tax on imports, they’ll need to slash some major 
tax breaks to pay for the rate cuts.

Their biggest target is to eliminate the state and local tax 
deduction, which counts as its biggest beneficiaries indi-
viduals in Democratic-stronghold states like New York and 
California.

But lawmakers will have to do away with many other tax 
preferences as well in order to prevent their plans from bal-
looning the debt.

The White House and congressional Republicans have said 
in the past that they plan to keep the deductions for chari-
table giving and mortgage interest. Past plans have called 
for eliminating tax breaks for special interests but don’t 
specify the provisions that would be repealed.

White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
Trump would speak in Indiana about the elimination of tax 
breaks that benefit the wealthy and special interests. How-
ever, it’s unclear how much detail the Big Six’s framework 
will include about specific ways to pay for any proposed 
tax cuts.

Industry groups representing charities, homebuilders, in-
vestment funds and a slew of others are ready in the wings 
in case any of their breaks are targeted.

Republicans intend to pay for their plan, on paper at least, 
in part by counting the revenue generated by the economic 
growth their proposed cuts would produce.  GOP lawmak-
ers are already casting doubt on the official congressional 
scorekeepers — the Congressional Budget Office and Joint 
Committee on Taxation — because they tend to include 
less economic growth baked into their estimates.

GOP lawmakers on the Senate Budget Committee last 
week announced an agreement to produce a budget that 
calls for a reported $1.5 trillion tax cut before economic 
growth is taken into account.

But even still, policymakers will need to find ways to make 
up some of the revenue losses that their proposed tax cuts 
would yield.

Industry News Continued on Page 11
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Does the tax framework meet Trump’s goal of no tax cuts 
for the rich?
Trump recently said that wealthy individuals wouldn’t ben-
efit from his tax plan, and the White House has said that it 
intends to focus on the middle class and businesses.

But reports on the framework’s details indicate that many 
rich people would still be likely to see lower taxes, given the 
expected cut to the top individual rate and the new special 
rate for pass-through businesses. The largest share of pass-
through business income goes to high earners.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said on CNN Sunday 
that his vow last year about “no absolute tax cut” for the up-
per class was not a pledge but rather was Trump’s objective. 
Mnuchin also said that many people on the high end of the 
income scale would not see their taxes cut.

How much does the tax framework matter?
The Big Six document will represent the consensus of key 
players in the House, Senate and White House.

But the legislation will ultimately be written by the con-
gressional tax-writing committees. Senate Finance Com-
mittee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), a member of the 
Big Six, has said that the six won’t “dictate” his panel’s work.

One area where the framework could be helpful is in win-
ning over the conservative House Freedom Caucus. If Re-
publicans want to be able to pass a tax bill without any votes 
from Democrats, they will need to pass a budget resolution 
first, and the Freedom Caucus has sought more details be-
fore it gets a vote on the House floor.

 Given that the tax framework is expected to have similari-
ties to past GOP plans, the new document is likely to pro-
vide a measure of satisfaction to Freedom Caucus mem-
bers.

“If it’s the Better Way plan of Paul Ryan, we’re a yes. If it’s 
the president’s plan, we’re a yes,” Rep. Dave Brat (R-Va.), a 
Freedom Caucus member, said earlier this month.

Will Republicans be able to keep the spotlight on taxes?
A tax code rewrite is a top agenda item for Republicans this 
year. The GOP hopes that this week’s tax developments will 
help give the efforts attention and momentum.

But other issues have the potential to overshadow the 
framework’s release.

Republicans have until the end of the week to pass Obam-
aCare repeal legislation under the fiscal 2017 budget reso-
lution that allows a bill to advance with only a simple ma-
jority.

The debate over protesting athletes during the national an-
them has dominated the headlines since Trump on Friday 
said that NFL team owners should fire players who kneel. 

And Tuesday’s primary runoff for the GOP nomination in 
the Alabama Senate race is a high-stakes event for Trump. 
The president endorsed Sen. Luther Strange (R-Ala.), who 
is backed by Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
Ky.) but is trailing in the polls to former Alabama Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Roy Moore.

House Passes $1.2T Government Funding 
Package for 2018

Source: Cristina Marcos and Niv Elis, The Hill

The House on Thursday completed its work on the annual 
appropriations bills for 2018, ahead of expected negotia-
tions at the end of this year to keep the government funded. 

By a vote of 211-198, the House passed a $1.2 trillion pack-
age of spending bills to fund wide swaths of the federal 
government, ranging from the Department of Homeland 
Security to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

“This is a big day,” Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) said, touting 
the House's use of regular order to pass the 12 bills. 

“This is the first time the House has done that since 2009,” 
he said. 

The package included eight new bills, plus four previ-
ously passed appropriations bills that advanced through 
the House in July. Regular order for appropriations typi-
cally involved passing each of the bills individually, not in 
groups of 4 or 8.

Congress sent a three-month government funding exten-
sion to President Trump’s desk last week to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown on Oct. 1. That means Congress will have 
to finalize government spending for 2018 in December.
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“This is the next step in the process, but it is not the end. 
Funding these important federal responsibilities and keep-
ing the government open is our constitutional duty to the 
people we serve, and I look forward to the final completion 
of all these critical bills,” House Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.).

The passage of all 12 of the annual appropriations bills be-
fore the end of the fiscal year is a first for Republicans who 
have not been able to move them all in the same time frame 
in recent years. 

Together, the bills appropriate $621.5 billion for defense 
spending and $511 billion for nondefense discretionary 
spending. It also devotes another $87 billion in Overseas 
Contingency Operation (OCO) funding, which does not 
count toward budget cuts. Of that, $75 billion went to de-
fense, $12 billion to nondefense. 

Lawmakers passed a national security-themed spending 
package in July comprised of the other four annual appro-
priations bills. It included a $1.6 billion down payment to 
begin construction on a U.S.-Mexico border wall, a top pri-
ority for President Trump. Trump pledged during the 2016 
campaign that Mexico would pay for the wall, a suggestion 
rejected by the Mexican government.

Despite the hours spent by the House to complete work on 
the individual spending bills, none of the measures are ex-
pected to get consideration in the Senate due to the threat 
of a Democratic filibuster.

The Senate remains significantly behind the House in its 
appropriations process, having passed none of its spending 
bills and only 10 of the 12 are through the full appropria-
tions committee. Neither chamber has approved a budget 
resolution, though the House did pass one through com-
mittee, and the two chambers are working off different top-
line numbers.

Congress is likely to enact an all-encompassing spending 
package known as an “omnibus” before current govern-
ment funding runs out on Dec. 8. That package will have to 
include a change to budgetary caps. If lawmakers fail to do 
so, even a funding extension would result in sequestration 
— across the board cuts to meet the budget cap require-
ments — in late January.

Lawmakers submitted more than 900 amendments to the 
spending package, but the House Rules Committee only 
green-lighted 342 for floor consideration. 

When Republicans first took over the House majority in 
2011, annual appropriations bills were considered under a 
process allowing members of both parties to offer unlim-
ited amendments. But Ryan ended that practice last year 
after Democrats kept offering culture-war amendments on 
LGBT rights that divided House Republicans.

The Rules Committee therefore did not allow votes on 
amendments submitted by Democrats to prevent federal 
funds from being spent at businesses owned by President 
Trump, restore protections from deportation for young 
immigrants and prohibit spending to maintain Confeder-
ate monuments.

But the House did adopt bipartisan amendments to rein in 
the government’s ability to seize assets of suspected crimi-
nals, in defiance of Attorney General Jeff Sessions.

Sessions directed the Justice Department in July to reverse 
Obama-era policies that restricted the federal govern-
ment from taking assets from local authorities, a practice 
known as “adoptive forfeiture.” Critics argue that it lets law 
enforcement circumvent state laws which make it harder 
to seize property if a person has not been convicted of a 
crime.

A bipartisan amendment sponsored by members ranging 
from the conservative House Freedom Caucus to liberal 
progressives was adopted by a voice vote to prevent the Jus-
tice Department from implementing Sessions’s directive. 

The House also adopted an amendment sponsored by Rep. 
Ken Buck (R-Colo.) to punish so-called sanctuary cities by 
blocking funds from a program that helps pay to incarcer-
ate immigrants in the U.S. illegally who have committed 
felonies or multiple misdemeanors.

Sanctuary cities argue that laws forcing them to turn over 
anyone they suspect of being in the country illegally worsen 
crime, because immigrants are hesitant to call the police. 
The amendment would force the cities to choose between 
that policy and receiving funds to incarcerate people in the 
country illegally who have committed felonies. 

Industry News Continued on Page 13
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Another amendment adopted by the House would block 
implementation of a key Obama-era Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) rule to limit methane emissions 
from new oil and gas drilling sites. The EPA under Presi-
dent Trump has tried to halt enforcement of the rule while 
it works to delay it by two years, but federal judges have 
blocked the attempts.

Protecting Ourselves After the Equifax 
Breach

Source: Norm Schultz, Trade Only Today

My son’s identity was stolen. Getting that all straightened 
out was a long nightmare. So when news hit last week that 
143 million of us had our personal information compro-
mised by raiders who hacked into Atlanta-based Equifax 
Corp., a major credit-reporting bureau, the shock waves 
really reverberated in our house.

To review, Equifax announced the massive breach earlier 
this month. Remarkably, it was Equifax’s second breach 
this year. Bloomberg reported that an earlier breach hap-
pened in March. This latest debacle occurred in July, albeit 
Equifax failed to let any of us know about it for six weeks!

The disclosure of this second major breach will trigger at 
least two congressional hearings in the weeks ahead. Even 
more, there also will be federal investigations of reports 
that company executives sold an unusually large amount of 
company stock shortly after the latest hack was discovered. 
Really?

Meanwhile, 143 million of us are vulnerable as never be-
fore. The question is: What should we do about it? Here is 
one simple thing all of us can do to protect ourselves. You 
should consider encouraging employees to think about do-
ing the same.

First, it’s highly recommended that we get credit reports 
from the major credit-tracking agencies — Equifax, Tran-
sUnion and Experian — to quickly check on any recent or 
unusual activity. These reports are available free once each 
year from www.AnnualCreditReport.com.

Second, after doing the first step, putting on a credit, or 
security freeze is worth serious consideration. Freezing 
your credit is a strong line of defense. A credit freeze is 
designed to prevent credit, loans and services from being 
approved in your name without your consent. It essential-
ly bars credit bureaus from releasing your information in 
response to any new credit inquiry. It shuts down the all-
important credit-check process, but it does not affect your 
credit score.

A credit freeze is much better than any “credit alert" because 
the alert notifies you only after someone has accessed or 
tried to access your account. Big difference. Once a freeze 
is in effect, only creditors that already have a financial rela-
tionship with you can access your credit report. Only you 
can remove the freeze whenever you deem it necessary.

Placing a freeze is not free. Fees vary from state to state and 
range from about $5 to $10. There are also may be a fee 
when you want to lift the freeze. You can see fees by state 
here.

Equifax, however, has waived all fees for initiating a credit 
freeze until early October, so if you opt to do it, do it now. 
Go to www.equifaxsecurity2017.com. You’ll have to pro-
vide some personal information, such as your Social Se-
curity number, address, email and phone. At this point, all 
that information and much more is already floating out 
there, anyway.

Bottom line: Nearly half of us may have had our personal 
information stolen, including names, Social Security num-
bers, addresses, dates of birth and more. If my son’s expe-
rience dealing with it all is any indicator, it’s important to 
seriously consider being proactive now.

http://www.AnnualCreditReport.com
http://consumersunion.org/research/consumers-unions-guide-to-security-freeze-protection-2/
http://consumersunion.org/research/consumers-unions-guide-to-security-freeze-protection-2/
http://www.equifaxsecurity2017.com
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Clean Marina & 
Environmental News

The Coast Guard's Role in Environmental 
Protection

Source: Coast Guard News 
By: William H. Thiesen, Coast Guard Atlantic Area Historian

The U.S. Coast Guard has been the steward of the nation’s 
maritime environment since 1822. That year, Congress 
tasked the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service with monitoring 
federal forest preserves that yielded specialized ship timber 
for building the U.S Navy’s wooden warships.

During the late 1800s, the service’s environmental mission 
expanded to protect endangered resources, including fish, 
whales and fur-bearing marine mammals. This became es-
pecially important with the acquisition of Alaska in 1867 
and Hawaii in 1898 – the resulting expansion of U.S. terri-
torial waters. Many species of fish and marine mammals in 
these waters faced extinction in the face of intensive fish-
ing, whaling and sealing until the Department of the Trea-
sury tasked the Coast Guard with regulating the catch of 
U.S. and foreign vessels.

The service’s mission expanded even further with the ship-
ping of chemical cargoes late in the 19th century. Through-
out the 1800s, coal proved the most important fuel car-
go carried by merchant ships, but this solid fuel did not 
pollute water. In 1885, construction of the first purpose-
built oil tanker Glückauf (German word for “good luck”) 
changed history by marking the demise of coal-dominated 
shipping. Ironically, the Glückauf also marked the begin-
ning of U.S. oil spill history in 1893, when it came ashore at 
Fire Island, off of Long Island, New York. During the 20th 
century, oil and chemical shipping grew in importance and 
liquid petroleum products prevailed as ship fuel and cargo.

The Coast Guard’s role in oil and chemical spill response 
officially began in 1924, when Congress passed the Oil 
Pollution Act. After World War II, numerous high-profile 
oil spills occurred; most notable among these were the 
Torrey Canyon spill in 1967 and the Argo Merchant spill 
in 1976. With these large environmental disasters came 
greater regulation of oil tankers and improved technology 
for responding to chemical spills. At about the same time, 
Congress tasked the service with monitoring unauthorized 

substance discharge, enforcing ballast water regulations 
and ensuring that all commercial vessels met U.S. environ-
mental safety and maintenance standards.

Oil spill occurrence seemed to reach its climax in 1989, when 
the supertanker Exxon Valdez ran aground in Price William 
Sound, Alaska. The resulting spill of 11 million gallons of 
crude oil was the largest spill in U.S. waters up to that time. 
The Exxon Valdezdisaster led to passage of the Oil Protec-
tion Act of 1990 (OPA 90). The OPA 90 regulations included 
mandatory double-hull designs for new tanker construction 
and a new rapid response capability for the Coast Guard. 
Enforcement of OPA 90 regulations became the single larg-
est law enforcement assignment of the Coast Guard since 
Prohibition and the interdiction of illegal liquor.

Clean Marina & Environmental News Continued on Page 16

The tanker Exxon Valdez sits aground in Prince William Sound, 
Alaska, in 1989. The tanker spilled 11 million gallons of crude oil. 
U.S. Coast Guard photo.

A Coast Guard Falcon jet crew monitors oil rigs set on fire in 1990 
during the Gulf War. U.S. Coast Guard photo.
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Even in times of war, the Coast Guard has engaged in pro-
tecting the environment. In February 1991, Iraqi forces 
sabotaged oil rigs in the Persian Gulf area causing fires and 
massive oil spills. Two Coast Guard HU-25A Falcon jets 
deployed for Saudi Arabia as part of a U.S. oil-spill assess-
ment team. Two Coast Guard HC-130 Hercules aircraft 
joined them with spare parts and deployment packages. 
The Falcons mapped over 40,000 square miles locating “ev-
ery drop of oil on the water” and provided daily-updated 
analysis of location, condition, and drift projections of the 
oil.

On April 20, 2010, an explosion rocked the offshore drilling 
rig Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of Mexico. The explo-
sion resulted in the largest oil spill in U.S. history, releasing 
approximately 210 million gallons of crude oil. The Deep-
water Horizon disaster dwarfed the volume of oil spilled by 
the Exxon Valdez and equaled 90 percent of all the oil spills 
in U.S. waters recorded in the previous 40 years. As in all 
spill response efforts, the Coast Guard played a leading role 
in overseeing the containment and clean up of the spill.

The service now supports five environmental protection 
missions. The first is prevention, by stopping pollution 
before it occurs with training, equipment and procedures. 
The second is enforcement through civil and criminal 
penalties for polluting or non-adherence to Coast Guard 

regulations. The third is surveillance through pollution 
over flights, vessel boardings, harbor patrols, fluid-transfer 
monitoring, and facility inspections. The fourth is response 
through cleanup and impact limitation of an oil or chemi-
cal discharge. The fifth is in-house abatement, ensuring 
that Coast Guard vessels and facilities comply with federal 
pollution laws and regulations.

Clean Marina & Environmental News Continued on Page 17
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The tanker Exxon Valdez sits aground in Prince William Sound, 
Alaska, in 1989. The tanker spilled 11 million gallons of crude oil. 
U.S. Coast Guard photo.

In addition to its oil and chemical spill response tasking, the 
service continues to protect U.S. fisheries through regular 

http://www.pcsmarinegroup.com
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law enforcement patrols. The service has even undertaken 
the monitoring of airborne emissions by large marine ves-
sels operating in U.S. waters. Under a new memorandum 
of understanding, the Coast Guard has partnered with the 
Environmental Protection Agency to inspect marine ves-
sels and take appropriate actions in the event of emissions 
violations.

The Coast Guard has been a steward of the nation’s mar-
itime environment for nearly 200 years. It has expanded 
and adapted its mission to ever-changing natural and man-
made threats to the oceans and inland waterways.

This article appears courtesy of Coast Guard Compass and 
may be found in its original form here. 

White Bay 6 Marine Park Recognized 
with Clean Marina Accreditation

Source: PowerboatWorld.com

At the recent industry based Marine 17 Conference held 
in Sydney’s new convention centre at Darling Harbour, the 
team at White Bay 6 Marine Park were very proud to win 
a 2017 Marina Industries Association Marina of the Year 
Award.

Held just before Sydney International Boat Show, the Ma-
rine 17 Conference brought together companies and peo-
ple from all over Australia and the world to discuss best 
practice, new technologies and modern business practice.

The conference and the awards are hosted by the Marina 
Industry Association who are the peak industry body for 
the marina industries in Australia, Asia and the South Pa-

cific regions. White Bay 6 Marine Park / Sydney Harbour 
Boat Storage won the category of ‘Boat Yard – Under 20 
Boats’ and was announced as a finalist in the ‘Dry Stack 
Storage Facility’ Award. Our customer service manager 
Ludovica ‘Elle’ Perna, was announced as a finalist in the 
‘Marina Employee of the Year’ award.

White Bay 6 prides itself on being an environmentally 
aware business and as part of the local community and the 
wider working harbour, is proactive in best practice work 
processes to minimise the impact on the environment. As 
part of the ongoing process White Bay 6 has just been ac-
credited as an ‘International Clean Marina’.

Jeremy Rose, General Manager of White Bay 6 commented, 
“It is very rewarding to be working with a team and busi-
ness who are environmentally conscious and so focused on 
positive outcomes for our customers and the local com-
munity. This has enabled us to develop a modern business 
culture that we see as a benchmark for the wider marine 
business market.”

Executive Officer of the Marina Industries Association 
Colin Bransgrove said White Bay 6 Marine Park is to be 
congratulated on its strong commitment to environmen-
tal management. “The independent auditor commented 
on the use of highly efficient modern environmental tech-
nologies and the plans and procedures to ensure on-site 
boat owners and contractors are aware of and abide by best 
environmental practices.”

The International Clean Marina Program is an internation-
al, voluntary accreditation system for marinas, yacht clubs, 
boat clubs, slipways, boatyards and associated industry 
operators. The goal of the Clean Marina Program is to re-
duce ‘non-point source pollution’ associated with boating/
marina facilities, and to promote clean water, clean air and 
thriving marina industry businesses.

http://coastguard.dodlive.mil/2017/09/the-long-blue-line-the-coast-guards-environmental-protection-mission/
http://www.powerboatworld.com
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     Legislation & 
    By Eric Kretsch       partnerships
 

Though we are most notably thinking about the relief and 
recovery efforts in Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico, and the 
many Caribbean islands impacted by the recent series of 
hurricanes, natural and even human caused disasters can 
happen anywhere in North America. Floods, fires, snow 
and tornadoes can all impact marina facilities. The Inter-
national BoatBuilders Exhibition and Conference held a 
special session on disaster relief and recovery, highlighting 
what to do at your facility after a disaster strikes. Below is a 
summary of the main points pertinent to marina facilities.
 

• Document, document, document. When dealing 
with insurance, you cannot take too many photos 
of videos that document the damages. Do this BE-
FORE you move any debris or make any repairs and 
then again after you have made recovery efforts. In 
both cases, take a photo holding up a newspaper to 
prove the date. Again, the more documentation the 
better. 

• Inspect your electrical system before re-electrify-
ing. This can be done by you or a surveyor. But, it 
must be done. Water and wind can damage electri-
cal systems, causing faults and leakages that create 
hazardous environments for your staff and custom-
ers who are on-site. 

• Slow down. You and your workers are not in their 
normal environment but rather one that exposes 
you all to possibly hazardous conditions. Ensure ev-
eryone thinks through their actions and make sure 
everyone has plenty of water and protective equip-
ment. 

• Think safety and customer service. This may take 
a different form after a disaster. But, the two goals 
remains a priority. Think through what you must 
you do to keep customers safe and served in these 
special circumstances.

• Sign up for federal disaster aid. The programs list-
ed below are designed to provide assistance beyond 
what is covered by your insurance plan. There are 
various assistance programs available for state and 
local governments, nonprofit organizations and pri-
vate marinas. Legislation & Partnerships Continued on Page 20

Federal Assistance Programs

Federal assistance is based on whether or not you are a 
private or state/municipal marina. Public marinas and 
boating infrastructure can find assistance through the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public 
Assistance grant program. This provides federal assistance 
to government organizations and certain nonprofit organi-
zations following a presidentially declared disaster. Grants 
can be used for debris removal, and for repair, replacement 
or restoration of publicly owned facilities including boat 
docks, piers, and ports and harbors. 

Private marinas and boatyards can find assistance through 
the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). Assistance 
is available via low-interest, long-term loans for losses not 
fully covered by insurance. To apply for small business di-
saster assistance, complete the SBA Disaster Loan Assis-
tance application. Remember, due to high demand, these 
programs are overloaded. So, be patient and apply early.

The quickest way to find disaster assistance is to go to Di-
sasterAssistance.gov.

Keep an eye out for more AMI resources on natural disas-
ter recovery — information coming soon.

Congressional Climate

By Ashley Delgado, LobbyIt

During the month of July, LobbyIt continued its discussion 
with Senator Kaine's office about the BUILDS Act, as well 
as met with Congressman GT Thompson's office.

Meeting with Senator Kaine's Office

While August is undoubtedly the slowest time in Washing-
ton, LobbyIt spent its time staying busy and strategizing 
the next moves for AMI. In our previous monthly newslet-

https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-local-state-tribal-and-non-profit
https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-local-state-tribal-and-non-profit
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/
http://DisasterAssistance.gov
http://DisasterAssistance.gov
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ter, LobbyIt reported that Senator Kaine's office had agreed 
to working with LobbyIt staff and AMI and incorporate 
amendment language into the BUILDS Act that benefit the 
maritime industry. During the month-long recess, Lob-
byIt worked with AMI to discuss legislative language that 
would be could be incorporated into the BUILDS Act. The 
BUILDS Act, as currently drafted, would authorize the 
Secretary of Labor to support certified apprenticeship pro-
grams through various federal agencies that have a specific 
focus on infrastructure. The language crafted by LobbyIt 
and AMI made sure to not only include maritime projects 
as those covered under the Act, but also included language 
incorporating additional federal agencies that collaborate 
with the maritime industry, such as the Coast Guard. Go-
ing forward, LobbyIt will remain in close contact with 
Senator Kaine's office to ensure that our suggested amend-
ments are hopefully incorporated as-is.

Meeting with Congressman GT Thompson's Office

In the meantime, LobbyIt met with Congressman GT 
Thompson's office and Legislative Director to also discuss 
a skilled-trades briefing with the CTE caucus. In LobbyIt's 
previous discussions with AMI leadership, we communi-
cated that the Senate's CTE Caucus will be setting its formal 
agenda for 2018 starting in October/November. Our goal of 
the meeting with Congressman Thompson's office was to 
begin discussions about the possibility of coordinating the 
House and Senate CTE caucuses to host the skilled-trades 
briefing. In addition to being the co-chair of the House CTE 
caucus, Congressman Thompson represents Pennsylvania's 
5th district, which has a heavy focus on the timber industry. 
That being said, he has been an avid supporter of various 
types of apprenticeship and workforce legislation. Going 
forward, once the Senate has a better idea of its schedule for 
2018, LobbyIt will work with Congressman Thompson's of-
fice to either host a joint or individual skilled-trades briefing 
hopefully during the earlier part of the new year.

http://www.marinaassociation.org
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Around The World
Large Oil Spill Washes Ashore in Greece 

After Tanker Sinks

By gCaptain

Greek authorities are working to cleanup a large oil spill 
that has impacted the shoreline of a Greek island near Pi-
raeus this after a tanker sank in area early Sunday morning.
The 91-meter Greek-flagged tanker Agia Zoni II was carry-
ing 2,200 metric tons of fuel oil and 370 metric tons of ma-
rine gas oil when it sank on September 10 near Salamina 
Island, the largest Greek island in the Saronic Gulf.

Greek officials have reported that the ship’s cargo holds 
have been sealed but a large amount of oil was leaked, some 
of which has washed ashore along Salamina.

By Wednesday, the oil spill had spread several miles to the 
Athens Riviera, home to some of Greece’s most popular 
beaches.

The ship’s captain and engineer were arrested following the 
incident and later released, the Hellenic Coast Guard re-
ported.

A large operation to contain and cleanup the oil is ongoing.
The Piraeus Port Authority has launched a preliminary in-
vestigation into the incident.

The 3,205 dwt Agia Zoni II was built in 1972.

Victoria Gets 24/7 Emergency Radio 
Service

Source: Marine Business

New emergency monitoring service replaces Coast Radio 
Melbourne

Boaters in Victoria now have access to a new marine dis-
tress and emergency monitoring service with the recent 
launch of Marine Radio Victoria (MRV) which will moni-
tor and record radio traffic on VHF and HF emergency ra-
dio channels 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year.
“The MRV service is a major step towards safer boating in 
Victoria. It means boaters will hear warnings and be heard 
when they raise the alarm,” said David Hourigan, director 
of Transport Safety Victoria (TSV).

The new service will support marine search and rescue op-
erations by enabling emergency personnel to be dispatched 
at the direction of Victoria Police. It will also provide radio 
checks and broadcast weather forecasts and warnings.

MRV covers the Victorian coastline,up to 20 nautical miles 
from the coast on the VHF emergency channels and out to 
200 miles for the HF emergency frequencies. The service 
replaces Coast Radio Melbourne, the previous monitoring 
service that predominantly covered Port Phillip and West-
ern Port bays.

TSV recommends that all boaters, including paddlers and 
kayak fishers, on the bays and along the coast have a VHF 
radio to take advantage of the benefits of MRV.
Marine Radio Victoria operates on:

• VHF: Channels 16 and 67 for voice and 70 for Digi-
tal Selective Calling (DSC)

• HF: 4125 kHz, 6215 kHz, 8291 kHz, 8176 kHz, 
12290kHz

Read more here.

You’re Number One!
At BoatU.S., you’ll find boating experts with the answers you 
need when you call. Our knowledgeable Underwriters not only 
find the perfect coverage for your boat and boating lifestyle, 
we’ll work with you to help find ways to save on your premium. 
And, as a Berkshire Hathaway company, you can be sure 
BoatU.S. will be here each and every time you need us. 

“So often in this day and age, 
customer service representatives 
are indifferent in their dealings 
with clients over the phone. I was 
extremely satisfied with the helpful 
and courteous way my insurance 
inquiry was handled and want to 
thank you for having people of 
this caliber available for your 
insurance customers.” 
                        —Bruce Fournier,  
   Bradenton, FL

Policies Subject to Limits and Exclusions

For a fast, free quote call 1-800-283-2883 
or apply online at BoatUS.com

With BoatU.S. Insurance, 
You’re Not Just A Number...

BoatU.S. Member Bruce Fournier aboard 
“G’Day” on the Braden River in Florida.
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News From Washington
  

Secretary Zinke Declares October 
National Hunting & Fishing Month

Just days before National Hunting and Fishing Day – Sep-
tember 23- U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke de-
clared October will officially be recognized as National 
Hunting and Fishing Month at the Department. Zinke 
championed the order to recognize the lasting and posi-
tive impact of hunters and anglers on wildlife and habitat 
conservation in America. This order comes on the heels of 
several major sportsmen actions from Interior including 
Wednesday's announcement of the addition of 600 acres of 
land in Arizona's Santa Teresa Mountains to make Wilder-
ness Areas accessible for hunting and fishing.
 
“I grew up in northwest Montana surrounded by public 
lands and waters. Some of my best memories are hunt-
ing and fishing with my dad and granddad, and then later 

teaching my own kids to hunt and fish. That's something 
I want more families to experience, which is exactly why 
increasing access to public lands is so important,?" said 
Secretary Ryan Zinke. “Hunters and anglers are the back-
bone of wildlife and habitat conservation in America, and 
they contribute billions of dollars to conservation. From 
my perspective, the more sportsmen we have in the woods 
and waters, the better our wildlife and land will be. For-
mally recognizing the contributions of hunters and anglers 
to wildlife and habitat conservation is long overdue."
 
The declaration was signed Wednesday night at the grand 
opening of the Wonders of Wildlife Museum in Spring-
field, Missouri. Event speakers included former Presidents 
George W. Bush and Jimmy Carter.

Read the full release here.  

News from Washington Continued on Page 23

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-zinke-announces-greater-access-sportsmen-and-hikers-arizonas-santa-teresa
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-zinke-declares-october-national-hunting-and-fishing-month
http://www.surveyadvantage.com
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NMMA Spearheading Support for 
Boating Community in the Aftermath of 

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma

NMMA sent letters to key members of the Florida and Tex-
as Congressional delegations outlining the need for federal 
disaster resources to be available to help the boating indus-
try in the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.   
Boating infrastructure such as marinas, docks, and boat 
ramps, are all vital to the boating industry and coastal 
economies.  NMMA has received initial reports of severe 
damages to boating infrastructure in both Texas and Flori-
da because of the recent hurricanes.  
 
NMMA reminded federal legislators of the importance of 
the marine industry to their states and districts, and said 
that they stand ready to help and serve as a resource as 
Congress considers additional disaster legislation.  
 
NMMA was joined in their efforts by the Association of 
Marina Industries, Marina Association of Texas, Boating 
Trade Association of Metropolitan Houston, Marine In-
dustries Association of Florida, Marine Industries Associa-
tion of South Florida, and the Southwest Florida Marine 
Industries Association.
 
NMMA’s government affairs team will continue to moni-
tor the progress of disaster aid and recovery efforts in both 
Florida and Texas. Click here to read the letter to the FL 
delegation and here for the TX delegation. 
 
For more information, please contact NMMA’s Director of 
Federal Government Affairs, Mike Pasko mpasko@nmma.
org. 
 

Recreational Fishing Leaders Testify in 
U.S. Senate on Magnuson-Stevens Act 

Reauthorization

The U.S. Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Oceans, At-
mosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard held a hearing on 
Tuesday entitled “Reauthorization of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management Act: Over-
sight of Fisheries Management Successes and Challenges.” 
The Subcommittee heard from two panels of witnesses 
representing recreational, commercial and charter-for-hire 
fishermen. 

This was the third hearing of a series focusing on America’s 
federal fisheries laws. Phil Faulkner, president of NauticStar 
Boats; Jim Donofrio, executive director of the Recreational 
Fishing Alliance; and Chris Horton, fisheries program di-
rector for the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation, rep-
resented recreational fishermen. Written testimony and a 
video of the hearing can be found here. 

“The message we are bringing to Washington is simple: rec-
reational anglers want fair and equitable access to Amer-
ica’s public marine resources,” said Jeff Angers, president 
of the Center for Sportfishing Policy. “Marine recreational 
fishing is one of America’s oldest and most beloved pas-
times that supports a $63 billion annual economic impact 
and 440,000 American jobs—proper fisheries management 
is critical to our economy, our culture and the conservation 
of healthy marine resources for future generations.” 

Click here for the full press release from the Center for 
Sportfishing Policy.

News from Washington Continued from Page 22

http://nmma.net/assets/cabinets/Cabinet421/Irma Letter to FL Delegation2.pdf
http://nmma.net/assets/cabinets/Cabinet421/Irma Letter to FL Delegation2.pdf
http://nmma.net/assets/cabinets/Cabinet421/Harvey Letter to TX Delegation.pdfhttp://
mailto:mpasko%40nmma.org?subject=
mailto:mpasko%40nmma.org?subject=
http://www.sportfishingpolicy.com/media-room/recreational-fishing-leaders-testify-in-u-s-senate/
http://www.sportfishingpolicy.com/media-room/recreational-fishing-leaders-testify-in-u-s-senate/
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With hurricane season upon us, we want YOU to know 
how to stay clear of boat and property damage!   

In 2013, the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) and the Boat Owners 
Association of The United States (BoatUS) teamed up to offer a series of three 
pre-recorded, online webinars. These previously run webinars came out of the need 
for information in the wake of Hurricane Sandy and geared towards marine facility 
operators and others interested in learning about how to secure boats to avoid 
damage in future storms. 

The first in the series, "Sandy Overview: What 
We've Learned," will look at what made Hurricane 
Sandy so destructive and the types of damage it 
caused to boats and to marinas, and share some 
survival stories. It will also try to answer the 
question: Was hauling boats, as BoatUS has long 
advocated, the right answer this time? 

The second webinar, "Securing Boats on Land," will focus 
on the challenges of securing boats inside storage 
structures as well as outside on the hard, and discuss 
some potential solutions and best practices. 

The last webinar in the series, "Securing Boats in the Water," 
will look at the challenges presented by various dock structures 
such as fixed or floating docks and moorings, and also look at 
solutions and best practices.  

 
 You can order the pre-recorded webinars to view at anytime. 
Order one or order all three. They are available for purchase by 

completing the Fax/Email order form. Once your order is completed you will receive 
an email with directions on how to access the webinars. See AMI's website and click 
on the online training tab for more information.  

 

 $15 each for AMI Members 
 $30/$50/$75 for 1/2/3 webinars for Non-Members 

https://marinaassociation.org/sites/default/files/BOATUS%20Webinar%20ORDER%20FORM%20WRITABLE.pdf
https://marinaassociation.org/
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Classified Ads
Help Wanted

Vice President - Irish Boat Shop - 
Service Department

Irish Boat Shop has been in the business of selling and ser-
vicing boats since 1961.  We are located in beautiful North-
ern Michigan, surrounded by thriving small town living.  
We are a full service, traditional marina and boat yard for 
sail and powerboats promoting recreational boating by 
delivering quality and value in boats and services while 
meeting our obligations to our customers, our employees, 
our communities and our environment.  We are proud of 
our past and present success and always strive to give our 
customers high quality service in a friendly and profes-
sional manner.  We have a long history of employee tenure 
that goes beyond the national average, with some employ-
ees celebrating over 40 years of employment.  We offer a 
holistic benefit package that includes traditional benefits 
like medical and retirement plans while also extending to 
other aspects of employee life with gym reimbursements 

and a matching gift program.Irish Boat Shop has an excit-
ing opening for a skilled manager who thrives on helping 
coach a small team of managers to more efficient outcomes 
and to higher employee engagement.  We are looking for 
someone who has experience running a traditional boat-
yard service department.  The Vice President of Service 
will direct and coordinate the Service Departements in 
both Harbor Springs and Charlevoix which will include 
resolving conflicts, managing customer satisfaction, sup-
porting an employee recognition program, managing the 
Safety and Compliance program, and demonstrating high, 
daily involvement with the Service Managers, Service 
Writers, and Technicians.  If you like a professional work 
environment that includes a casual atmosphere, beautiful 
settings, wonderful people, and rich history, then apply for 
the Vice President for Irish Boat Shop.Send a cover letter 
and resume to Laura Kohler, Human Resources Manager, 
lkkohler@irishboatshop.com.

Posted by: Irish Boat Shop, Harbor Springs, MI USA

AMI Advocate (monthly circulation) 
Full Page   ¼ Page    ½ Page
12 months $5,500  12 months $1,500  12 months $2,900
6 months $3,200  6 months $900  6 months $1,700
3 months $1,800  3 months $525  3 months $1,000
1 month $700      1 month $400

AMI News Fax (bi-weekly circulation)   AMI Website
26 ads (1 year)   $6,500    1 Year  $150 per month
13 ads (1/2 year)  $3,750    6 months $200 per month
6 ads (2.5 months)  $1,725    3 months $250 per month
1 ad    $330    1 month $275 per month

AMI NewsWatch (weekly circulation)   AMI NewsWatch Sponsorship
1 Year  (52 ads)   $9,750    1 Year  (52 ads)  $5,500
6 months (26 ads)  $5,600    6 months (26 ads) $3,200
3 months (13 ads)  $3,225    3 months (13 ads) $1,875
1 month (4 ads)   $1,250    1 month (4 ads)  $680
1 week (1 ad)   $350    1 Week (1 ad)  $200

Advertising Opportunities
Buy one package 
and receive 10% 

off on all addition-
al packages (higher 

price prevails).

mailto:lkkohler%40irishboatshop.com?subject=
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AMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
International Marina and Boatyard Conference (IMBC)

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622

http://www.marinaassociation.org
mailto:imbc%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
mailto:ekretsch%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
mailto:imitraining%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
mailto:Malves%40marinaassociation.org?subject=
http://www.marinaassociation.org



